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ADVERTISEMENT. 

" A ^ Elifabeth advanced in 

**■ /\ years, the Englilh turnecf 

** their eyes more aiid more to- 

" -wards Scotland, and were eager 

** to prevent each other m court- 

** ing the favour of their future' 

" monarch. Aflurances of attach- 
" ment, profeffions of regard, and 

" promifes of fupport, were offer- 

*' ed to James from every corner 

" of the kingdom. Cecil himfelf, 

" perceiving what hopes Effex had 
** founded on the friendfhip of the" 

" Scottlfli King, and what ad- 

" vantages he might have derived' 

" from it, thought it prudent tO' 

" ftand no longer at a' diftancc 
"■ from a Prince, who might fo- 

" foon become his maftef. But: 

" being feniible, at the fame time,, 

" how dangerous fuch an inter- 
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" courfe might prove, ■ under • a 
" miftrefs naturally jealous, and 
" whofe jealoufy grew ftrongcr 
** with old age, though he entered 
*' into a correfpondencc with him^ 
*' he carried it on with all the ie- 
" crecy and caution neceflary in 
" his fituation, and peculiar to his 
" chara^er." 

The correfpondence to which 
Dr Robertfon here alludes, is now 
prefented to the public : It was- 
condudkd on the part of Cecil by 
Lord Henry Howard, afterwards- 
Earl of Northampton : The confi- 
dents employed by King James 
were the Earl of Marr and Mr Ed- 
ward Bruce of KinloJs. Notwith- 
ftanding the anxious and repeated^ 
injun^ions of Cecil " to deftroy 
" every letter," great part of this 
correfpondence has been preferved^ 
Some of the original letters are in 
the 
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the Adrocatcs Library, at Edin-t 
bargh ; copies of odicrs, tranfcri- 
bed from the archives of the femi- 
\y of Marr, are in the po0effion of 
Earl Hardwicke. 

The /ecret infintiiiMs, which 
ftadd firfl ia this colIe^on, were 
^blifhed by the worthy and in-> 
dnftrious Dr Birch, in his " Mc- 
*' moirs of Queen EUfabeth," vol.2. 
p. 510. } but, by following too 
fcrupuloufly die uncouth fpelHng^ 
of King James, he left this curious. 
piece altogether unintelligible to 
moil Englifli readers. I have printed 
it :&oni the original^ without any 
alteration except as to orthography. 
All the other letters are now fw 
the firft time publilhed. 

In the notes to this edition, fome 

oMcure phraies are explained, and 

foioe hiftorical paifages illuftra- 

tcd. I muft however acknowledge, 

that. 
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th t there are Tarlous pairtlcUlars 
in the letters, of which I do not 
eompreherid the meaning. The 
correfpondence itfelf is- myfterious, 
and contains many ImperfeA hints 
and allufions, for linderftanding of 
which, great knowledge in the hi- 
ftory of that age would be requif 
red. The ftyle of Lord Henry 
Howard is affedledly dark and per- 
plexed; and, to add to the diftrcfs 
of a publilher, his hand-writing. 
is fcarcely legible. 
. By what arts it was that Cecil e- 
ftabliflied himfelf in the favour of 
King James, and at the fame time 
ibpplanted his rivals, will appear 
from the peru&l of the following 
ftieets. The reader may probably 
be of opinion, that this confum- 
mate politician was no lefs folici- 
tous to maintain his own power; 
than to fettle the fuccefii'^.. to his- 
aged benefat^lrefs Queen Elifabeth.. 

Dav. Dalrymple.. 
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LETTER 1. 

James VI. King of Scotland^ to the 
Earl of Marr^ and Mr Edward 
Bruce, his attAaffadors at tiie coixrt 
of^ueenElifabeih*. 

MY Lord, and your feUpw-la- 
bourer, according to your 
delire in your latt letter, I 
have confidered upon your three doubts, 
and has [have] thought good hereby to 
fend you a refolution tliereof under mj 
own hand. 

As for the fi-Ji, then, ho\v to walk 
furely betwixt thefe two precipices of 
.the (^een and tloe people, who now 
appear to be in fo contf ary terms,the on- 
lyright outgate [ifluej tlierein is, tote 
well and furely informed of the people's 
prefent difpofition and inclination, and 
to conform your -behaviour accordingly ; 

* I have prefamed to modernise the ipelliag 
of this difpatch, which would ocherwife be un- 
intdBgibie to aiany readtrs. 

A that 
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that is, to know with which of two 
forts of difcontentment the people are 
prefently ponelTed ; whether it be only 
againft the prefent i-ulers in the court, 
keeping always that due referTation of 
love and reverence to the Queen which 
they were ever wont to do ; or if the 
difcontentment be grown to that height, 
that they are not able any longer to 
comport either with prince or ftate; 
which I can hardly believe, having tint 
[loft], if they had been fo minded, fo 
many feir occafions as have at this time 
been offered unto them. For if their dif- 
contentment be after the firft fort, theh 
will they be content, and allow that ye 
keep in good terms with the Queen, 
and dally with the prefent guiders- 
building, in the mean time, the furety 
of your hopes upon the pillars of their 
heartland if it be after the laft, then 
are ye to be refolved of their courfe 
therein, aiid^ by wJiat means they are 
able to effe«tiate the fame j upon flie 
knowledge wh^i;eof, I fliall tiien deter- 
mJRatewhatyou^partfliallbe; for, 3- 
boye 
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bove all, ye miifl in this errand leam to 
be well feneeti; the chief properly 
whereof is, to take the time right: 
■which will make you efchew the two 
extremities; either by precipitation to 
tjiar all for lack of good backing ; or 
elfe by ftarting too late, (if they groan 
fo under the burden that they are like 
to faint), to give the people a ground 
ofexcufe, that byfuffering them to be 
overthrown for not declaring nayfelf in 
time, they were forced to fue to other 
feints, for fliunning of their prefenC 
overthrow. But, in this laft point, be 
a care with the facility' of the people, 
and the craft of the council ; for I 
know they concluded, before that ever 
they faw you, to deny you whatever 
you craved, thereby to force me to 
kythe Qappear] in my own colours, as 
they call it. 

As to your next doubt, it touches 
the main ground of your commifllon, 
which, if ye deeply conCder, ye can- 
not mifbehave yourfelves therein. For 
ac the time of your difpatch, things 
A 2 -wen 
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were fo mifcarried by that unfortunate 
accident ^, as] was out o£all hope that 
ye could come any fpeed at the Queen 
and council's hand, anent [concerning^ 
the main point : and therefore, youi: 
whole comniiflion was divided into two^ 
parts ; to wit, to deal with the Queen 
and prefect guiders, and to deal with 
the people : with the firft publicly^ 
and for the preJent lime; with th^ 
next privately, and for' the future time: 
Avith the firft, to obtain a liirety fw; 
holding oif of evil, Cnce_ there wa» 
fmall appearatu:e of the grant of anx 
good J with the next, to obtain a cer-- 
tain afliirance for the -furtherance of fu-. 
ture hopes : and therefore the particu* 
br points that ye was to crave of the 
Queen and council were, firji^ to re- 
leafe, or give juft puniilimeni for cer- 
tain and proved ofiences to. all fuch as 
are detained onlyfor fpeaking with me, 

* Meaning the fall of Efliat. 

- . /»n4 
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and fpecially for poorlvers*. The next 
is, to give out a plain declaration, wliicb 
tnuft be enad:ed in her own records, 
that I am untouched in any aiftion or 
praftice that ever hath been intended a- 
gainft her,efpecially in this lalt ; wherein 
I wonder that, according to your former 
letter, ye hare written nothing in this- 
feft. The third is, that hereafter a 
difference be put betwixt fuch honeft 
men of her fnbje^ as flialt be kno^vn to 
love and deal with me, and thofe that 
praftife with her greatelt enemies or re- 
bels. The fourth is, that ihe would li- 
berally conlider of my neceifities, hold- 
ing forth in that point your fuit already 
begun, for the lands of my grandmo- 

: * Sir William Evers, He- was imprifoned 
" for coming fecreily to fee the King in Scot- 
*' land, which he afterwards abjured, when the 
•' contrary was plain, and ib only injured to 
" him in that refpeft, pra dilklo ;" Cecil in 
Windviaod's memoriatt, vol. i, p, 324, 33J, 
Kmg James fet him at liberty immediately after 
the death of Queen Elilubeth; R. Johnflan^ 
Her. Srilan, Hijior. p. i8d. 

A3 ther. 
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ther. And the kyf,zivi of moft imfxht- 
ance, is, that it would pleafe her to 
reraembe? her oid promifc, tbgi nothing 
fliall be done by her, ia her time, in, 
prejudice of my futwc. right, nor tif 
cJteck tmder.citre * referved sgainft me j, 
excepted always, if iflie be not to en- 
dure as loDg as the fun and the mo<m^ 
In thcfe heads, ye muft fo deal with( 
Mr Secretary -f, and her principal, 
guiders, as ye may aflure th^Bl, tbat^ 
as 1 find my requefts anfw$red in thefe. 
points, I will make account of their 
aifedions towards me atcordingly ; and 
if in thefe points I be ihtjsiied, that ye 
have power to give them full afliuance 
of my favour, especially to Mp Secre- 
tary $, Avho is king there in eifert. 

And as to your doubt in what'fort 
to leave there [to depart from thence^, 

* So the origiuaJ runs ; tie fenfe is not ob- 
vious, 

f Sir Robert Cecil, 

J Sir Robert Cecil. He took this ttnt, aad 
profited eictedingly bj it, as ■will appear in the 

it 
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It muA be accondinig to the anfwer ye 
^U receire to the former demands £ 
for if';«l7C w^Mtfisfied therein, tbeo 
BiBtl ^ iuve a Iweet and kind partit^^ 
but if ye get notbittg but a flat and ob- 
ftinate denial, whkh, I do furely look 
ibr, thett are ye in both tha parts of your 
coaunUIiott to bdiave jotirfelres ihust 
Firfty Ye miift be the more careful, 
fince ye come ib Ftttle fpeed m your pu^* 
blic employment with the Queen, to; 
&t fnr>vard fo much the more your pri- 
Tate negotiation with the country ; anA. 
if ye fee, that the people be not ia the- 
Ugheftpointof discontentment, (where- 
(^ I already ^>»ke), then mu(l ye by 
your bbours with them make your 
voyage at leaft not all utterly unpro- 
fitable, which doth confift in tbefe 
points. Firji, To, obtain- all the 
certainty- ye can of the town of 
London, that in the due time they 
will favour the right. ■ Nejct, To re- 
new and c^Mifirm your acquaintance- 
wiih the Lieutenant of the Tower. 
Thirdly y To obtain as great a certainty 
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as ye can of the fleet, by the means of 
Lord Henry Howard's nepheiv *, and of 
fome fea-ports. Fourthly, To fecure 
the hearts of as many nc^lemen and 
knights as ye c^ get dealing with, sid 
to be refolved what every one of their 
parts Oi^ be at the great day. Fifthly^ 
To forefee anent [concerning] armour 
for'every ihire, that, againft that day, 
my enemies have not the whole com- 
manJment of the armour, and my 
friends only beunarmed. SixthfyfThzty 
as ye hane written, ye may diftribute 
good feminaries through every ihire, 
that may never leare working in the 
harveft, while the day of reaping 
come : and generally, to leave all 
things in fiich certainty and order, as the 
enemies be not able in the mean time to 
Jay fucb bars in my way, as Ihall make 
things remedilefs, when tlije time ihall 
come. 

- Now, as to the terms ye iliall 
leave in with the Queen, in cafe of the 

• ProbabJy Lari Thomas Howard. 

forefajkl 
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fore&id fiat denial, let your behaviour 
ever be witb all honour,, refpeft, and 
love to her perlbn ; but at your parting, 
ye fligll plainly declare unto her, that 
Ihe cannpt ufe me fo hardly, as it fliall 
be abl? to ma|te me forget any part of 
that love and refpe<5 that I owe to her 
as to my ne^eft kinf woman ; and that 
the greatert revenge that ever I flitH 
rake of her, ihall be to pray to God to 
open her eyes, and to let her fee, how 
for flie is wronged by fuch bafe inftru- 
ments about her, as abufe her ear; ami 
ttut, although I ihaU never give hei^ 
occafion of grief in her time, yet tlK^ 
day may com?, when I will crave ac-. 
count at them of their prefumption, 
when there will be no bar betwixt me; 
and them ; and ye Ihall plainly declare 
to Mr Secretary, and his followers, 
that fince now, when they are in theif 
kingdom, they will thus miflcnow me, 
when the chance fliall turn, I ftiall call 
a deaf ear to their requefts ; and where-: 
as now I M'ould have been content to 
have given them by your means a pre- .. 
afliirance 
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aflUrance of my favour, if at this time 
they had preffed to defefve the fame ; 
fo now they contemning it, may be af- 
fured never hereafter to be heard, but 
all the f^ieen's hard uftge of me to be 
•hereafter craved at their hitnds : Antl 
thus Ihajl ye part, without any juft of- 
fence to tlie Queen ; pleafe the humour 
oPthe peofrf^e, and ufe no gi'cater thrca- 
tenings, th-m fuch as I Ihall be very 
able to perform in the own [proper^ 
time : but abovL' all, ye muft not for- 
get to deal as earnefUy as ye can for 
obtaining your declarator, tliat I am 
clear and untouched in any of thofe 
practices, which, if by no means ye can 
get granted unco you, then muft ye 
defire to be publicly heard before the 
nobility and whole council, and, if it 
can be poflible, in the Star Chamber, 
where having delaited (^informed] how . 
many vile and untrue calumnies have 
from time to time been fpread of 
me, that I fliould have been upon the 
counfel of diverfe praftices ■ againlt the 
Queen's perfon and ftate, not^vith- 
ftanding 
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(landing of my ever upright and ho- 
nourable dealing with her, that ye are 
come there to declare unto them how, 
in my name, ye have earneftly craved of 
the <^een and council, that I might 
no^v be cleared of all thefe imputations-, 
which being denied unto you, ye could 
do no lefs than publicly there to pro- 
teft ye are, and ever were, ready to an- 
fwer^ in cafe flie would have accufed 
jou of fuch pra<flices ; otherwjfe, if 
nothing be laid to my charge during 
your prefcnce, that ye proteft, that 
I Ihali be counted clear of any fuch im- 
putations for all times hereafter ; and 
this for fear of after-checks ; and that 
ye defire this protedation to be enaft- 
ed [entered] in their records; and this, 
ex jure gentium, czjmot well be refufed 
unto you. Ye fee now, how your 
doubts obfcurely proponed, without 
making me particularly acquainted how 
matters go, hath forced me, againfl 
my nature, to write rather in an hiftori- 
cal than logical ftyle : juftly ye may be 
t& fore wfi^ied in reading as I was in 
wiJting 
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writing hereof- But I nrafV conclude 
now, witk giving you a check that ye 
are To halty to return, as ye begin to 
count the day thereof before ye fee the 
*nd of your errand ; which is of that 
weight, that I as mafter, and ye as 
Servants, mufl: fet our whole refts up- 
"On the well-going thereof, refpeifling 
Hot ^tiorn cito, but quam bene^ you may 
put an end to your affairs there. It 
Aallnot aJfd bfe amifs, that ye impart 
iiBch parts of this litter to Aich known 
«nd trufty friends, as-ye^cnow flialthave 
a fynipathy With their humours ; making 
«nd *ith my hearty wiihes to God, that 
iie may fo profper your labours, as the 
fruits thereof may yield Contentment to 
inie, afecurjty tothat a'fflided eftate and 
•country, and honour to yourfelves that 
are employed minifters therein. And 
thus I bid you heartily forewell. 
FVom Linlithgow, the James R.* 
8th af April [1601^. 

• Whatever may have been 'King James's cha- 
*afler as a man, or bis condlrft as amonarch, it 
feems tvidedt from tbis difpatchithat his judge- 
meat tvas found, and his apprehenfion clear. 

LETTER 
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Lord Henry Howard to the Earl ojf 
Marr. 

I Shall not need to fear any farfeit of 
lo^g^^mting,moft dear andnoble Earl 
of Marr, when my conftitation and af- 
fection, M tfie firft accident that either 
founds the name of Ring James, or con- 
ceras his fcrvicc, not only digefts cru- 
(Rties, but gives a frelh appetite. I 
Beed no other motive formyencourage- 
ment to adventure my beft wares in this 
fliip, than that the pilot's name is Er- 
Jtine^ and as little removed from your- 
fetf in honour as ia confanguinity.. 

I fhall not need to repeat any thing 
that is written to King James ; becaufe 
I thir^ his MajeAy ^vilI impart them at 
his leifure. I \vill oMy remember fome 
particulars, which I could not inferc 
there for fear of fpinning out my line* 
into great length ; and therefore it may 
pleafe your Lord&ip to fuj^ this «s 
it were out of a fecond infuAon. 

B * My. 
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* My Lord of Shrewsbury, of whofc 
idol's fublimation, or, at the leafl, of 
a purpofe to make her higher, by as 
many fteps as afcend to the rcaifold, if 
/he follow fome mens counfels, hath 
been defperately fick, not only of the 
ftrangury, but withal of fuch fevers 
fymptomatical out of (mart and agony, 
infomuch as it is not poflible, that he 
jbould live long in this torment, if it 
continue ; for the neck of the bladder is fo 
raw, asitflioujd appear, by excoriation, 
(which is the difeafe whereof Hatton the 
chancellordeceafed),asunlefstheycanby 
lenitives diminiHi fome pait of that acri- 
mony which brings on thefe fevers, and 
enforceth him to roar at every avoid- 
ance, which is every hour violentery 
cannot be perpetua. Now that the 
Queen hath fatisfied the world, in call- 
ing into her council fome of the nobi- 

• Some words fcem wanting to complete the 
fenfe of this paragraph, which is very obfcure. 
tt is probable, that by the rJ»l is meant, the 
Hufortuoate Lady Arbelia Stewart, 

lity 
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lity that is truly ancient ; I think Ihe 
would be glad, that he ftould give 
way to another; for Cnce his admiflionj 
ihe neither alked his advice in any thing, 
nor ever called hini into any caufe of 
weight, whereof, before his licknefs, 
he both complained bravely, and mu- 
tinied. He hath married a daughter * 
to the nephew f of my Lord of Kent, 
but without addition either of ability 
or allies : for befide that the young 
gentleman is of my Ldrd Simple's 
houfe, and as filly as lus father-in-law is 
flirewd, it is certain alfo, that my Lord 
of Kent will not participate ol thofe in- 
ventions and praiflices. One of the 
chiefefl: caufes that induced my Lady (rf 
Shrewfbury to define fo much the call- 
ing of her hulband into council, was, 
becaufe ihe thought that place would 
clear him of contagion, and encourage 
friends to fhow their afFedions more 
freely without fear ; but I do afllire 
your Lordfliip, they are lefs refpeded 



» Elifabeth. 


t Charles Grey, afterwards 


Earl of Kent. 
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than before, and hold h more dan^^r- 
ous to adhere to a figure with a fraflion, 
than to a cipher in his rit^utarity. 

The Queen's fufpicion of the Duke's 
arrival at the very jump of a ^wrlia- 
ment *, is fomewhat qualified, though 
not wholly (juenched, by tlie Duke's 
forbearing to fpeak any thing from the 
King, to difqatet her ; but ihe is (bil) 
infinitely offended with the very nj- 
Rwur both in England, -ami advertifed 
from foreigij parts, that fOch a niyfterjr 
was looked for ; and that the people 
fpeak as freely by this occaiion, as if the 
title had. been argued, and eftabliibneat 
agreed upon. 

The Mater of Gray writes to Cecil 
eameftly, that the Duke may be royat- 
ly entertained by her Majefty, and much 
favoured by Cecil hinifelf> becaufe be 
fays, that King James is incUneti ever 
to value thofe chiefly that are beft able 
to do him fervice here. Wherefore he 
doubts not, but if the Duke may be 

* Puke of Lenox. IinetOaQbtf 27. t6ei. 

fenit 
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fent home with the favour of theQueeif, 
he fliall be better able to blank Come that 
have eclipfed liim; which is a thing, as 
he fiys, that many worthy men defire-, 
that would be more induftrious and 
ready to ferve the Queeiit as he fays, 
than the Earl ofMarr and all his follow* 
ers. This counfel unto Cecil, as hefayfr^ 
proceeds not out of any particular, but 
out of fpecial affedion to him, and a 
great defire that he may be rather fitted 
with a friend, _vrhom the ftate of Scot- 
land loves and honours, than with fuch 
as he muft chufe, if he will chufe ac- 
cording to the flouriih: of tlie prefent 
tame, as they hate and envy. By this 
it appears, that none of tliem nave yet 
aay true light, or likely proof of any- 
thing ; which pleafeth Cecil exceeding- 
ly. Thus fkr tlieir praifttce ferves our 
turn, to defcry their malice ; and make 
Cecil fee plainly, that according to vows 
aid promifes, lie is nobly and foundly 
dealt withal ; and tliaC for ivant of de- 
aionftrjttioo, thefe adlive gallants are- 
forced tO" excercife their nimble ivits int 
B^ conje^ure 
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ConjeAttfe and froiplnecy. He prottedi 
ft fittle lartber yet, 'and vmtti to Cecily 
that King Janies^ -faking with t 
friend of tii»> fhould &y, that he mar- 
vailed that, though the Earl of Mani 
brought the packets, which- he re^ 
ceived out of England to his ownhandi 
continually, yet the IVfaller of Giiy re* 
ceiving advertiferaents from fundry of 
bis chcMceft friends, did not deliver 
them " Hereupon," fays Gray, " to 
** win his favour, without any pr^Up 
" dice to yourfelf, becaufeyovu- lettef 
** contained nothing unfit for him to 
" fee, I fent bim the laft letter which 
*^ I 'received from yourfelf; which he 
*' concdvedin very good part : and J^ 
" bove all, lie commended my intea- 
" tion and endeavour," fays Gray, " to 
*' make a league between you and lii& 
« treafurcr, which theletter did fpcci- 
** fy," In concJuiion, he advifetli 
Cecil to ^v^ite fome letters to him pri- 
vately, fome time, in fuch a llyte, as 
being read by King James, miey in di- 
vers degrees do good both to biisieif 
and Cecil ^ which is the fcope of liis 
induflry. 
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Inluftry. All tlus wind fhakes no 
ctHn; becauleCedl thtuks'tbatpoetrji 
tbout the packets^, that are faid to be 
delwered by the Earl of Marr, to bav« 
htea Mily an artifice to difcover by Qe* 
til's anfwer^ whether any fijch conToy 
Were fixed ; or in cafe there were not, 
to his knowledge, then to ftir up in 
Cecil a. ffrtmg and curious defire to in- 
quireanddifcoTcrwho they are in Eng-- 
Iflid that love the Earl of Marr with 
true affeflion. But never was jackdaw 
To well cozened in his o^vn fchool- 
points and quiddities; though Cecil 
forbid me to advert ife^thefe particulars, 
feecaufe they are of no great confe- 
quence to the main : a>id yet he thinks, 
that any one of thefe finall leaks would 
let in a great deal of water into the 
yeflel of our traffic, if the leaft point 
tome to difcovery. 

. * Kikittf-e, out of rage thtt her graad 
leak: 



• All the circumftaBces ahoat Lady KiMam, 
areTcrj gbfcuro. Ladj Kildare was a widow ■ 
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leak faath had a ftop, thotigh with all 
the kindnefs, caution, and confederation 
that difcretion can devife, as before this 
you know, is almoft mad ; and challen- 
ged Cecil to his face as author and con- 
triver of this inhibition, by difcover- 
ing fome things to King James, as flio 
had imparted heretofore to himfelf iit 
confidence.' Your Lordfliip need not 
doubt, but in anfwering, he played h)& 
mafter's prize, fometimes fcoffing, fome- 
times braving her. Whereupon I cau- 
fcd 9 to fpeak with her again, and fa 
ftrongly to infift by way of dMcourft, 
upon probable fufpicions, or rather e-s 
vidcnt demonftrations of the ill affec-- 
tion of Cecil to King James, as her idle 
apprehenlions might fpend and vaniih* 
for ivanc of proof or probability to 

BientioBcd In Cevtni letters m the lecond volume 
of the SiJneji Papers, as very defiroua of being, 
ntarried to Lord Cobham. In one W MrRbw- 
Jand Whyte, dated at the court at NoaiUch, 23d 
Auguft 1600, he fays, " it was credibly faidi. 
" though it be very fecret, that my Lord Cob- 
" ham was married to my Lady Kildare." 

■warrant 
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Tartaat them. After tfaeroimdfpeech 
of Cecil with her, flie fpake with 9 in 
another ftyte ^ afcribing his malice to- 
ward her, only to the amftancy of her 
ibvution to Cecil. But yet fte laid 
down likelihoods of her jwecedent ima- 
pnation, that Cecil was well aifefteJ 
to the King ; which both her own re- 
pentance upon better arguments, lud 
9's reafons fatisfied. She was in fuch 
ipafEon bat ofdi^int'as I aflure your 
Lordfliip, tl»t if ihe [had^ been difc(H 
*ered and deteifted ta the Queen by 
Cobham, as for a week and more the 
(^en's ftrange countenance to her, 
gave us all caufe to fear, Ihe was reibl- 
Ted to have accufed Cecil alfo, with as 
many probabilities as fufpicion and 
fpleen could heap together, of running 
the £inie courfe ^vith King James, to 
the utter ruin of alt his bed advaota- 
ges. Tor to my own worthy nephew, 
the Lord Thomas Howard, who is her 
counfellor at thefe bard ftreights, Ihe 
threatened to break the neck of that 
weafel (which was her uwn term) that 
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had difgraced her ; but the particular 
flie told him not. 

I think that 9 will lignify fome part 
of thefe proceedings ; which I leave ta 
him, and only befeech your Lordfhip 
to prefent this figure to the wifdom of 
King James ; who will foon perceive 
what proportion there is between thff 
good that podtbly can grow from fucb 
a bufy body as underftands no fecret of 
the Ilate, nor fo much as ordinary paf- 
fages (becaufe her own fex dare not 
fpeak before her), and the plunge flie 
puts the King's friends and aifeirs to', 
by thefe pailions and preci[»tationsv u|^- 
on every accident that troubles her. 
She is now put into the vein of fefekv 
ing by good means to draw Cecil to Bf 
vour King James : and here we meati 
to hold her, till the latter tlay, for any 
.good flie fhall ever work by her endear 
vour. For I have advifed Cecil, by this 
advantage of her intermeddling, to 
make that impreflion of his lefpetfl tio 
King James, ivhich may wear out thafo 
marks which facility had left in her 
mind. 
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iDind bdbre ; and make her fee her 
own idlenefs in aiming at impoAibiU- 
ties ; for believe it, that fhe keepeth in 
ber mind a large memorial of au ad- 
yaatages by word or a<Aton that may 
bold thofe perfons in this place in awe, 
diat ihe would reign over. 

God be praifed, tba( the King's fall 
did him no more hurt. God fends 
tliefe ivarnings, to make worthy fer- 
vanls fee how well it becometli them to 
let him know of what importance thefe 
adventures are ; and that this violence 
in esercife will every day lefs ftand with 
his own iecurity, with his country's 
good, and the grave conceit which the 
world holds of him. This were the 
wy for afpirers and competitors, as 
one faid to Alexander, in capite orbis 
litem finiendi. It were the next mean, 
as one faid to David, extingnendt iu' 
cernam in Jfrael. It were that error 
which difcretion forbids, to cari7 elixir 
in a glafs ; and I dare undertake my 
iord of iairewftury would have one 
diJfeafe more than he hath yet, upon 
condition 
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coodiUaa tiwt King James wouUt be 
t^m as catvlefe of hi( n^al perfon, and 
•f his future ftate, as be hath been 
Jutherto. Bw the more eager that 
fLich cockatrkes are o£ like accideaUy 
jihe more oag^ fervants of our flrong 
aifeifbion to quiver and trcinUe in oar 
very fouls ; putting bis Majefty often 
in mind of that oW axiom, TJiat/rw/fra 
Nepttautm invecat, <jui bis ad etmdem 
itt^git foopuium. If I were in the 
^ace of adm^iition, and by nature 
tongue-tied, asfomeare; Idoproteft, 
that the like (Kxafion woiUd break the 
ftring, and ^ve uctennce. 

I befeech your Lordihq) to devije 
fome courfe, by diredion ot liis Waje- 
Qjt how this bad perfon, Hamihon, 
may be diverted eternally from hence.; 
for it is be, that finding by his elvilb 
wk, that there is fecret motion which 
BO man's eye can ienlibly di&em, putt 
Kildare in palEon with ideas of di^ 
gc&ce ; ftirs the poor Duke to ambi- 
tion by fuggefting weatber-galls, and 
lofiifetb reafons aaxA illufiam to Bd- 
trees; 
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tfeei] who, like an oi^ft, IboAds vtheti 
the other Mows, according to th« mo<< 
ttons af his 6wn anquict thoughts, 
tfbich affeA to be flnguW^ I hftve left 
^s matter wholly to ftiy letter at thif 
time to wofthy Mr Edward Bruce, who 
will acquaint his Majefty and you with 
til that hsth pafled in that myfVery. 

This parHament hath no other fcopft 
tiw objeA than the fubfidy • though it 
iTeat of other matters obiter, but chief- 
ly of ploralities amofig the priefls, 
anJ monopolies • among the laity : 
though little I tliink will be done, the 
fine pinching prelent pofleiTois, the o- 
ther paring and impairing the preroga- 
(iye ; which the older the Qi*een grows, 
the more ihe will Jelire to fortify. 
, Touclung Aiccelfion, nothing pro- 
.pounded in figure, nothing conceived 
in prejudice; but all minds as tho^ 
rougMy ^rfuaded of one ^tb, one 

* Many monopolies were giren up this parlia- 
ment, and the Queen thought it pfudeUt to 
]bc« fbfiU co*ip)ai{)iMe to Iier people. 

C right, 
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right, one claim, as if all the dates 
bad concluded it. 

The Queen in all her robes had fal- 
len" the firit day of the parliament, if 
fome gentleunen had not fuddenly cafl 
themfelves under that fide that totter- 
ed, and fupported her. The King did 
fell \vithout harm ; the French King, 
yith a great bruife ; which proves, 
that fome great pJanet in this configu- 
ration, was precipitate. But God is gra- 
cious ; Et'fapiens domnabitur ajhis. 

Pardon my fcribbling, dear Lord, for 
lam infinitely weary. The punifliment 
I would, have laid on the papers them- 
felves, and that they may be burned 
when you have perufed them. I wifh 
your LordSiip all happinefs, and my- 
felf in your confort ; for & 1 am fuft I 
fhould not be very far from Sol, when 
I were next to Mercury. Till which 
happy hour, I reft now and ever. 

Your LonHhip's moft affedionately, 
devoted tolove and honour yoU) 
Kov. 28. Ci6oi.] 

Henry Howard. 
LETTER 
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Lord }^nry Howard to Mr E. Bruce^ 

MOft dear and ivortliy Mr Bruce, 
my purpofe was at this time to 
have imparted this difcourre to Kin^ 
James with my own hand ; though I 
confefs, that where cpnfidence is in 
common, diftributiona are indifferent : 
But fearing probably leil his Majefty 
having taken a furfeit of the length of 
that letter which I fend by this dif- 
patch, might hold me indifcreet for 
Jeeking with a carbonado to give him 
a frelh appetite j wherefore I hope you 
will pardon me in ufing your pain to 
iuipart toKingJames thefe particulars; 
and the rather becaufe you may cull out 
the chiefeit points that in this fecond 
freight or after-burden come to be con- 
fidered. It were agixater eafe both for 
you and me, if I did llabber up adver- 
tifements in pafte, and Hired the fub- 
ilance into fuch fmall pieces as would 
C 2 lef» 
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kfs offend the ftomach, and were more 
fit for a pye than for a prover; bat 
knowing that it is not poflible without 
infuflon of all ingredients to make that 
fovereign reftorative that flioukl Ao 
good to King James, I preJuine of your 
patience, holding it a ItCs fault to jw 
ient the matter in hjpo/iaji, with de- 
claration of all due circumftance, where- 
by the perfon whom it chiefly concerns 
may know both what and how to jodg« 
ex hbtriate arMtrit, than to tie him 
to the meafurcs of my own conceit, 
which is inferior to Iris, or leave will- 
fulnefe to future cenfuring, In cafe that 
any thing were left out by my n«^ 
gence, which being plainly laid dotw 
to the King's deep piercing eyefigroi 
eium res erat integra,, might perhap 
have induced him both to judge and 
to direft otherwife. You Aall obfervej 
dear Mr Bruce, by fome of the letters, 
■which I hope by this time are come to 
your hands, that I gave notice of a 
dialogue between the <^een and Co6' 
|iam, wherein Cgbhajn fpiced Cecil as 
foundlj' 
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foundiy touching idle apprehenfio'ns of 
his inclining to the fiiie of King James, 
as his wit would enable liim. You 
kno^v befide, that when tlie Queen ex- 
cufed Cecil, fo as fliat there were na 
further hope of working his malicious 
defire, nor of Jil^racing one (without 
fuch demonrtrations, as.it were better 
he were ftrangled, tlian he could pro- 
duce) whom llie reputes a pitlar and 
fupporterof her ftate, he made fliew 
to give back, and rather fear facility 
than corruption in the perfon whonl 
he found her fet and refolute to juftf- 
fy. Yoa muft remember alfo, that I 
gave you notice of the diabolical trf- 
plicity, that is, Cobham, Raleigh, and 
Northumberland, that met every day 
at Durham-houfe, where Raleigh Iks 
in confultation, which awaked all the 
bed wits of the tovirn out of fofpicions 
ff fundry kinds, to watch what clilc- 
kens they could hatch out of thefe cock- 
atrice-eggs that were daily and nightly 
fitten oa. Thefe things I am inforced 
to repeat, that that'which follows may 
- C 3 be^ 
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be better underftood j for ex ungu"'us 
leonepjy ex caudajcorphnern^ ex utrif- 
mtti id eji unguibut et cauda, dtmO' 
nem. ^ 

The firlt canon that was concludea 
iu this conventicle, was» That Nqr- 
thuBiberland, who is naw by their it- 
lufions^and Us owngiddinefsy afwom 
enemy to King James, fikould ofio- 
himfelf as 3 willing inllrumeot to Cecil 
to reconcile him to King James; for 
inter 00004 dormnaiwr lufcus ; and in 
this concert that have run foreign cnar- 
ibsjNortlmnibcrland, oat of a refidence 
of kind affetftioa in his uncle to Ae 
Queen your mother, makes himlelf 
omnipotent in the good conceit of his 
Majefty. Of all this I gave notice to 
Cecil ; drawing it, and much moK^ 
from a perfon whom he truileth gs 
himfelf; for fucha leaking fieve did ne- 
ver -water the wild gardeni of Hcfperi- 
des. Cecil being fenced andweU arm^ 
ed by this precaution, deCred in&nite- 
\y; that this o£er might be mad<> t* 
tlie end that be might make amends for 
fome 
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fome frank words caft out to him he- 

. fore his laft going over *> of his allow- 
aoce of the right of King James before 
.anx> thau|;h be did not; mean to make 
circles with Archimedes, while 0ege was 
laid to the cjty. Ac the laft be comes, 
and was fa well paid in his own coin 1:^ 
Cecil, as the fool, iinding that he had . 
fet up his candle to a wrong faint, 
begin to work back again, aad told bis 
«wn wife, that he had rather the King 
of Scots were buried than crowned, 
and that both he and alt his friends 
wouM etMi their lives, before her bro- 
ther's -^ great god fliould reign in this 
element. The lady told him again, that 
rather tlian any other than King James 
fliould ever reign in this pi^ce, flie 
would rather eat their hearts jnfalt, 
though Ihe were brought to the gallows 

* Toiisrqglmeiitmthearnij'of Prince Mau- 

f poretliy, tha S&er of Robert Earf of Eabj, 
mvi vifton «f Sir Tbooias Fhkic» nmirircdi Ho- 
fy Picrcy Ewl (£ HqP^itatefhoA. , 

•- inftantly. 
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inftantiy. He told her, that the Secre- 
tary had too much wit ever to live un- 
der a man that had a foreign ftock, ha- 
ving been fo fortunate under a ii^oman, 
that M^s tractable, and to be counfel- 
led. The lady told him, that he need 
not long triumph upon her poor bro- 
ther's miftiap, for [if} he kept in this 
mind, Ihe could expeft no better end 
of him than the fame, or a worfe defti- 
ny. Thus being newly reconciled m/- 
que ad conjugalem copulam, which ivas 
not in more two years before, they de- 
parted in paiTion, not according to tlie 
rule of the phitofopher, that omne ani- 
mal poji coitum trifle^ but by the dif- 
temper of an athcift, that, befides 
Raleigh^ Alcoran, admits no prin- 
ciples. Within ten days after, he came 
again, but without any other affeflioD, 
than a Flemifli jade comes to a courfer- 
mare, defiring only an heir-male, to 
prevent the brothers that are next, 
whom he hates damnably, and proteft- 
eth to fome of his friends, that, next 
W his wife, heabhorreth them above 
an;. 
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any. After this, he complained to 
Cecil of his wife's Scotttfti heait, ami 
was deiirous chat the Queen ihould uih 
dcrflaod as much ; hut Cecil refufed to 
A^;gefl, and vUhed himatfo to forbear ; 
becauft the world would abhor him, 
and of fuch a kind of malice, and fo 
grmmded, there was no redemption 
nor recovei-y. The cafe, Cecil told 
bim, when a man could not hurt an en&> 
in; wicliout hiirting lumfelf a great deal 
more J and therefore advifed him, to 
becireumfpeiS; in his own poflion. He 
&id, That he had much ado to love hii 
own daughters, becaufe they were of 
that generation. Cecil replied, That 
dley might prove like himfelf, &c. 

The next canon of Durham-houfe 
was, That he Ihould in anywife make 
much of hi3 wife for a while, to tilh out 
the feqret! of the h6tion of Eller, 
vbich way they inclined, and wIjo »- 
mong them were afiedted to the part trf 
Scotland,?^!:.; which in truth he foltow- 
eil fo mifthievoufly, working at the firft 
upon the love and kindnefs ora wife too 
true 
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true and good for him, as before fome 
warning was given, he did very much 
abufe her creduhty. From thence he 
comes, with meat in his mouth, in- 
forming his fweet guides of all tliofe 
myrteries that he could get out by infi- 
uualion and flattery. He delivered, that 
all Eifexians were Scottifli, and that 
the -widow daily prayed for King James ; 
that my Lord Henry *, whom he knew 
to be Scottifli, carried tliat houfe ; for 
though of late he had more difguifed 
his nffeftions than in former times ; yet 
he did know, that his foul was bent 
tliithcr. Among thefe refufe wares, 
the thing that ferved.our turn beft, 
was, that his wife did rail bitter-r 
ly againft Cecil, for being an enemy to 
King James ; and that tor this caufe 
flie accui'fed him. In conclufion, he 
aflured them, out of fuch fcraps as he 
bad raked together out of the alms-baf- 
ket, that all the pai'tifans in the lalt 

• Lord Henry Howard, the writer of this let- 
ter. By hmfe is meant ihefaeiil^ o/HoivarJ. 

j tragedy 
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tragedy * reforted to Southampton, 
without impeachment, by the Lieute- 
nant's ■}• fufferance ; that new pradice* 
were fet on broach ; that his own bro- 
ther, Sir Joceline Piercy, did ordinari- 
ly lie with him in the tower ; and tliat, 
in his confcience, he would, ere it 
were long, make an efcape, or attempt 
a worfe enterprife. 

Thefe wicked villains, Cobham and 
Raleigh, handled the fool fo cunningly^ 
as he gave them his word to break thefe 
fcand^ to the Queen, and, which is 
more, to put into her head a fufpicion 
of Cecil's difpofition that way, by 
the forcery of all the Ho^vards, who 
were vaffiils to that hope, and drew 
him by violence into their confpiracy. 
When diey had encouraged tliis gallant 
to undertake this enterprife, not ca- 
ring much whether Cecil were gallrd 
or Northumberland ruined, pleafing 
tiiemfelves with the comfort of the fe- 

* All the aSociaXes in the vnid attempt of £t 

t The Lieutenant of dw Tower, 

^uel, 
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^d, wl^b they looked for, Nor- 
thunib«rid»d*3 heirt failed hinl, in fo 
niich as he came ta Cobhatn^ preHing 
htm to brettJc tbefe matiei-B with the 
Queen, ind giviag hH word, that in 
cafe tile (^ueen pe<|nired proof, he would 
■ be produced to ji^ify. CobhEUn, that 
bad proved the tt^aknefs of bis own 
credit in the fame courfe before, drerf 
back,' [H^tefting,' fhac it was hot his 
own particular, but tarodred and 
affifted by his good wilhes and further- 
ance ; becaufe it was the only cour& 
to break the neCks of thofe chat, in the 
i^ueen's afieition and Cecil's indliftry, 
fi»«d between him and hU ends, of be- 
lag caBed forward to the govemraent. 
All this could not fet [him] forVvard, 
after he began to Ihrink, either finding 
omof.feufe, or being wai-ned by feme 
friend by c^utlon^ how defperate his 
hazard weFe,inundertalung to charge a 
p^onof that quality in thiseftate;and 
therefore he refolved flatly, that with- 
out a breach were firft made, be would 
not aflaulc footiflily. Then iRaleigh 
took 
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imak hini^ fnglr in land, hut vith a* 

finattefef):; wiboraCbre they iidblired, 

jnftm {mmife of &crecy, to brealc tke 

firft part only at the firft to Cocil, that 

OMiceriiB die meetii^ Ja the tower, 

wothaut cimdttBgttie poiat of the cnm^ 

kuiadan:-' which be did ^ccordingty, 

defpuriag c^ che perfonnanoe, when 

their SpDifuH'B pofl began to &rit^ 

knowingllhat it was aot pofible to fe* 

cret my tiaag that NcMthumberlatMl 

■^d biuie coDK to -anderftaiid, awl 

-conceinag cfafcily, how doep their 

,&are would -be conceiired to have 'bees 

in this adventane, if Cecil came once 

Co fcan or judge of it by any cafualjdif- 

-covery. Cecil iiad no foooer knonn- 

icdge of :this projed by CoUiam, who 

odtaGsd him to adsdie what courfe iie 

was [toj take, when Morthvinbeidaml 

did break: with Mm, w^ich ihe woukt 

perfitade himtodopre&nciyf aKJiedid 

indrai the nery next day-; wlureupan 

Cecil, -finding thtt the praAice meant 

l^inft Sowhampton format^, did 

{nerce Wnjiblf tlirough the other fide, 

difluaded 
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diiTuaded Northumberland by fuch 
pregnant reafons, as being heartily a- 
fraid before of the recoil of arrows in- 
difcreetly Ihot, was now more refolute,' 
and followed the counfel of Cecil/ecun* 
dam literam, and by Cobham's liking 
alfo; \vhen they could make no othei^ 
ufe of it, which was to merit Souths 
ampton's thankfulnefs, rather by tvam- 
ing him of the danger imminent both 
to himfelf and to the lieutenant, with 
jthe commendation of all, ttian to in- 
cur the cenfures of the world, by ra- 
king in the bowels of a man half dead, 
and infultingupon a poor forlorn hope 
in extremity. This courfe was taken, 
and this frequency cut off by good pro- 
vifion, without hazarding the graind 
lottery ; and fince that conclufion. Cob- 
ham hath revealed imto Cecil, upon 
■ proteftation of fccrecy, the fecond 
' point in like manner, ^vhereof he doth 
as certainly -know Cobham and Ralbigb 
to be authors and inventors, howfoever, 
they wrought artificially upon the trea- 
son, falfehood, and corruption of the 
otlicr'3 
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otter's heart, as that himfelf was bapti- 
zed. But this is not the time wliereiii 
ft wife man will take knowledge of more 
juggUng.than he may revenge without 
' jtsopardy ; for Qf3 it ftood now be- 
tiveen King James and Cecil upon no 
other terms than in time pail, I dare 
\milertake, out of m; knowledge of the 
ftofc he hath of wrong, that once with- 
ill a month, according to his former 
cutlom in thefe cafes, be would make 
their hearts to ake for it : But all this 
ikinnilh in projedion did end ' more 
peaceably, ^vithout any other markable 
affair, than an admonition to Cecil of 
that which he knew many ways, and by 
many means before, that hell cannot 
#ord fuch a like triplicity that denies 
the Trinity. 

__ But now, dear Mr Bruce, that you 
may judge in what a world we. live of 
fadions and phantafies, I muft let you 
know that, whereat you will wonder 
much, and I believe withreafon; for 
Cobham, finding how impoflible it is 
to cut the finews of Cecil's motion in 
D 2 our 
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eurdbte; andtliat, Uke it raging bi^ 
laWf he dodi rather brealt bimfelf thss 
the Fock againft which he beats, findings 
the fame diftmtce to be between King. 
Jaaie«'s greattiefe grtowlng, and bk. 
own fatfe glmy t^itnNiifliiogi '^ ^*^ 
between Jc^m Baptifi; and our Savlowj 
(^whom it £tid, Htmc oportet crefctref 
iibwtautetn.mmtiij^v.^ either tnnKJ 
within five dfiys after, or, atlhelettft,' 
feemed to turn another leaf, and taking 
the advantage <^the fitneft (rfthe time,- 
vherein lie wa« af^inted t»accompa' 
ny the Duke * at his lafl golsg to thoi 
Qjieen, brake with liim, touching the 
conceit which many hold of his aflfec- 
liimi toKingJames,and, as lumfeJf haA' 
<Hce imparted with his own mouth to 
Cecil, both excufed himfetf of impu- 
tations paft, and voiving fature affec- 
tion, which Js almoft miraculous. 
The reafons which he voucheth unto 
Cecil of his inlmuation to King James,' 

* Puke of Lennox, who retarncd fma Uk 
cmbafly in France by London ; SfHtifiutt^'* - 
fflfiary of Siotland, f. 46]. 



"I~~" "^^ 



LETTER m. 41 

are-diefe: i.Becaufe,a»hefaid,hughiBg; 
ti«re is no wifdom in being takeir 
iefeper, When the game determines. 
3. fiecaufe he doth difeove'r, that tho*^ 
Cedl be no jH'ofefled friend, yet he is 
BO mrfignant enemy ; and therefore^ 
fince the King's unfriends begin to quit 
riietr.party in all places, it were a -vaili 
partforhim to contend alone, or to bid 
bafe * foolifUy. 3 J Becaufe the Quee» 
berfelf, in her a£^ions, indines-thaf 
■way; and therefore weak eneourage'- 
ment for any other to Hand out witfar 
bim, or to fuppofe, that any of thefe 
idfeet and inventionSi that were fet m 
hand before, cOi^'Biine into the life of 
)vs fcciirity, or the ground-work of his- 
czpedation. 4. The diftenip?r of the 
ftate, which would force England erer 
to keep in with him. y. Hw temper 
of his own carriage, wliich cuts off all 
adfantages. 6. That EHex being deady 
there might be. hope, that King James 

* I do not undeiiUnd Uut pbraie ; it proba' 
biy aQmles to f«ne term ufed in play. 

D 3 Kceivin^ 
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ncBiVin^ cetmfefies' of itfothet 6^^- 
irat^nej^eA riie reailndat of hii cont*^ 
doates. i^z%, «tid aboreldl, Becmdii 
in vttorkhig te- advantage c^tfo prrieni 
•ppbmmity, be was net tbe ftirtfaiv 
from the firft occa&m i^i miglft cof»' , 
tent him better by ituat oltfaer eowfti^ 
that times and chases might oSeti 
Thu»: far be advifed Cecil akfo to hold 
n^fure, and march with htm ; imd- tA 
lit»iw, tHat he ^oteAcd to Qod, nan 
tlittig in this world vn dioK agaU^ 
Us heart; but riiatdifcretiiin,addieatii 
of his ftaie prefent, b^ the d«c9f a£ A*^ 
prince regmnt, and foture, Viy « itKh 
celTur martgnatn, ttrgedhim. 

Cecil, that knew 1^^ «enain hM 
CMirfes undertaken, as you have hean% 
that thefe were not the motiTies of Im 
revolution, (diough they migfeifWiove ft 
reafenabte man), "but ct^owably ii^ 
together by Raleigh, that hn pmtpoSt 
might be bener. carried and coverct^, 
difcouricd with me about the matter, 
alTuring me, that the Duke had imder-t 
taken to cl^r up all clouds, and bredj 
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» i«i^ivdtVB&.i>0twieea hm, wad hit M«^ 

-JteldCecU, th9t> hi siy opinion, m 
Ma»nlkiil owck wb«t tW Duka (^ 
wdnKake in tbis'du^aA* of ht» own a«h 
gflliatioB: fcHT tiv nwiBcr rfiat ia « 
Oprn TOW«d «o S? QtrUlaphar a wart-, 
peKkcTMbig tA li^r«lf> |^ei«DCed a 
poor fize of a farthing lyhen he came to 
Jand, laying. That bowioeyer lioncm 
•w&ot tbemfclwii lipoii the watery 
ytt faims opos the land would be reah 
iwabiy fetisfied. The Duke deale, at 
4e Spanilh merchants did at ihcir firflj 
i^r tO; th^ Indies i that, when they 
CMld get no s**kly ratlter thitfi they 
^\M return empty-handed, brou^t 
irory*. I told Cecil, that for mi? 

* The fbllvwmg paCage occtirs m twoMS&. 
ttp^ of Spottifwoodc'sluftory, which were is 
tin lUrarj of tlie Oukcof Leudfrdale. Dr Pw 
iWk Cwau% oatofihe pusiaen of Ediuburgb, 
'Mijiii^f comiqiMicatcd k t» the oditar. 

" It was cjpefled, that n this parliamesE 

" ti6o»]. *w»« motion (LouM be mada of a fui«- 

"ce^} bufwhca&ef IkwoothlngmDreadiU 

*' way. 
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to add caution to fuch a wit troe fa* 
penuTogant ; but yet I muft needs teU. 
bim, that the motives which indeed 
wrought mofl: with Cobham were iha- 
dowed and finothered. Ifis ends were^ 
cither, 1 . To get an advantage of Cc-, 
ci), hy participation in conference, a. 
To keep him at the kail from doing. 

" way, many dealt in prJTate, to Air np t&e 
" King to f«iid an embaiTy for that one bufine^ 
<* upon aflurajice, tbat the fame (hould be aBHk- 
" ed; and if the Queen did reEife, that an army 
" of 60,000, and thofc not of the meanell,ihouId 
" take the field, and not lay down arms, till tin 
"fame wai obtained; and leaft their wonfii 
" flunild be ditbelieved,. they made oSer, nptm. 
" advemfemcnt that the Kii^ would take thac 
" courfe, to fend all their iubrcnpUons in S ' 
" book, before he Ihould employ any in thit 
" commilfion. I had wanantmyfdf ihmi pcT- 
" fons of good credit, to propofe this at my re- 
" turn antohisMajefly; which I alfo did; bitt 
" was aniwered. That he did not intend to ftir 
" up a rehellion inEn^and, orraife any mutiny 
" agamft the Queen, but would attend padent- 
"' ly on God, who, in his own good time, be 
" doubted not, fltonld bring him peaceably t9 
" enjoy his right." 

that 
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Aat fiwrt, wMcfi otiwpwife It might btf 
rtrat he ^vould have d<Hi«, ^)on ctllc<>< 
wry of haimta by Ms ©wn pioWBers. y. 
To fearch, by infimiation, dte fcope at 
the King^ courifes, and vhat perfene ot 
account are aAors upon tfiac tb«en<e.. 
4'. Hold Cecil ID awe far everhya^ 
Wrtage either of his conmvance, or of 
M» confent. 5. To brearhe himfelf uj>* 
Oft this bare tree, tiH tie may take i 
fiirther flight. 6. To embarlt with 
•oe whom he conceives, aa he cotiM- 
ftd plaint; to Cecil, not to be much 
afefted to dw EaK of Marr and Mr 
Brace ; both which he doth hate mt»» 
tffly. 7. To draw (Vom King Jamea 
focb eftds of love and eon&jence, by 
eemmnnication of intelligence, as 
nught raife h»» prefent foKune with tha 
Qtteen, which is the mark whereat his 
coloured ambition doth aim, by giving 
check without difcovery. Theft rea- 
fbns Cecil belieTes to be the motives ; 
and therefore anfwered to Cobham'i 
plain confcflion. That he made a great 
adventure, if King James were either 
malicious 
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malicious or humorous, conHdering hn 
, ordinary axiom both fiiice tlie death oi 
Eifex and before, delivered with paf- 
fion, and often openly, That it was not 
poffible for any man to be a loyal fub- 
jt& to his gracious niiftrefs, that k- 
fpCHfted Kng James, in any degree, ei- 
ther prefent or futui-e. Cobiam 
faid, That fuch fervent fpeeches ivere 
f&&^ of zeal, and Co to be interpret- 
fdt Cecil laid, That he would nei- 
ther make nor meddle with his courie, 
but he had done that which he would 
' not adventure for his Aate, but hoped 
that her Majefty Ihould outlive h'mi; 
and after her, fetting alide confcienfx, 
which ought ever to favour right, be 
was indifferent which way foever it 
Ihould pleafeGod to difpofe of the mo- 
narchy. This cold anfwer pleafed not j 
but there was ho further help, where 
caution had fealed up fecrccy. 

The very next day Raleigh came to , 

him with- the fame brave flourilhes of , 

confidence and love, but touching the ' 

main point more refervedly ; for he de- 

uied 
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nied any kind of proffer of devotion or 
knd a&dion to have been made to 
King Jdmes from him by the Duke, but 
fvotefted, that the Duke had ient ear- 
neftly to crave conference with him pri- 
vately, which he had denied with agat- 
hnt anfwer, That he had been overdeep- 
ly engaged and obliged to his ownmi- 
ftrefs to feek favour any where, and 
^med in a fort to take the motion 
-unkindly, that fhould either divert his 
eye, or diminilh his fole refpedt to his 
own fovereign. Cecil anfwering, that 
he did ivell, and as himfelf would have 
made anfwer if tlie like offer had been 
made; Kaleigh, without any longdif- 
fimulation, went roundly to the point, 
deliring Cecil to let the Queen know 
the particular, what had been offered, 
. what anfwered. From this courfe Ce- 
cil difTuaded him by many reafons ; as, 
that the Queen would rather mark a 
weakaefs that gave the Duke encou- 
ragement, tiian praife his refolution. 
Again, that it would be thought a mo- 
tive only to pick a thank, and in the 
prefent 
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preSstit V <fidwBour, and it the f«* 
ture h^ fdaagary da mere littrttibanit 
oMldtfrerdaimngaodaBjr-waj'. A«d 
tbtts ended -the fioniedjr, wJnrelD 1 noM, 
Alt, tike ft birckm tnd that » c^ it 
ike fire when the faak i» puwflied»4lHT 
have both In fane fert entered iMe i 
Itind of treaty, without admitting; Nor* 
^mberhmdinto the leatl part of tb( 
teckoiAngt A fitfioverforliichac^ 
Mnid a [proper] rewu^ far SacU t**- 

Tte courfe which in tMs c*feC«dl 
■would advife you to cake If it pl«* 
'his Majel^, to wbofe 4eep we fulaA 
-our ju^ment, both in this and all *■ ^ 
'IherpointSjiSjfirft, to acquaint hisKi- 
'jefty with fo nuchas Is fet dowi coH- 
. ceming the Duke's dealing wth CA- 
tiam and Raleigh, before ehe Duke ar- 
rive ; that by comparing bis report •with 
that which the other (tid impart Tnth 
" -their own mouths, fo if it pleafc^OQ 
"by the next difpatch to (ignify the pff- 
ticalars, we may be able prefently to 
idvertifeKingJamea, whether is nwft 
lie 
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Kkeby circam^nce to add or diminifh, 
widuiut difcoTertng one fyllable. You 
nnft not touch one word in your letter 
^ (he confbltacions and canons of Dur- 
bara-hotife^ becaofe I had not warrant 
tftadrertife theiii, although I vere the 
tofiniment of bringing the chief things 
^di&oTCTy. The King's anfwer Ce- 
cH would hare to confift by word of 
mouth upon tiiefe points to the Duke, 
That his IVfajefty taketh this apology 
and olfer in good patt, as eifefts of a- 
wdl-aieaniAg imnd ; for though be 
Would be loath to give ofence to her 
Majefty, -whom [he] dcfireS in all 
thingsto content, by womng any lubjeA 
*fbers during her «wn time; yet is he 
gjad of all mens kind affeifHons, with- 
out prejudice to the duty which they 
o^ve to otie above all, and carries in his 
mirai a purpofe to be thankful to wor- 
thy perfons according to the meafure 
wherein they merit ; if the Duke crave 
traffic with thefe gallants of intelli- 
gence by correfpondency of King James, 
■ Cecil defires him not to yield to it in 
■' ' ■ E any 
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any fort ; for the firft beginning King 
James may find that their intentions are 
traiterous, and only fedt, like fyrens, 
by fweet fongs, to draw tbofe paflen- 
gers within the compafs of their dan- 
ger, whom they would work upon for 
private ufe, and defire to devour moll 
eagerly. It feems their courfe of traf- 
fic will be from henceforth with the 
Duke, and therefore it is good for 
King James, if it fo fall out, to take 
all advertifements in the beft part he 
can, and will the Duke to return fuch 
anfwer as his Majefty would have pre- 
fented to, the Queen; for that is the 
centre of this hollow circumference, 
as by the beginning it appears pfobably : 
for any wife under tliat lock of confi- 
■ dence and hopes, which is of |K-oof a- 
gainfl: aU the picklocks either of the 
one or the other ftate, let us underftand 
jhe fcope of their proceedings, out of 
which if we make not as good ufe for 
the King, and with as good workman- 
fiiip as you can wifli, then conclude 
that you deal with bunglers. The 
temper 
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temper which we would humbly be- 
feech King James, for his own fecurity 
and fervice, to ufe with ihem, is nei- 
ther to give them advantage by encou- 
ragement of intelligence, nor [make 
them] defperate by contempt of their 
offerings. This good we have gain- 
ed to begin witlial, that having li- 
med their oivn fingers with laying 
twigs, they dare not guefs nor challenge 
"Upon the King's fteps, nor chafe his 
■poor fervants by the fury of their in- 
■guifition. When you have perufed all 
thefe particulars, let them die for evei- 
in your breails farther than for caution; 
for they touch al! the arteries of our 
anatomy. Cecil bade me tell you, that 
he is ferry that it "falls not into the 
compafs of his own element to further 
'yourfuitas he would, but hath twice 
more prefled forward the treafurer, a- 
gainil whofe difpofition it is without 
an infinite advantage to himfelf to fur- 
ther or remember any man. 7 * means 

• Note, This cipher is noc diftinft in the o- 
rigiaal. 

E 2 to 



od. 



5« 



LETTER ffl. 



to urge him the mormng, whereupon 
I think he will deal with Cecil to afl: 
fais advice again, who will omit no 
-perfuafion nor inftigation to further it. 
You moil perfuade the King, in bis 
n«xt diipatch, to (iireA you to thank 
Cecil in the letter which you write t» 
me, for the light lie receives of Cob- 
liam and Raleigh by thjsadvertifementj 
ami if it pleafe his Majefly to ipeak «f 
them faitably to the concert which Ce- 
cil holds, it will be the better ; for Ce- 
cil fware to me this day, thx^t duo eri^ 
riaciiy that is, he and they, wouM Dfr- 
Tcr live under one apple-tree. The 
thing which Cecil would hzvf me print 
in the King's mind, is the niiferablf; 
ilate cf Cobham and Raleigb, ivhoare 
fain to put their heads under the girdle 
. of him whom they envy nioft, aod that 
_ they cannot efcape his walk with all 
their agility, which if you feem in your 
letter by the King's direftion to ob- 
ierve, you tickle the right humour. 
God make you lefs weary of reading 
' than I am with writiiag, or elfe I Ihall 
defpair 
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defpair of your patience. So wiihing 
to you, as to my oxen foul, and to him 
whom we bo^ htmour mofl:, increafe 
of all happinefs, 1 end and reft your's' 
cternaUy. 
Dec. 4. at 6. [1601.] *. 

Henb-tt Howard. 

Pardwi faults, for I want time to read 
over. 



• Tfiis date is coUefled from the n 
made of the Dulce of Leuuox being at the Eng- 
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Lord Henry Howard to Khig y antes, 

T Hough your prefent incum- 
brance about the compolition of 
quarrels and enmities in your own e- 
ftate, Moft Excellent, Mt^ Gracious 
aod Redoubted King James, witnefled 
E 3 of 
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tf( late by tbe &tthAil pea of Mr Brice^ 
^Hlnioaiih us not to trouble jrou vitb 
any copious difcourfe, time bdng ontv 
jiou more precioiu than pcttrU ; yet be- 
caufe your pteafure hath been alvayi, 
diat thofe things which 4o principally 
concern yourfelt" ihould be written to 
yoitrfelf, I thought good upon this oc- 
qalion to freight a little pinnace mtSi 
fome choice wares, ^vhich the great vef- 
fel of difpatch to Mr Bruce, being in 
kind furcharged witii fo many thin^a 
are already brouglit on board, cannot 
well carry, without fonie difproppr- 
tion in the bulk that is fent thither. 

The difcourfe to Mr Bruce confifteth 
upon many nice and dainty points, ac- 
quainting your Majefty by bim yf'ith 
the late overture made by the Slates, 
with probabilities to prove on both 
fides, ex Jiatu cofijeiiurali^ thai tbii 
"annexion maybe rather pretended for 
advantage, than intended out of ncccf- 
fity. Your Majefty alfo may thereby 
perceive, that whether iJiey difitmWe 
or deal faithfully, wheth«- the motive 
of 
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6f this iteration fae diftre& or art^ 
vheth^ tfaej work (ffisii^ or by ide« 
grees^ yon ihaU be ever yniy to th« 

rariations of compafics, and ia ch« 
maai time aifiire yourfelf of a frieod 
that, I hope, in tim jdace ihali ever 
kave beft and ii^eft means to do yov 
good, and to make the bed advantage 
of all -occurrents and o&rs, (o far as 
the natm-e of the iubjed will permit 
for your behoof, ivitha demonftraion 
of his own coD&ancy. 

Norwithftanding, - to prepare your 
miiid, left fo Arange, fa it^picious, 
and fo unlooked for an oifer at this 
time from thoTe, (\i'hofe humour, 
flate, and oftentation, have hitherto 
perfuaded their allies to doubt nothing 
fefs tlun fo ftrangc a leap, before tiiey 
cculd difeofes-frooi what bank they 
purpoied to t^lce thek rife), might 
make you Aart with « ^miof alloni&«. 
ment, hearing the dapy arifjalipoit 
feeling the Uow m eodem putUxp tew 
ports, if you fliould believe formahties^ 
ve thought £ood, 'iirA, to prel'ent 
tlieir 
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their offer made, as it ii without foW 
or creafe, and thereuptMi to crave yoiar 
own o|Mnion m orrmem eventian^ whe-; 
ther they [ffetend in eameft or in jellj 
becaufe in matters of this moment fud- 
den refoluticms are perilous, and often 
paid for a greater price than at the firft 
they might have been cheapened. 

It may be that this ofer, ca(t out ar- 
tificially to found the purpofes of Eng- 
land and France, how far they wpuH 
be drawn before this treaty fliould tak« 
efieft, will vaniih when they find how ■ 
little we do either fear or further it; 
it may be that the cold proceeding of 
Imperialifts, when it cometh to condi- 
tions of contribution and charge, how 
brave foever they feeni in tiie iirft ac- 
ceptance out of art or glory, may rfif- 
courage them J it may-bs'atfir;- thatal* 
though their motives were out of dif- 
truft of the'i^-ew*! forces, and their la- 
bour ferious; yet that which ihalt be 
anfwered from hence, may give a 
check to forward expeftation no more 
firmly grounded upon demonftrations 
of 
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jEif found effedt j but hi the mean time 
we defire that your Majefty ihould be- 
fa<4d all forms befwe the foumlatioQS 
be to'ougbt to a furer ieuling. 

If the wars of Ireland by fiibtraftion 
and abatement of iomjt coxnpasies, and 
a catting off a great part of that charge 
£mi|^t permit^, it is not improtrable 
b«t a l»ger meaiure of fiippjy might 
be afiorded to tlie States to fl^y their 
appetite j bat if it {liouLd come to tbi; 
QCtiMTnoAj a ad that aur ftate be driven 
to cfaaige their meaAve by the cbsmgie 
of mufK which is iienc from thence, 
yet Cedl wiJI then p^efunte to m^ an 
oflier of advice m>to yowr >Iajefty, out 
of that root of confidence which he ob- 
ierres In your cle^ aclions and thoughts 
of fuch counfel in this courfe, as yoii 
ihall jiKige and he fliall apprehend^ ac- 
cording to tbe temper of the motion 
to be for your behoof moft advanta- 
geous and requilite ; your Majefty may 
aflUre yourfelf, that your friends in this 
place will fcan offers, cautions-, propor- 
tions, and ends, with a verj" ftrange and 
pretifc 
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precife kind of curiofity for fo much is 
concerns youj nay, which is more, ac- 
cording to the courfe of dealing with a 
prince offo great llate, they will takea 
very deep eflay of atl things tliat may 
hurt you in the firft, tecond, or third 
digeftioD, before you tafte of them; 
and though in munch fortuito tlie wit 
of man can [notj provide agdinft all 
contingents or events, yet whatfoever 
happen afterward , experience and judg- , 
ment fliail allow, that as the fcho(J- | 
men fay, ex qualificata materU MJpo- [ 
/itione, it was not poflible for fafer 
councils to be Iquared, fairer hopes to 
be aflifted, nor more worthy ends fiir- 
thered. 

Both Cecil and I do humbly befeech 
your Majefty, that none of the eltCt in 
that place do, by any words, caft out 
to the Duke, or any of his complice!, 
(that have been recommenders of Ra- 
Jeigh's hypocrify), give notice of the 
dealing of Cobhian or Raleigh * in the 

• The names are in eipter, 7 and 1 1 ; 7 
elfewere ftands for Cobham, and It is probabk 
tliat 1 1 ftaads for Raleigh, 

matter 
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muter of this peace, or tax, thofe ill 
affeftions to him, upon the manifeft 
difcovery of courfes and endeavours fo 
far oppofite. For there is as little 
hope of altering their minds abfolute- 
]y fixed upon the poles of tlwir ambi- 
(ion by plain dealing, which perfons 
have no ends befide their own, as there 
was of working eafe orcomfort to South- 
ampton by your Majefty's requeft to o. 
in his behalf J for ever fince that time, 
and at this inftant above all, that crew 
liath more affiiifted him, by feeking to 
fcani the fcope of- his liberty, fince Ce- 
cil guards his life, and to draw Queen 
tlifabeth to make fale of his whole e- 
ftateforthe fparing of her own land, 
though the value be cried down exceed- 
ingly by a very long leafe, than before 
yourMajefty vouchfafed to write fof 
him. Such is the friendfiiip of bad per- 
fons, as are void both of inftinfl: of ho- 
nour, and of all regard of faith ; and 
therefore they fliall ever deal beft with 
your Majefty, that ihall fet up fairefb 
marches for you to beware of them. 
Were 
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Were it pafliUe far them, l^ aBj\ 
mean, to ffftt nocice, that yoar Mzjb*: 
&y mifliked c£ their axdezvamc to pro- 
cure thit peacC) the}' would as readHf 
conclude af the imitivB of Cecil's ear- 
neft oppf^thm, confidering thax borii 
his father had been m ttus degree paci- 
ficttt^ and he himfelf had heretofore in< 
dined to that fide^ they woidd ea£t]r 
conclude, with what adamant that 
needle were touched, that beiu to that 
pole ; and thereupon not .oalj di^^ 
Cecil's faitlilul induftry in this drift, 
but in all other things, and make him 
forever fufpeift (^een EHfabeth, if- 
ter fhe had found, tiiat Ik were in the 
le^ degree (though for her<Hv« good, 
if ihe could di^m withoitt pafikm of 
|)i-ejudice) inclined and bent toward 
you. 

Principiis ^fta^ Jero medkitta par*- 
tur. 

Cum mala per Joi^as im/aJuere mar at. 

Againft fnares Jet in fi> wesoj -vndks, 

it is not poflible for caution itTcU' to he 

Loo ^ovident j and I dare aflbre yonr 

Majefly, 
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Majefty, th* the weak hold which 
their wit or craft can take of any preg- 
nant advantage in thofc parts by their 
cunning windlafies, makes them fecret- 
lycbncetTe, that there cannot clmfe 
but be feme treafurc, where the guards ' 
are fo ftrongly reinfprced, and the place 
fordlied. They chat could at this un- 
liick}' inftaht put into the bead of Queen 
J3ifabethi that Lirid(ay * was now re- 
turning into Scotland from Rome, ■\vith 
great promifes of allowance, towards 
the maintaining of a guard, and other 
fweet baits ctf encouragement, drawing 
their difcoveryoui:. erf the ArcI^duke*s 
court, ,wl>«e they nouriftied a certain 
muddy fprihg of intelligence ; and all to 
this end only, that Qieen Elifabeth,be- 
ingftartled with fufpicion of you, might 
nm the. other courfe with a llronger 
refolutimi, would be glad of the leaft 
■livantage from yourfelf, or, any of ac- 
count or quality near to yourfelf, whcre- 
Mthey might ground proh^e -fufpi-; 
" F - . ■ «on 

' .^ * Sir Jame* Lindfay. 
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cion of co-afliftance, and fparjet to 
muddy water with one whiting box. * 
Thefe are t!ie points which I thought 
good to touch in particular to your 
own matchleft felf, for demonftratlon 
of that 'art which is iliU ufed in this 
place, though idly for want of likeli- 
hood, to infpire audacity. I vnW. now 
conclude, with daily and eameA prayers 
to the glorious Trinity for your prefer- 
vation, and humbly commend the duty 
and affedion to you of him, 

That is, and ever will be mofl af- 
feAionately and coDftantly devo- 
ted to your fervice, 

Henry Hovaild. 

After the ending of this letter, other 
occurrences fell, which fhall be related 
to your Majefty Iqr the Eaii of Marr, 
into whofe part I have infcrted fome 
particulars, that we may ever furnijh. 
out three courfes for your ferviee, 
whicli is the banquet that afle^ion anil 

* Tl^c words in Italics are luiQtelligible, 

induftry 
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indiiftry wiU ever feed upon. Once 
again, I humbly take my leavej and 
moH: afFedtionately kifs tbat facred 
hand, which was ordained by the provi- 
dence of heaven to carry fceptresheavit-r 
than that it holds, and to guiile the ba- 
lance of juftice in this land in xquili~ 
brio, which fo long panched [inclined] 
tothat fide which partiality doth favour 
Moft. The glorious Trinity prolong 
yourdays as the days of Heaven, and fo 
reveal the firft beginnings of all dangers 
in incunahuUs, as you may ever allidc- 
re parvulos ad petram, and, with Jo^ 
feph, draw the motives of all ill affec- 
tions to the fccuring of your own hap- 
pinefs. Amen. 

happy mind, that fo lies down; and 

deeps, 
When Envy wails, and Malice fits and 

weeps. 

Optd fpero. 
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Lord Henry Howard to Mr Edward 
Bruce. 

PErfuade yourfelf, moft dear and 
worthy Mr Bruce, that the imufel 
which you take in aiifwering,,donev«- 
trouble us, who, in th» cafe, think of 
JCing James, who is Goi's Ueutenanc 
here on earth, as I think of God, whois 
^place he holds, when I make my prayers^ 
which is, that out dabit quodpettmuSy 
out good ipfe novit utHius ; and therefore 
let this maxim ever hold at lufinburgh, 
^uod ilUfuerit opportunum, nobis fern- 
per fore commoditm. 

Touching the anfwer of King James 
to tlie Earl, 1 muft fpeak ^vith admira- 
tion : for though fome wilhed, if it had 
been pofljble, that no charafter of a royal 
hand might have remained in an uncer- 
tain hand ; which liad been mofl iafe } 
hecaufcj if one thread raTel out, the 
reft 
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reft wHl fallow ; jet h«h the King 
handled the caufe with fo great temper, 
dexterity, and caution, as ^ve do con- 
clude, that one, according to the itch 
of a good hiHnour, fo long as it ^viU 
hold, is fatisfied, and not much ventu- 
red, as his Majefty advifed him, out of 
Ms royal care of others, not toTend of- 
ten in, fodoth he. promife, <Hit of a 
Tcry great refpeft to himfelf, whom he 
only loves without any competitors, fo 
iiope that rule and this f^titation will 
be but like that crepitaculum quod datur 
pueris, ne quidperfringantindomOyZi 
we learn in the pt)litics. 

You la*e fo lirely fet forrii every cir- 
cumftance, which hi difcourfe, as well 
as painting, King James fetteth fortly 
to the life, as- Ave know very well boths 
what to- judge and how to correfpond^ 
which is the benefit c£ tnifty and plaiir 
dealing among worthy coadjutors j 
therefore in that which Cecil and I have 
fet down to King James, yoit Ihall find,, 
that nothing which pertains to prelenc 
F 3 life 
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ufe or Ibture fatis&iftiotL is ]f£t unaa- 
fwered. 

Northund>erUnd pretendi to run thii 
courfe with the ii^arl of Marr, without 
knowledge oi hts confederates, but Ht 
purpofe once again to deal with King 
JameSf for his ^vour towai'il that ac- 
curfed duality *, (confideriDg the 
weaknefs of his mind in containing my 
truft), makes me fufpe^l, as the powr 
woman laid to David, that, the hand of 
Joab is in. the pye, and that /uir aiieaa 
Perfona fuam agant comadtam : but 
hereof we ihall have notice, if it be fo, 
before it be long ; and till then we will 
obferve with judgment, and uittge with 
tiifcretion. Not pail one week before 
this letter came, Northumberland be- 
gan to rail of Raleigh to fome good 
friends ; but now they are again as dofe 
as ever in the combination of increduli- 
ty. By the reafons which formerly you 
have read, and die ftate of things whicl) 
you behold, you ^vill conclude, how 

* Raleigh and Cobhan. 

far 
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£0* our gracious King James flionld be 
from.attetnliE^ any motioa from tliem, 
pU quxrunt calliditaU receptticulum ; 
and tirould, in ihew,' be ambodextri^ to 
deceive the better-meaning fort by 
doubkners ; God grant that their great 
adrocate Northumberland may be able 
\a perform the fervice that is loolceU' 
fsrat thebleiledday } ^rl proteft to 
you, from the report of his own officers, 
that both the better and the worfe will 
abandon him . I hope you jhall fee mat-* 
to-s carried in fo good a fort, as the 
only way to fave his throat from cut- 
ting, will be to keep in the beft com-; 
papy, which, if he did nbt at this pre- 
ient apprehend, by marlting matters 
how they pafs, I dare aflure you, on 
my credit, yon jhould have fpared this 
peace-offering. 

Your judgmwit >sexceedingfound,Mi 
wifiiing, tliat over great pretlomiiiance 
\>j popular affedion might light upon' 
no one fubjefl of tie (late, to give en- 
couragement of working out of hu- 
mour -J for though fome be more odious, 

yet 
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jiet I find not that any one is dangerooi 
that hath place in our hemifphere. 

The kague is very ftrong betweefl 
Sir Walter Raleigh and my Lady 
Shre^vlbury * and Sir Walter Raleigh's 
wife : Much hath been offered on all 
fides to bring her into the privy cham- 
ber to her old place, becaufe Ihe is a 
Tnoft dangerous woman, and full of her 
father's inventions ; _/e(i canunt furdt\ 
There is a new invention among that 
crew, that Cobham fliould court his wife, 
and force his own difpolition to make 
ufe of her accefs and induftry, and Aill 
the admiral, if it be poiTible, who now 
barks at all their outridings, ami exr 
prefleth paflion, though without preju- 
dice hitherto They begin to bill ; but 
becaufe they do not tread, we muff 
expeft no chickens of the game, that 
in another age may m^ntain the cock- 
fighting. Cobham hath a fuitj and 

* • Mary tie dangtter of Sir William CavHi" 
diflj of Chatfwortl). Knight; CoHim't Peerage, 
Wf. 3. A 17. 

, candles 
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candles muft be fet up to all faints, till 
that end may be cinnpailed, which cau« 
feth this fudden heat of an after fpring. 

Cobfaam hath once again incenfed 
the Queen againA the leafc which South- 
amptoa made for years befoce this mif- 
faap for payment of his debts, and 
therefore out of the compafs of forfeit- 
.ing. She hath prelTed for It with alt 
importunity, but it will prove good in 
law, and ttiefe are the-fruits of Cob- 
ham's over-burning charity. 

, Korthumberland is unhappy: for 
both court and town exclaims againilt 
his indifcretion for challenging a great 
commander of the ftate * at fuch time ; 



• Sir Franci* Vepc.-^This quarrel liappened 

tbout the 1 5th April i<So3, There is in Peck'j 

Hiftorical Pieces, p, 33.^40. asarrative of the 
proceedings on both lides, drawn up in all the 
fwmalit7 of * Jaw-cafe, with answers, replie*, 
and rejmnders. As that book is little known. 
I hare fnbjoined Lord Northumberland's chal- 
Ic)^) and Sir Francis Vere's final anfwer, that 
M>r young nobility may fee with what gravity 
Mul preciAm their ferefiidMrs quairelled. 

Ut4 
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•as without breach of duty he could not, 
nor might not, anfwer him. 

ToucHflg 

hard Norihut^rland. 

" I told you at Oftend, that then was do ft 
" time to eipoilulate matters : now I hdd it 

" erpedient to call you to account for thofc 

" wrongs you have done me. You love to tile 

'" the air, and to ride abroad ; appoint then a 

" place and time to your Kfcing, that I may meet 

"you; bringyou afriendwlth youjl willbeac- 

" companied vvitL another, that ihall be winuft 

" of the thing Iwilllay to your charge. If yon 

" fatisfy me, we will return gogd friends ; if not, 

" vre (ball do as God fhall put in our minds. I 

" will efchew all bitter words, as unfit fbrmtn 

" of our occupation. Seek not by frlTOlow 

" Ihifts to divert this courfe of fatisfaflicffl : f<ff 

" all other means than this that I have prefcn- 

" bed, I fliaU call as an aifirmation of that I 

" have heard ; which will canfc me to proceed 

" inrightingmyfelf as the wrong requires. Jtke 

" me no replies by letter, hut fend mc jour 

" will by this bearer direflly, that you will, or 

" "hat you will not ; for from me you Ihall have 

3 more. Give no caufe of noifes in the 

orld to hinder this our courfe, left you baffle 

Dur own reputation. Whatfoever elfe \ 

lall do ia ^i juft caiiie of offence, fever 

" words 
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Touching all ether oiatters belong- 
ing to our ctmrfe, you fliall receive fo 
targe acknowledgments by the letters 
to King JameSf as to repeat them here 
were to abufe yoiu* leifm-e, and exprefs " 
my own idleueTs. Smtence is given 

" words I could not hare tiled to have cipreC- 
" cd my mind." 

Sir Franeh Vefe's final anfwfr. 

*' Becaufe I refufed to meet you upon your 
** peremptory and foolilh fummous, you con- 
" dude me in a difconrfe &nt abroad under your 
"name, to be ft knave, and a coward, andv 
" buffoon ; wherein you have provoked me to 
" £et afide all refpeft to your perfon, and to fay 
"yon are a moft lying and unworthy Lord. 
" You are bound by her Majefty's command- 
" mcnt not to a^l me, and I by the buTmeb 
" committed to me, not to ieek you. When 
" we Ihall be free, as God fhaJl make us meet, 
" I will m^ntain it with my fword," 



If the reader delires to fee more of this quar- 
rel, and of the behaviour of Northumberland, 
he may confult R. Jtbnfita Rer. Brit, Hifi. 

in, ii> f.sjt. 

at 
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at Rome * on tlie fide of the feminsries 
tliat they ivere neither fchijhattci not 
tnobedientetf in foiiKaring to iubmit 
tiH they fawwarrantbj Pontifical autho- 
rity, and aM their fpiritual aAs, titt the 
cMning out of the bri^ have bees j«- 
ftified, as they term it, ore apoftolkoy 
which bath put all trot Jefaita and their 
friends into a fever. 

In any wife be caroful, that the letter 
that comes to confirm a new frienfl, * 
may be written with royal protnife and 
fpecial favour ; for it will give great 
encouragement for his aflifting Cedl, 
and great ftrtngth to the party. Thus 
you fee that God works mightily by 
worthy means, and that as dief diet 
enidat verbum^ fo nox t2o(H ttuHeat 
fcientiam. 

" TTius, dear Mr Bruce, wilhing you 
all health and happinefs as to my foul', 
I end, wlfiiing for the mean that might 

* Winwood writes, .9th Kncmber i<03, O. S. 
that the differences between the priefti and Jc" 
ftlu are accorded; Mtmerialt, vti. 1. /.446. 

make , 
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m&e me know how far yotf may and 
fliall difpofe of me. 

Cecil doth moft tSe&icuately com' 
neod him boch to you and the iilarl cf 
Marr, and is glad to hear that any of* 
ice of hii CO King James may witneft 
jmd exprefs bis defire, to acknowledge 
in fome fort your fecrecy and conftancy 

Touching Hamilton, by this t'ttnt 
jm know bis mind; and therefore ' 
. when you hear, that after cure of all in- 
fimiities, ami iktisfadion of all defirer, 
be hangeth up bis crutch here for a 
moDiunent, tevtr be you afraid, what* 
Toever the preacher thundfereth at St 
Giljes, to undertake a pilgrimage. You 
imy ju^ hy the fnake's miferable coim- 
tenance, th^ he is froft-bitten in May, 
which among fome of your courtiers 
will renew the lamentations of Jere- 
miah. Yet wants he not his Nicode- 
Biufes that Ileal t]» him by night, but 
depart, as 1 think, difcouraged with the 
miferable fuCcefs of his advocation. 
Kow Northumberland means to take 
&s caufe of Cobtiam and Raleigh in 
G hand 



74 L E T T E R V. 

hand to the King, but nullas Jpes Jut- 
bet^Troja, fi tales fiabet. We ^vere 
never fo quiet and feaii-e, neither was 
the -world ever both ivithin and with- 
out more finely cozened, Avhich proves, 
that both honed men and good work- 
men have the caufe in handling ; and 
therefore non tranfibit ijia generatio 
donee evenerint omnia^ &c. 

Again farewell, wortliy Mr Bruce, 
and be as fure <^ a good fequence as 
they are of the gleeke *, that find no o- 
tber caufe of exception, than deflre to 
fleferve well of him tliat deferves beft 
to be fervAl and honoured- May the 

Yours affeiftionately, aod.ever,. 
■Henrt Howar.^. 

■'Eiy pen^fing thefe originals with at- 
tention, you may judge beft (tf the par- 
ticular J but in any cafe be careful to 

* A phraft at cards vhen one has in his hand 
three of one point or value. 

\ This ientence ap'pears co bave been left un- 
toilbcd, 

. . fend 
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^feiul them back with the copy of Cecil's 
letter that I fend with them. 

After 1 had folded up this letter rea- 
dy ahuoft for the feal, I was fent for by 
Cecil, and with him had long difcourfe 
of a fliarp encounter between bis fove- 
rqgn and him about the poveiTy of the 
ftate, the contmuance of charge, the 
difcontentment of all forts -of people, 
and impoHibility to go through at this 
Charge .which her affairs put her to. 
The p^on" was Ilrong, the fmart very 
fenGljle, and the reafons more pregnant 
ihan her maiinsr is to produce of ordi- 
nary, which made me afliire myfelf, 
that tliey which infpire her take more 
pain than they .were wont to ftudy 
■their own politics. They have made 
her feel the vail burden of her expence ; 
they have made her fee the Ihort mea- 
fures of her fupplies; they liave put 
her in fear of aU kinds of diftiefs, that 
ivant in the fiibjeift, and excefs of cliar- 
ges td the ftate, is like to bripg her to j 
they have fought to make thofe fufpefl:- 
ed that perfuade the Avar, and thofe ei- 
G 2 ther 
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ther negligent w corrupt that condu^ ] 
the war, putting a firm conceit, and 
not improbable, as it is fet out in co- ' 
lours, that the Iriih war being the ; 
vhiefefl drain of her confuniption, ia 
fortified, and fetl for other mens parti- 
culars. No man could anfwer more ju- 
dicioullyand honeftly than Cecil toe- 
very point, tempering her fears, im* 
proving caufes of hope, excufing par- i 
foQS in emfdoyment, and abating paf* i 
Tion. My weary hand, aiKl care to &• I 
Tour your overlbiuaed eyes, m^i» me ' 
forbear the fecting down of particulan{ 
and be5de, until a man be fure that 
this embryo is Ukely to receWe life, 1 
will leave like an abort in a bench- 
hole *, where the fun fliall not fliine nn 
it ; but if it once begin to quicken, 
you fliall foon have knowledge, and up- 
on great caufe ; for that it will be time 
to think of the throe* which both 
Aares muft endure before they be well 
delivered. 

* This is unintelligible. 

Thougfi 
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Though it Ihould fo fal! out, that 
King Janies h^th already written the 
letter for confirmation of the new-come 
gueft, Jfylo vetere, that is, according 
to ihe copy which I fent without com- 
roiflion by the lafl difpatch, (the fame 
hating no explicit or literal promife of 
the King's fevour to the party, and of 
his bountiful and thankful purpofe to 
reward the merit of this prefent in a 
future change), becaufe the fubftance 
hangs upon this joint ; or though it 
happan that the letter written Jiylo 
primo be fent a^vay before this packet 
arrive, Cecil doth humbly intreat King 
James, that it will pleafe him, for his 
own fervice and Cecil's affiftance, to 
write another with the golden- promifes 
of reward and thankfulncfs to the new 
guert, &c. for inthat cafe he will for- 
bear to fliew the firft letter to the par- . 
ty, till the fecond come in the place 
of it by the next difpatch you fend hi- 
ther ; for thui mun: men feaft doves at 
their firll approach,, that will Iiave their 
dove-houfe thoroughly repleniihed. 

G 3 . The 
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The lame ktter» whereof you fenc 
the copy by tlw pack^ CMning bgr the 
ordinary way of Nicolfon *, Cecil 
thought good to ftay from delivery, 
being not defirous that the Queen 
Ihould have more thanks than ihe de* 
&rves for fo poor a reckoning ; and 
on the fame fide ftands mylelf eameft- 
ly ; for it is certain that the Queen be- 
ing brought with difficulty to grata, 
having fmce not only oftentimes re- 
pented in her own bafe humour what 
Hie did before, but ca(t her own deed 
in the teeth of thofe that before ^vere 
eamell toperfuade. Again, theQuees 
being at this prefent needy, as you ma^ 
perceive by this, and greedy to take 
hold of any Aort confeiHon that may 
ivefent the figures of her bounty in 
bright colours, woukl either feefc to 
cut oiF charge, or think fhe had wrought 
fcmie great miracle in caufing ^he lame , 
to walk, or rage againft thofe that in- 
duced her, or hold her band hereafter 
i^n any motion for further fatisfadion 

■* Aftait m ScfUlUid for Qnecn Eli/iibcth. 
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In a time that inay fenre better, or con- 
temn the King's indigence^ (which ma- 
keth fo great value of fo poor a contri* 
bution, and efpecially of fo ancient a 
date, no ne>(r caufe moving it), or 
which is woril of all, fufpe<5t that ttiefe 
uafeafonable thanks come in the way 
of preparation for fome new demands, 
-which would inflame her agony. If 
lus Majefty, upon the view of thefe 
conceits of mine, fhould notwithflandr 
tng think it fit tliat it Ihould pafs, upon 
bis pleafuie uuderftood, it Ihall be done ; 
but in the mean, duty moveth us to 
fend the grounds of our opinion, that 
view the changes and affei^tions of our 
own element, fubniitting aU to the 
will and judgment of his Majelly, who 
is our oracle. 

The Queen*s order is, that a letter 
of comphments fhall be written back 
to the Duke, without any other notice 
taken of the propofiliqns, which in my 
judgment mad« a fairer fbew to tiw 
conceit of him and his advifers at the - 
£rit, than they will do at the return of 
bis 
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his Mercuries. If every projeft were aif 
foon quickened by fadsfatftion as it is 
tonceived byfelf-love, the world would 
be full of miracles. There want not 
in this place that hunt for all advanta- 
ges that may give King James furef. 
footing in this fortune every day ; but 
when thofe fpring, our worthy Earl of 
Marf, and our worthy Mr Bruce, 
might hold their love and confidence 
unluckily beftowed, if any man alive 
next unto King James himfelf IhouU 
fooner hear, or fooner execute thofe 
opportunities. Hamilton being mailtf 
acquainted with the Queen's pleafure, 
and advifed to prepare himfelf, made 
anfwer, that as yet he yas not ready, 
nor could be ivell thefe t^velve or four- 
4e^n days, for fome private bufinefs that 
detained him. His very countenance' 
defcribed fo deep vexation as his very 
words were in pain to diflettible it 5 
but foxes mig^t leap over the King*s 
*alls, as tiie prophet fays, if they 
. Jhould continue at one height till hi^ 
hands railed them. His' pretty familiar^ 
i keep 
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fcecp him in heart, as it ftould fe6m ; 
for he means to Ktum, but with a fain- 
ter heart, and a colder hope tlian he 
let forth with all his flourtlhes. 

I mufl now defire you earneftly to 
become an earneft fuiter with King 
James, that if H. Leigh be come with- 
ra the border, his Majcfty will fet the 
reft of his grace and favour towards 
him to bring him back again ; for 
fnares are fet to catch him here by anjr 
mean, upon fomercandalousimpreflions 
that hare been lately put into the 
Queen's mind by 'our Vice-Chamber-* 
lain, from theLowthers ; and their fee* 
tioD are daily multiplied by my ne- 
phew Scrope *, and therefore being 
caught, he Will be put to all the tor- 
ture of the world, in which cafe flefli 
and blood cannot affare itfelf what pain ' 
may bring it to. It is feid here, that 
he is malecontent, though no man 
kbows for what occafion ; and i: is very 

* "Lord Scrope. Hj$ motlter was Margaput 
l-ord Henry's fitter; CtHix/'j Pttragi, voi. i. 
^ 14, 

true. 
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true, that his humoars are bath Tio< 
lent and ftrange. Wherefore as yon 
do value your beft friends in this place, 
help this hazard before it come to head; 
for frujha de fucceffu querimwr cum 
eaufas negligimus. Thd matter at this 
prefent, I proteft to God, is of fcr j 

. greater confequenws, tor fo much as it 
(oncerns the coniervation and fecurity ' 
of King James's minifters both here and ■ 
in other parts, tlian any other thai we i 
can conceive or apprehend ; and thei> ' 
fore muft you work j-our feate with i 
fuch refpeifl and caution, as the nian 
may be rather moved with tlie King's 
unltindnefs, encouraged \vith expeSa- 
tion of future rewards, acquainted with 
the nialice that is borm to him, than 
fuffered by any mean to underftandMi 

■ ff^n adjunda^ or tlie true caufe tliit 
indeed doth move the King to revoke 
him. It is probable jthat he that ' ' 
dealt with him from the King, ei^ 
underrtood not the difpofition offw 
man, or underltood not the myfte!? 
that makes his detention of more ufe 
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than his adion. For as the man is vio- 
loit and humorous ; fo when he felt 
himfelf fet lighter than he fets himfelf, 
undoubtedly difdain or rage enforced 
himagain(ltheftrengthofreafon,andof 
former refolulAon,to grow thus quiet- 
Ijdifeontent' in appearance, though, I 
fear,n]ore violently vexed in hisown paf- 
lion. You muft in this cafe Itrain both 
interefl: and care, for in half an hour 
out of any humour he might do more 
mifchief among King James's friends, 
tii^ the world could compound again. 
Men are as often to be vzlaed fecundmn 
pid, zs/a?tplicit'er. Acquaint his Ma- 
jefty, I befeech you, and my dear Earl 
ofMarr, with this exigent, which may 
be fuccoured ip time ; for believe it, 
inihout fpecial care and travel, that 
mailerful nature, ralh prefumfditui, and 
giddy head, neither regarding prefent 
•danger, nor future hope, fetting wit 
«il common fenfe afide, is as likely to 
coDieto London from the bprd^r, as 
fron) 
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from Edinburgh to the bordeters. U 
there be no otlier mean toqiuet him be- 
fide about the court, I will devife 
t^e means, upon advertifement from 
you and the Earl of Marr, how we 
Jhall be both excufedtnd winked at; 
befides, as his quarrel of unkJndnels to- 
wards me is, itwasmy great care, that his 
particular ihould not dillurb the njaifi, 
and, that he Jhould do that which was 
bell for the King ; fo, if you get him 
back again by fair words, or by any 
mean, I will plcafe him again with 
court holy water. 

Dear Mr Bruce, have only care to 
Iceepus fure from tlie paflions of Leigh, 
and the ranity of your dodor, mi^ 
with openiiefs ; and thqp,. by the grace 
of God, I Ihall be able to perform the 
^ fervice that becomes me to King James, 
till it pleafe God that he make fame 
good ufe of it. 

Tims, recommending myfelf, 9f 

ftate, my induAry, to your conAaot 

love, 
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Ure, refp&fl, sad tendernefs, I end, 
wfting ever. 

Yours moft a&dionately, 

HEMK.Y Howard.* 

■ THi letter, from thjttaeaimtaia.de of Lord 
Hordinmberland's challen^g Sir Fraacis Verc, 
mUll have beea nrrittea about the end of April 

l602, ' .... 
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Urd ffemy Howard to Mr Edward 
Bruce. 

ALbeit, at this time, moft dear 
and WOTthy Mr Briice, the free- 
(tom ofthependf ourwot-thy,conftant, 
and dear Cecil, in writing at good 
length, the copies of his letters, in 
ejpreffing withinoftfrefh and lively ,co- 
linrs the proceedings of all parts, and 
iBsf large letter to King James, have fet 
ibrth particul^s fo near to life, and to 
add any thing were ppeti'y, to improve 
H . were 
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were vanity; yet I know it fares witb 
me in thefe difpatcbes, never fealiqg 
up the canon till I have ialuted the Earil 
of Tlarr and you canomce^ a* it dodi 
with thofe that never think they han 
well dined till they clofe their ftotmdi 
fpith Ibme conferve, that may further 
djgeftion. 

It is not poffible for things to be tx* 
ried with more kindneTs, caution, aid 
fecrecy, than they are in your pamlld; 
which is the caufe, if you mark it, wl^ 
this fpring doth ferve you daily moFft 
abundantly^ wlUch would otfaerwift 
either have been dried up, for wailF ^ 
ufe made in due times, and with due 
circumftances, or diverted 1^ difcoO' 
ragement. Acknowledgment of tte 
King's rare worth, and the tendemeft 
pf the Karl of Man* and you, in con* 
fcaling thefe mylleries as well from La* 
vitical as from vulgar eyes, muft em 
move us to fing one fong, and m eU 
tune, that- they are happy, vth/oSe hap 
it is to ferve princes that are bothtbfflk'' 
fijl and .provident, ■- 

■. . . AU 
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, All your advertifen agree in one 
Wifent and harmony, tliat Klijg James 
fiill concinues in his hard conceit, de- 
%iring.of his love, and yet devifing 
with thefe idle fello^vE:, how to temper 
moods, which makes them tliiis de- 
firoos, as you may perceive, to win 
the ftart of others, and for their own 
advancement to contend for tliis ad- 
nnta;ge, that they may ingrare their 
names m rafa tabula^ having firft wi- 
ped away . chofe impreflions which, by 
A- King^ difcreet anil refpeftive words 
caft out to gudgeon fools, they fuppole 
to be contained there, as fome do, that 
tlKre is a msn in the moon, and cities in 
the circumference. But thanks be to 
God, thoft rubs were fwept out of our 
lUcy, beipre that any of thofe labour- 
ers did fo much ^as take a broom in 
land. And therefore a man might fay 
Bttrrily to Hamilton, were the jeft as 
fife as It is apt, as the old woman faid 
to the lail French Queen, coming to 
Cfaartres to require our Lady's inter- 
ceffion for faer conception with child, 

« II i that 



88 LETTER VL 

that they came too late; becaufe the 
prieft: that caufed the concepctoos was ' 
departed out of the diocefe. But to 
conclude this point in earoeft ; foloi^ 
-fliali Kingjatnes be well ferred, »d 
his friends fafe, as he holds this coiH^, 
and leads them by wrong ainu frooi'die 
right mark, ivhereat, mlhooting poi«- 
- blank, they might eafiiy mdte work&ir 
' Cobham, Raleigh, and their cong- 
ees, who hover in the air fat an adrtO- 
■tage, as kites do fbr carrion. 

By that which I have written toK^ 
James, and the copy (^ Cecil's ftiimi 
" anfwer to the Maftec of Gray *, y*i 
may imagine into wint damger the fi^y 
of Kildare hath not only brougltf fcef- ' 



* ThiimaO) formerly a prujie ferauritei^tli : 
^ItismanerKing James,, appears feoto ibt^f w \ 
ters to have been a penfioner and fpy of tfie B^- i 
' lift miniftry. The fame thing may be gawf' 

■ ed from Winwood's memorials, where SlrSfc- 1 

■ ry Neville, vol. i, p. J9. defcribes him t« bs 
- ioiievi ajid wmi: ^ 
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a^t but the caufe) Iter courfes beii^g n* 
loDger whifpered, but almoft dtvul^d 
m tbe months of £0 many. It is not 
poffible by art to do more than is done 
in this place, to the ftopjnDg of the& 
leaks ; but befide the peril of her traf- 
fic, which is full pfinconveniencc, thus 
veak ihe is alfo, by ilrange aifedion to 
Cobham, whcnn never woman loved, 
w will lovcy befide herfelf, that if he 
could but Mice bring bimfelf, l^artor 
wifehood, Co flop but one leak, I dare 
aiTure you, on my credit, which ihaU 
aever iail a triK friend, that he might 
iDtfae iame inilant not only defcry the 
card, but iiigrofs ibe gain unto himfelf, 
4^all the voyages and difcoveries which 
&e h^h made from the firlt day of her 
putting to.fea, which King James's 
friends perceive ; and therefore clap oa 
a^ our fails when (he doth but offer to 
ipproach, or underhand to contraft 
with us. '&atpr<tterttafaciUus repre~ 
iieniU poffunt quam corrigi j and herein 
may we tafte the benefit of entertaining 
Jtwr advenifers : for if the Mailer of 
H3 Gray 
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Gray had conveyed hii |)«;ke't incb ai^ 
other hand than that he dotii, you had 
bdbre this time heard of fuch a fire, sa 
bendecombullion, thevery finokecrfit 
would have alnioA choked f(»oe of ttae 
beftofxis. AbitinencefromheQcefortH, 
and prayer for delivery from dangeis 
paft:^ are the beft means that can ferrc 
?or the prefent need ; for though- (hfc 
tnuft be ever ufed with refpeft, yet c* 
vete thirographa. Tliis Mercury, fo 
long expefted and foretcrfd l^ you, ic 
now come to fuch ptirpofe, and. in fii(^ 
form, as Kingjamei will impart to 
you. They find, that dt their ram 
projedHons are vanifted and putriBedj 
for though Cecil carry that fweet difpo- 
lition, as keeping himfelf fecret for tte 
Service <rf King James, and his own 
-£rfeguard with all, he vould take faoM 
of any man's kivention that might do 
good; yet, fifKHngbythefubjeAofdB* 
employment, and the means of opera- 
. tion, that tJie icope is only to be nUen 
of the car of Phaeton, which tliey can* 
not guide, and co draw bufineA intto 
ihemfelves, 
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t^kemfel7os> M/hidb they know not how 
to manage, reiiidves to hold tus wonted 
coHrfe d[ caution and refolutton, den- 
ying all-adv9t^tagp that he can perc^ve 
hy their advertifement lor Che further- 
ance of his pvro. end, and yet ftill kiv- 
?ing themintliat ignorance whiphis thp 
another of our devotion. Ti\^ weal^- 
4)efs of their judgments doth agp^Sf 
jiy their ^le^titjn of means to raife their 
^wn reputation*. For as thin^ 
ftand now,- they lhot)ld abufe you Tcry 
mnch^, that Ihuuld feek to perfuade ei^ 
-t!**" King Janie4, or any faithful minir 
;ftfir of his, that aqy friend in this place 
tiiat fhould firft begin tO' move th? 
4^cn to fend the garter into Scotland, 
jfcotik! erer more after that be ^le tp 
Iterform the part of a true friend in any 
fort^fucfa is her fear of fettling hisMajaftf 
Snany Engtiih ftall, th»t niay give po^ 
Ifeflioii or eihow*ro<HBj when every 
anan begins to fee more light at leifer 
JK^es than Ihe could wifli ; but by thl^ 
opportunity, of opening the point in 
anocbei' tmoe, Cecil may perceive the 
; fecrct 
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lecret of his heart in that parttoilif, 

and touch points freely by occallon, 

which would have burnt his fingers n 

have apprehended ex propofito. If an/ 

thing ^1 out concerning this bef<»c 

the packet be made up, you fliall ud- 

derftand ex antecedentcy if after,^ 

confequentiam. Methinks you ihooU 

fmileat their endeavour to augment the 

penfion, for no other caufe, than the 

raifing of the Duke's credit, when yoi 

call tn mind with what difficulty the tiA 

addition was compared, bow ikmndljr 

Cecil hath been remembered at er*- 

ry payment fince, for furthering 

and procuring the grant, and bow 

hardly rhe Queen can make the laft cot>- 

tribution by parliament, extend to the 

bearing out of all charges till the next 

aflembly. Befoi^ tlie I>nke cantterifc 

to bring thefe things to pafs, if- God 

refolve not once again, by the rod A 

Mofes, to bring rivers out of rocks, be 

might have gotten the fOTelkins (^500 

Philillines. 

Touching K. James's reflrunt of aU 
Jundi 
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kinds of correfpondencewiththe bottte- 
' .fcux^ you receiTed So many motives •£ 
- good confideratioD and demonflratioas 
of oeceffity by the laft dUpatch, as to 
write more than was at that time ex- 
preiled, and is now more li^tly touch- 
ed, were mere idlenefs. 

You (hall- perceive by Cecil's letter, 
-that another friend isbcou^t into the 
rcburcih ; and therefore, when fuchftars 
flioot, it draws near to day; and bis 
.Majefty, finding with what care and i»- 
.fh^ry thofe aids and inilnunmts are 
^nod, that iHuft ferve ibr neceilary 
ufe, vill more evidently find bow little 
)X, n aeedi^ circtfmire aquam et ari- 
AttHy to win profelytes : for in this iar- 
.Tice, as into the fecrifices Btmx Det, 
.«o mo«e inftnunents (either to oblerye 
«r Jto celebrate) muH: be let in tlaaa 
.have offices. I do aflure you, that the 
building will be ftronger, l^ the rai- 
fing of fuch a bank, and they that lie 
within Ihall be moreiafe, both from 
the grratta- and fix finaller ihot that 
lie 
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lie in wait upon the leaft peeping oat 
with their heads, to pepper tbem; 
Therefore I do as much reverence Cecil 
for his caution, as love htm foe bis 
tendemefs, and adhere to his conflancjr* 
At this time I will trouble yoa no 
further, left I mar the cure which Ce- 
cil would perfect, and by this hud 
hand renew the pain of your eyes, 
which he doth conflaialy bejieve tfaat^I 
have caufed by my fcrU)bHng. Otlier 
advertifements of the prelent ftate <^ 
things, both here and 4ther where, yen 
iliall receive by the Ejffl oi Mar^, unto 
whom I have made addrefs to that «f- 
feift ; and therefore wifliing to ywir^^ 
and all your friends, compete liap{it-^ 
nefs, with long fruition of that bri^Ut 
and comfortable fun which you enjoy^ 
tnd others may be yet fo happy as fo 
fce, before they clofe tlieir eyes, I 
take my leave, and ever reft, 

Yoiu" moft affetSionate, - = 

and true friend for ever, 

HfiHJtT HOVAKD. 

It 
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It is adveitifed, that either you or 
D. Murray ihall be fent to refide with 
ui. Touching the iirll, I had rather 
that he ihould employ Carnation than 
Murray*; for riie colour hatfi more 
fife in it. ' Touching the. fecond ; tho' 
itt ihould be oveijoyed with your re- 
pair, yet the caufe would fuffer much 
%}n the Tufpidon that would arife out 
af the circumibmce of your quality, 
ad otho- vipers would liave fo good a 
colour for their own inventions, ha- 
ving to deal with a lady, that rather 
licars than compares, munbers than 
wagbs, and, by confequence, would 
nuke all probable that is pociry. We 
bare a conrfe, our Lord be thanks, 
more fecret, fafe, and Angular, than 
agracy can promiJe; for many feek 

* A quibble on the wor4 Murray , which fig- 
^%idarkljred% Jehnfen. Mr Brjicc wis proi 
bably fi a roddy ccsnplexion, T^ch makes Lord 
Hcorj Howard applj;. the vord{7iirHa//0n to him. 
D. Moiray is Sir David Murray of Gofpitrie, 
aftenrards created Lord Scone. 

employmentt 
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cmplojrmenCs for their private ends, 
that are but -— — upon Che caiifct^— 
and motives to tlw Queen's fufpicioD, 
do long as they abide with us. So long 
aswedbal in this miuner, a& is life; 
but after the pofting Corveyi of ■thde 
Bioi&ngcn, there Commonly arife^ 
(iich a TapiH*, as it is like to chotce osa 
good while after thqy are returned. Efi 
bene be good words, and in ufe ; erit 
is in queflion before experience : aid 
therefore, without urgent and apparent 
. eattie, it were not fafe, for the feds- 
fediottof jBiy curious refpeft, tofcke 
the ^tform of a Aire foundadon. A- 
gain, be ever happy, moft: wofthy aqd ; 
4e3r Mr Bruce, .and lore ever Cetil 1 
and me. * 

* This letter has no date ; yet It f^eois plan. 
that it is the firft of three letto^ fent co^r 
Bruce, wheret/the fecond is dated 37th Apiil, '■ 
and the third illMay, For, i&, itismarknloi 
the -back t. sdly. In the kooad letter, it it(»li j 
" that the firft touches upon the report of King 1 
James's being to fettle arefident atLondon. ^(Hj, 
In the fecond letter mendon is made of copis 
Inrioftdt-— So does this; aad Oiews what tluy 
were. 

LET- 
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I/a-d Henry Howard to Mr Edward 
Bruce, 

BY this fecMid letter, moft dear and 
WOTthy Mr Bruce, it is fit for you 
to underfbuid fome particularities 
wliich, i^nvety fpecialconfideratiDn, 
as your own jadgment will apin-e- 
hend, are to be kept within the com- 
paft of your o^^^n knowledge, and of 
our Noble friend the i^rl of Marr, with- 
out aay other glimpTe of light to be caft 
ay way. 

' A perfon of gr^t qualip^ widi you 
doth Icindle daily more and more againft 
the. Earl o£ Man* and you. They do. 
otferve, that King James hath of hit 
^ent much time in writiag tntoEJig- 
laad, the contents wiiereof they cannot 
find by asy art ; the King remaining at 
that time with Sir Thomas £>e(Iaae in 
priva<^, their purpofe is to intercept 
1 the 
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the packet, as ic is advertifed, if it be 
poflible, and fecretly to fend it hither, 
if they be once furely poflefled of it. 
For 1 can afiiire you, at this prefent, 
humours are (o Iharply fet, as they do 
not much regard what prejudice the 
King's fervice do receive, fo as they dif- 
folve fome private courfes of corre- 
fyondency, which they cannot found, 
cut the fecret finews by which the cre- 
dit of their enemy doth mpve, and be 
revenged of all quarrels that are ground . 
ed upon aiiibltion and emulation. Tho' 
I name no perfon, blame me not, your- 
felf being the caufe of my forbearing, 
by a caution which you gave me long a- 
go, upon a demand how to demean my- 
felf, in ca^l found, tlmt fome did not 
re^o pede mcedere- ad evangeUum. 
Thus far you are beholden to your tnie 
friend Cecil, that he was willing- 1 
■fliould give you notice of this particu- 
larity in a dumb ihew, feftening his coe- 
iidence upon your conftant and fecret 
love J for otherwife the King's packet 
Ijcing met withal, might give a blow 
to 
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to the full concert, and yourfelves, un- 
warned of the deadly malice tiiat is 
borne to you, might incur. danger. If 
it be faid, that, fo the neck of the Earl 
of Marr be broken firft, they will not 
doubt of breaking others aftertv^ards, i- 
magine whether you have reafon to pro- 
vide, fecurely for the guarding and pre- 
■ferving of yourfelves, that are the 
foundatioB of that good which King 
James cfo'th expedl by their indullry 
'that truft in you. 

I heed not let you know of what 
weigltt this fecret is, Hnce in itfelf it is 
i fo maaifeft, nor how eafily the author 
wouldrefort to the difcoverer, whom he 
tmfteth in Angularity, nor what mif- 
chief would enfue, by cauling many 
fraftions upon the challenge of any par- 
ticle. It is enough that friendfliip is 
difchacged when you are admoniJhed, 
that you are not unhappy in thatfriend, 
■frbich hath an eye upon you when you 
Seep; andthat mattersmaybe prevent- 
. ed without noife, that cannot be ciu'ed 
.without confuiion. ^itudiy vide^ tace^ 
1 2. wiach 
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which is enough for our comfort and 
your fecurity. 

So long as Cecil Is bolden to ber<^ 
tabula, v/herein, as 1 wrote befoTe, e- 
very one contends ta fettle a particular 
conceit by fuch difcoTeries, they will 
«ndear themfelves under the maik of 
trufl: ; and therefore ftill make King 
James fee how needfiU it is, that the 
pack -of thefe adrertifers be fed williout 
fuifeitf that they may fpeak witko^ 
jealoufy. 

By your next difpatch by the pgeott, 
let me 6nd whether you difcoTer,anj 
thing of late in feme great peribuB 
which concurs with this, that tledl 
and I may think of it. God grant that 
over great precifenefs in obferving nila 
■ of civil refervation, give not ftrengtb 
and-fcope to pajltofls tliat wotk confi- 
dently, when thero are no m^ans to 
meet with tliem; for nothing morecm- 
boideneth audacious defires than facility 
and incredulity. 

It is adveitifed, that 'either you or 

D. Murray ihall be reitdent with ui- 

From 
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From D. Murray God deKrer us j we 
Ihould be overjoyed with your coming, 
but the caufe would iiifier by ^ifpiciun, 
arid boutefeux Ihould'then have good co- 
lours-for invedtives, as in a mind that 
rather numbers than weighs, they 
wonld work afty thing. ' You have a 
conrle more fafe and fecret than thefe 
agents are, who ■work their own em- 
ployment for their own avail, but nei- 
fcer underftaml the myllery, or, tho* 
fteyunderfland,yet want they means to 
recotnpcnce the" perils of their coming 
Witli any means equivalent to tliofe 
which in their abf^nce, as you find, is 
brought, befide the wafting of the 
King's treafure idly. So long as we 
deal in tliis manner, efibene ; but upon 
the polling of thefe umier-minifters, 
without an eameft caufe, there doth a- 
rife a vapour that Breeds great infeiflion • 
igreat while "after it. I have touched 
this point in the other letters alfo which 
King James Ihould fee ; becaufe the fa- 
tisfaftion of a curious defire may not de- 
ftroy tlie platform of a fure fountlation. 
I 3 My 
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. Mj undertaking, npon diereli^ow i 
oath, coram Deo et tuigeHsy ofetiie Eari j 
pf.Marr and you unto me, that emy I 
paper ihould be burnt, upon colledint ■ 
of matter in your judgment fit for ufc, 
hath made Cecil, the more wiUiag W 
embark with you with confideoce, wi 
to give you warmng of thefc maip roeto 
under water, that, without precaatiwij 
would prove defperate. 2 pray you, 
dear Mr Bruce, by the next let Cedk 
perceive again, that your promife it 
precifely kept, and t^at the SonamM 
this world, andftateof Uvea remaining! 
fo uncertain as it is, you uever i«ean tn 
leave any record to accident, orw w*^ 
nufortunity that may be in aflies, ani 
in manu con/iUi: for more barks hfl« 
mifcarried and wrecked upon this flat 
than fin the main ocean. Caiast^ 
,Cecil and me moft affeftionattly » 
wortliy Earlof Marr, and tell hkn, that 
5ir Thomas Ereibne would not advtf- j 
ture further out of trpe aJe^Uoo M 
preferre his Itfe and honour than this ^ 
unchangeable duali^, that both of ?*>" 
do i 
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io link withal «o yoiirfelF. Cecil hatk 
nquJred Ac to do the like ; and we 
botk afitue you, out of long experience 
of jrour approv'd &tth and honefty, that 
to travellers there is no comfort fo great, 
u to light into Uoneli, kind, andcon- 
faat company. For experience ihalt 
make foil ktaow.by exchange, that your 
fiiends are not more afie<^ionate in your 
own pticallel. Again, farewdl, moft 
Icar and faithful Mr Bruce ; and as yon 
aieajudge, fo kt me de£re you. that 
ifter conference with the Earl of Marr^ 
^is paper, and all the rell that go to 
King'_pnnes, may be, by your judg- 
ment, fentenced as fpeedily ad coiribuf- • 
ttmemy as if it were guilty heretic* 
pFooitathy and you were the chief i^. 
fuifitor. Court, this '27th of April. 
Yours afieAionately and eternally, 

HCNKT HOW^AKD. 

If any matter of importance, touch- 

ii^ thefe demands, coidd have been 

brought to pafs for King James, the 

Earl of Marr ihould hare been admo* 

niibed 
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niJhed to make his vnrf for honour or 
advantage, before Ught had Simmer- 
ed in the Duke's obferving eye-; but, 
fince that ferves not for the feafon, nor 
fuits thofe fufpiciona and obftrui^om 
-which increaie y/'ith age, alTure your- 
felf, that no man that hates the Eatiitf 
Mart and you fhall ever drain the credit 
of our worthy Cecil, to raife their re- 
putation by working miracles'; hoctre- 
de, efmhocjuftificabimur. 

I have put all the copies into me 
bulk,- and made addrefs to King JafneJ, 
that he may perufe them at his pie*- 
fure, the more leifurely. Once again, 
dear Mr Bruce, fiirewellj and when 
you fee honeft and fiithful g, fay no more 
to him from me, but, Admn, ttbi esf 
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lufri Henry Hffward to Mr Edward 
Bruce. 

NEver was any lark more g^ of 
day, moit faithful dear and wor^ 
thy Mr Bruce, than I am, that, at the 
folding up-of ttui packet, after all had 
Been viewed and review^ed, to fteal a 
little time for the touching of fome 
things, and adventuring them at ' this 
.laft pufh hopefully. 

After that Northumberland had 
Iffought the letter of King James, writ^ 
ten to himfelf, toCecil, and withal pre- 
fented unto him certain meflkges by 
word of mouth, recommended to him 
alfo, as he fays, by Percy from King 
James, Cecil feemed to accept his 
kindnefs very thankfully ; but after he 
was departed, fent for me, and feemed 
very much to wonder at the mefiages 
which Percy delivered,- and you Jhall 
fiiid 
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find fet down in my fecond letttr 1^ 
this difpatch to king'Jnmes. Becaufe 
thofe meflages did feem to fet a greater 
, price upon the man than he de!en"es, 
or Cecil, out of the knowledge of his 
falfehood, would ^viIll that he fitould 
hold, and therefore becaufe exceptions 
might feem more ftrange out of m 
mouth of him, in whofe hand the let- 
ter was left in truft, than from me, 
whom duty and care of the (ervice 
might move to fpeak plainly without 
particular refpeds, he deCred me 1} 
write in my own ftyle, ' as I have no\f 
done, toqtalify this truft, anddelirtr 
plainly to his Majefty, under correc- 
tion, what my reafon judgeth of the 
meafure that is to be kept with hiai. 
My anfwer which appeareth in my fe- 
cond letter to King James, did content 
exceedingly; and in fe^v ^(rords, the 
meafure which be defireth to be holden, 
and I alfo, in tendernefs of zeal andin- 
comparable aifeiftion to King James, 
hold moft fafe, is ftill to ufe him well, 
to retain this pledge of his profeflion 
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tQ make him fure, and as occafion doth 
ferve, fomerime to. comply with cour- 
tedes, but never to give him the . leaft, 
light of anji kind of favoiu* or refped 
toGecil,^incv©r, to ^ve him. audience 
» his. advices, wUxh mnft either be 
idle, liaving no friend^ or dangerous^ 
being- beot to particular ^ends], and, 
lall of all, that his Ma)efty cut off all 
ordinary traffic of intelligence, becauTe 
it wiU Ipt 9 thou^nd lights into the 
myH&ry, 

The man is beloved of none, fol- - 
lowed by none, trufted by no one no- 
bleman or gentleman of quality within 
the kod beHde. his fadion, no not by 
the gentlemen <o.r peafants of his 0W9 
country, inrefp^ of his vexation and 
fport, which you may kno^v by your 
next neighbours ; and the Queen re> 
peated ope month fmce, when (he was 
Diored in Jjjs behalf for a regiment,, fty^ 
Hig, That Raleigh had made bim'a3 o- 
dious as himfelf, becaufe he would 
JaotQ be fingularj and fuch were not 
io be employed by, princes of found po- 
licy. 
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ttejr. Then is no fecret which be n- 
voAeth nor to aU his own men, winch 
Cecil would hare your Majdly to ioww 
as from me, left he fhould hold Cecil 
n accufer of a nun that repo&ch tnift, 
ciioim^ the tnie canfe thereof bt, u Ik 
£iyt, not^edi«Bof wordi, botprori- 
Gon for fecuritjr. It ig £u- A-om me ot 
Cecil to reftrain dw pen of iCing Jamei, 
l^ advice, from ^ving good afliu'aoce 
unto great ones - at their' firft: approach, 
and t* the meaner fort by melTages; 
but ibf 'ponat obtcenty comparing tBe 
ilanger with the deWKty, the likelihofld 
of difcovery wiA the poverty of adver- 
tifement : for whenfocTer King Jamfi 
receiveth from him, as Cecil wiled nw 
to write, any conncil-plot, caution at 
difcovery that is worth the paper wMcli 
he fpends, he would have King JanW 
hold himfelf no body. If you hold 
this tempo-, you win growid ; for I 
proteft to God, nothing vexeth Cedl 
fo much as truft imparted- above met* 
\mto men that are unfecret and in(Bf- 
creet, weakening tlie wall fometime 
more 
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awre in a day, Ijy mining under ground 
among bis fellow |noneers by giddinds, 
-than we can devife to repair in a year 
1^ difcrelion. 

The canfe d bis coming unto Kit^ 
James in Aich poll of late, grew 
two wxfSj one br defire to have a kind 
of tack upon his compUces, the other 
upon anger and veiatton at the Qoeeh'fi 
deep hatred and daily incedivea ; for 
' fiDdag his hopes in die preTent forlorn, 
which is a mortal wound to a mind 
that is amintious, be ieeks to bind u|>- 
<m the imure, finding Mountjoy. and 
SouthampUMi planted, againlt -wiiom 
Wspradices work cverlaflingly. But 
you know my old pofition, /rve per i- 
rantyjive per.imfu&am, moda pra^i- 
cetur Chrijius ; the greateft care is ia 
j^ing fetisfaition without ja-ejudice. 
No man alive could anfwer more judi- 
cwufly, advifedly and refervedly, tlian 
King jOTies did, in verba fcripto; but 
the traditions did a little trouble, 
wMcb, upon the fcanning (rf the mat- 
ters, your n«xnriay fetisfy, taking thcs 
K judgment 
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judgment only to be mine, and the 
King deliveiing his own proportions as 
feems bdl Co him. You will obferve.a 
very ftrange trick in the end of my fe- 
oMid letter to King James played b^ 
Northumberland, and which lud uo- 
done us all if-it had not been met witb- 
a1, and no^v hath undone himfelf, if he 
did know what 1 know, utterly. 

Dear Mr Bruce, in any cafe move 
King James by his next, to take in very 
thankful part the ftop|ring of that jaac- 
tice ; for it is true that, if you imder- 
ftood the fecret, the merit is exceedii^ 
great j befide Sir Francis Vere's affec- 
tion to King James, which I know to 
berefolute, therefwe believe that gra- 
titude upon occafioft breeds .afledion 
to you further. 

Cecil is infinitely deCrous that Hag 
James, as he iavours him, fhould write 
the letter of Iktisfa^ion concerning 40 
by the very next difpatch j for it iho\M 
feem to me, by fecret intimation fr<Mii 
Cecil this afternoon, that the party is 
j^ little ticklp, and like rafa tabula, 
that 
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tliat is, ready both to receive and to 
retiin the firft impreffion that is fet- 
tled, and therefore put his Majeltyin. 
Blind of the old maxim of our law, 
^uod nullius eji, occupant! conceditufj 
and in re dubia melior eji conditio pof- 
Jidentis. Cecil was glad that the 
wrong which Northumberland drd to 
me from Percy's mouth, had given me 
juft occafton to fpeak with that full fpi- 
rit wherein I was careful that particu- 
lars might be delivered. The letter 
lent by King James to Northimiber- 
land was fealed with a hurt in a half 
moon. I have not 'feen that feal be- 
fore, which moved Cecil to mate me 
aik, whether it were authentical, or 
art were ufed by Percy to make propo- 
fitions more plaufible ? for Northimi- 
beriand in vanity and humour cafts this 
figure in a thoufand moulds, ever hold- 
ing this foundation, that he would 
make the King fall to Raleigh and Cob- 
ham in triplicity. 

It is advertifed from you, that Sir 

Thomas Erefkine (hall go Colonel into 

K z the- 
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the Low Countries, and theie train 
more men againft the day, and ivork 
upon the Ejiglilh alfo, both for aflift- 
ance in the future, and intelligence in- 
ftantly, and withal that Barley * goes 



• Sir Michael Balfour of BurKe, the volume 
A, 4. J. in the Advocate'* library, is cIik% 
compofed of his negotiations ; irom them it ^ 
pears that King James propofed to marry bit 
foa to the Duke's daughter ; and as both vert 
mfants, that the Great Duke fliould pay part 
of the pordoD in hand, to be reftored t^th aiet- 
eft ip cafe the mBiriage Ibould not take eficA. 

Inthefirll draught of Burlie's in(truAiooii 
the marriage alfo of the King's daughter, and 
the great Dute's fon is propofed ; but this would 
have occafioned a fet-off', and fp en It the ready- 
iROnej pro^A ; accordingly it is omitted in tic 
ingroffed inllruAions. 

There is a palTage in Burlie's inftniSioiU, 
Vhich {hows that King James was not quite fo 
fecret in bis £nglifh negotiations as he ought to 
}iave been. " Cum ab ipfius CelGtudtne (fajis 
*' the King) prudentillime nobis fuiflet conful- 
" turn, ut ad noArum in Anghx regnum jus &• 
*■' cilius confequendum, ad firmico-em intra reg- 
*• num amicitiam promptioreto lutiorcnjque vi- 
" am pararemus : fieretque utperdiffidiuml^- 
" fexix Comitis et Cecilii rfgni fecretarii, noftrom 
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to Florence about contrails and crowns, 
&c. fire. 
Never write word to me of any thing 

** in inccrto confilium veriarrtur, dubli utri po- 
" tins eflet inclinandum, quod h!c auiz gratia, 
" ille favore populi pnevalcret, taodem ubi de 
" Ellexiajara afhim eft, eaque fpes aliquatenus 
** ibpita, longius hand cenfuimus cunftandum, 
" quin Celfitudinis fuK c»^culo monici earn fu- 
" sius fecututi viam' quasi, adbh judicaverit 
" uuUilimam." 

From tlie Tame volume k appears^ t£at King 
James, after his acceflion to the throne of Eng- 
land, defired to borrow joo,ooo crowns from 
the Great Duke. This fam he afterwards re- 
ftrifted to 300,000, payable in. two years : and 
it is infinaated that now he would be able to 
iave a million of crowns annually, which Queen 
Eiiiabeth ufed to en^end upon the Irifh wars, 
and for the maintenance of garrifons on the 
JTOntiers of ScotJand, 

The Great Dute feems to have had no great 
inclination to lend the money : he is very inqul- 
fitive about the nature of the fecurity, and he 
hints, that the- confent of the Pope was necelTary. 
At this extraordinary fubterfuge King James 
expr^lTes his furprife, lince Queen Elifabetfa, 
though excommunicated, had been frequentlf 
engaged with Roman* Catholic princes in boo- 
rowing and lending money, 

K 3 by 
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by the pigeon, which yon would not 
have ufed as a noun fubtlantive, that is 
feen, felt, and underilopd ; for the pac- 
ket is no fooner in my hand, but I re- 
forc to Cecil, and open it together io- 
Aantly. 

In this difpatth, if you mark and 
piece them thoroughly, which a man 
may fee you do by all your anfwers, 
you will find good Ifaiff of many (tvts 
to work and to demur upon. Suppole 
when you read alt, that I have as well 
a pen of adamant that will not Ihrink, 
as a heart of Aeel that will not yield, 
to do King James fervice ; for mai^ 
may and do exceed my worth ; but 1 
proteit to God, in my own conceit 
nonecan exceedmyaffedion. Icharge 
you by the Trinity that thefe by-marks 
be only feen by King James, the Earl 
of Marr, and you ; and ever believe 
that I Ihall never joy in my foul till I 
jnake you know by fome effed agree- 
able to my owii defire how much yow 
may difpofe of me. 

By the next letter take knowledge of 
ilie 
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the token which Cecil fcnt you for 
your eyes, that he may find how faith- 
fully it was put up m the packetj; and 
that it came fafe to you. 

This half-lheet is the laft which you 
ffioutd read, though I put it in the firft 
place to efcape fcrutiny. Farewell 
dear Mr Bruce, and the glorious Tri- 
nity profper and prefenre the royal 
babe that we think fliall be this day 
ctiriftened. From the'^ court tlus ift 
ofMay * [1602]. Tfours affcdionate- 
ly and eternally, 

Henry Howard. 

I write this after my laft letter to 
King James. 



• This date fecms certain, for the cOTrefpon- 
iknce of letters coulil not have been begun id 
Maj iiSoi, and Qneen Eli&bcth £cd bcfon 
May 1603. 
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King James VI. to Ij>rd Hemy How- 
ard. 

MY dear Lord Henry, I perceire 
by your anfwer, that eitiiCT 
you have miftaken the meaning of Mr 
Bruce, or elfe he mine, anent [concem- 
ing3 my fending one toQaeen EHfabcth. 
I have therefore thought good in nrf 
own laconic ftyle to anfwer all your 
ample Afiatic and endlefs volumes* 
upon that fubjeft, all your diftourfe 
being founded upon that queftion, 
"Whether or no it be fit for me to have 
a i-cfident lying there ? whereof fu.ely 
I never meant to doubt ; fori have dai- 
ly large experience, that no irefidcnt 
fent from me could accomplifli t\x 

• This is a very juft ceofare of N^thanip" 
ton's affeflcd and verbo/e Ilyic, wliicli I am a- 
fraid may have tired the readers of this coUeo 
tion, as much as it ever tlid the King. 

hundredth 
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hundredth part of that fervice which 
by the means of my ^vorthy Cecil is per- 
formed unto me there, except, as a 

' fool, I ivould ever be defirous of 
change ; no, my meaning was only to 
have dire«fted to Queen Elifabeth either 
MrRuce, or 9 [David Murray], as 
the neceflity of fome apparent occafion 
had required a greater or meaner mef- 
fenger, by that means, once for all, to 
put a ftay to the longing curiofity of 
men there, not of one or two difcon- 
teiited fpirits, but of the moft part of 
the wifeft and honefteft fubjefts rf ail 
ranks, tliat wonder they never Jiear from 
me, and cannot guefs at the caufe of 
n^ filence ; and lince it is not fit that 
they know what rock I have built up- 
«i, it is moft requilite that by fome 
fa'r fiiift I advife them to fecure theni- 
fclves upon my watchful providence a- 
gainft the due time, left otherwife my 
long flat filence be mifinterpreted by 
diein to procecil either from a careleff- 
flrfs (rf my own ftate, or a contempt of 
them; and my meaning is, that the 

I mefienger 
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meflengcr fhould by Cecil his advice 
frame this anfwer unto them, and up- 
on the difpatch of his public errand to 
Queen Elifabeth, to return again. 

I am from my heart forry for this ac- 
cident fallen to Arbella *, but as dj- 
ture enforces me to love lier as the 
creature living nearell of kin to me, 
next my own children, fo would Ifor 
her own .well that fuch order were ti- 
ken, as flie might be preferved hm 
evil company, and that evil-inclined 
perfons might hot have acccfs unto ber 
tiP fupplant herabufing of the irailt]' 
of her youth and fex ; for if it be true, 
as I am credibly informed, that fhe ts 
lately moved by the perfuafion of Je- 
fiiits to change her religion, and de- 
clare herfelf Catholic, it mayeafilybe 
judged, that (he -hath JDeen very evil 
attended oa by them that fhould have 
had greater care of her, when perfons 

• Lady Arbella Smart, daughter of ChaHd 
Earl of Lennox, the youiigeE brother of HmT 
Daralejk 

(« 
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ib odious, not only to all good Eng- 
lUhmen, but to all "the reft of the 
wtn-ld, Spain only excepted, fhould 
have had accefs to have conferred with 
her at fuch leifure, as to have difputed 
and moved her in matters of retigion. 
And now to conclude, I do not forget 
to take notice of that new obligation I 
have to my deareft Cecil for his fo wife 
aed honeft anfwcrs given to the French 
nefiiient there * ; iMit how the dcep- 
nefsof the King tus mafter's reach and 
bis may be beil founded and difcovered, 
I wholly remit it to the provident wjf- 
dom of Cecil, of whofe feithful dili- 
gence and yours in all thtegs that may 
concern me, I ihall never be forgetful,' 
but ihall ever remain. 

Your moft alTured and loving 
friend, 

James R. f 

* See an account of this in Spottifwoodc's 
fliftory; B.6. p. 471. 

t This letter feems to be in anfwcr to thole 
rffhe sjth April and iftMay [i6o3.3> 
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hard Heray Howard to the Earl tf 
• Marr. 

IF, during this long fptice of inter- 
mitting traffic by intelligence, raoft 
noble, dear, and worthy Lord, I Ind 
not underilood fometime by 9 *, the 
meflenger of farisfadtton, xhsx his Ma- 
jelty, with your Lordftiip, and worttrr 
Mx Edward Bruce, were in good ftate 
of health, I Jhould hare been difquiec- 
ed more than I can exprefs : For every 
BiorniDg I wi% for the Earl of Foix his 
familiar at my chamber-door, to bring 
me wwd, that in hoc triplicttate there 
isjolida et petfe^a/anitas. 

We have in England here a ftrong 0- 
piniOn, that many men do breed tlidrj 
own children with pain in their teeth 
and therefore when I lieard, that wor 

• PixAably DaridMurray: Seethclaftkrtei 
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thy Earl of Me«t was afflifted with that 
tornKnt, wtule my Lady was in our 
Lady's Iwnds, I prayed earneftly, th« 
there were no pcnnance laid on you for 
ionic efcape m intermedio. For tkat 
worthy Earl (who is nmv la heaven) 
was woDt to fey merrily to nae, That a 
mooch was a very long term of ablli- 
sence, for a raan that loTed good fei- 
lowfhip, aod kept no &fting days. 

It grieves me to fl£p out of this vein 
of itMrriraent, becaufe all this while I 
perfuade rayfedf, that I enjoy ttie com- 
fort ctf your convtrfation as I was wont; 
but yet ths difference is plain : for, 
like £neas, when. I would embrace a 
fri«nd, 1 catch a;ihadouf. , Therefoce, 
jn fome meafure, envying thofe xhat 
live with you, till I may be io hap^ t9 
do fo among others, and in triplicity 
behold that foiem orientetn^ which doth 
comfort all, I now betake myfelf to 
matters of more moment, thougji not 
of that alap-ity. . , 

Your Lordlhip may account yowfelf, 

aod your afliftant Mr Ed\v3rd Broco, 

L for 
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for the travail wliich you took at your 
being here ; for all fruits that you plant- 
ed profper, and bear happily, Cecil 
willed me to let you kdo^v from him, 
that by the ignorance of thttfe that lire 
•with us, and the blindncfs of their fel- 
lows that advertife from you, he dorii 
daily more and more pbferve the faith 
that is obferred, and the caution that 
is there pradifed. It is not long fince 
one wrote hither, that the Earl of Marr 
fuppoUng that tlie Duke ot Lennox had 
in fome fort tempered the fliarp affec- 
tions of King James to Cecil, by mild 
reports made of the courfes which he 
found at his being here, had caufed the 
Earl of Marr and his affiftant to^vas 
eafur in their oppolition, and lefs laxa- 
tive in their exceptions againft Cecil for 
his backwardnefs. This fliews your 
fecrecy, as he doth acknowledge, con- 
fidering from whence it came, and In- 
fpires life and motion to the wheels of 
tliat chariot which the prophet met in 
the way to the great city. He is glad 
to bear, as he fays, that you are well ; 
though 
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though another ■tvrite to him, that an- 
other is great : Health and greatnefs in 
q man fo noble and ^vorthy as yourfelf, 
as we think, cannot long be diflevered. 
I mufl tell your Lordfliip in iecret, be- 
tween you and me, in the wonted man- 
ner, without commiflion lo advertife, 
that Cecil, fearing lell tlie Duke * or 
Belltrees had expreiTed Tables in {trange 
figures, could not guefs at any other 
ground than fome chimeras tendered 
from Cobham, Raleigh, and Northimi- 
berland, upon their oifer to comply; 
altliougli he knew by me, that you and 
Mr BiTJce did fo ^vell know their quali- 
ties, at their being here, as tliey could 
abufe in no fliape, if it were not under 
the diJguifed habit of pretended inward- 
nefs with him. }"or the clearing of 
which fcruple, that which he did re- 
quire me toadvertifein thefirft of thefe 
two letters to the King, (which he read 
over, and approved much), may let you 

• Duke irf Lennox, 

L 1 know 



J24 LETTER X. 

know fufficiently, ivhaf to conceive rf 
that pretence ; and yet Mr Bruce will 
inform you further alfo, what courfe 
may be taken for the making afe of all 
advantages. 

Kildare tells Cecil, that flie conce'rveJ 
much better of her hulband, andof Ra- 
leigh, thanflie M'as wont ; becaufetkj 
rail not openly in the privy chamber, 
as their manner hath been heretofore. 
'But Cecil did plainly fliew, that thg 
were much more circmnfpeft, bat not 
more kind ; more cmining, but not 
more honeft; though, for his Own 
part, if their aftions\vere jnft in cfter 
"kinds, for fo much as concerns the Kin» 
of Scotland, he would neither blame 
'norjuflify. Hiseye, hefaid, was ever 
'fixed on the Scottilh fphere ; and fo far 
"as the planets moved with this (late ib 
correfpondency, he liked of tliert 
courfe; and held it the jiart of every 
honeft man, to judge and fpeak accor- 
ding to this analogy. £tie tf^d him, tliat 
all cnunfellors had Jhifts to fave them- 
fclves from harlh^onftruflions, thougli 
their 
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Iheir aflions were oppofite ; but he 
would one day {eCy that the befl courfe 
was to favour King James, rather than 
to follow the fadtions of other men. 
Upon this occafion, flie told 9 [David 
Mumy^y that ihe knew not what rec- 
koning to make of Cecil ; for fome- 
times he fpake of King James with re- 
fped, and afterward, in a long time a- 
gain, he would never fo much as fpealc 
of htm. 

If the Duke tuve recommended un- 
to King James, as he promifed, the 
damned crew, there is no doubt but 
his foundation lies ftrong : for both Ra- 
leigh and Cobham, fince the departure 
of the Duke, have argued againit the 
peril of the Queen's accepting the King's 
o&r of (he Highlandmen * ; Raleigh 
proving by h« own experience, that 
they are nirHnous, rebellious, and 
dangerous. Cobham hatli told the 

* To lerve ia Ireland. 

L 3 Queen, 
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Qaeeii, that die deputy's f fuccefs wiH 
. imke him more gracious in the light q£ 
the ri&ig fiin which be honour!^ ; and 
both Cobham and Raleigh have violent- 
ly preffed the C^oen, for 4ie inuercept- 
ijigofDickenibn the &rvant of Kildare; 
that throi^h her fide they may pierce 
KJQg Jiunes, and 2t one Q:noke give the 
{tab, both t-o that interell which lie 
holdeth at prefent in the Quecn'& tem- 
perate conceit, and to the liberty which 
men nmv begin to take in making their 
profeffiuns to look to him. A^d unto 
thefe particulars, what is infertcd in 
my leiters to the King; and then your 
Lordlhip fliall. perceive, that men can 
hirdly do more in fo Diort a time, to 
make good the Duke's undejT*kirg for. 
their good alfeiaions to his Majefty. 

It is true, as NorthumberlamJ,' one 
of the concert, affirms, afct all other 
colours of competition are cstinft; 
that there is great djnger of being ta- 

• X^ard Montjoy. 
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kn ^lcepcrs at tray-trip, ' tf the King 
f<veq> fijddenly; chat tbc world doth 
univerj'all)' bend their hhfies co the 
Scottiilfi fide; that- the ghfs of tnne be- 
fflg very fir run, the day of the Queen'* 
dntti may he the day of their doom, U* 
tltef do not agree with their adterfary' 
opon the way, left he deliver tbeoi to 
the judge, the Jxidge to prifon, wide 
nonexibunt denecaltwmm quadrantem 
foherint. Uponthefe grounds, they re-^ 
folve to make a proffer toward the north j 
but without the word of Charles V. 
^fo a/frfl , which was -once Imperial , and 
therdbre no-* refufeth limitation witli-' 
in their chapta'-houfe. 

1 proteft unto your Lordihip, that at 
diis day, all men fpeak as freely of the' 
next fucceeding time and .heir with us,, 
asif-they ivei^inftantly to receive an. 
oath at Ediimirgh : aiid therefore no 
marvel, though men that can draw nttj 
partners in, to confent to take a true 
man's purfe at Shooter^ hill, iniert 
themfelves into the company of honed 
men, the bene ejfe^ and in onmium e- 



;<,cv^ic 



128 LETTER X. 

ventum, till they find a better booty, 
or an expciftatimi of prey that better 
pleafeth them. 

Sir John Fortefcue *, fpeaking 3 
while agone with a dear friend of his 
own^ of the weaknefs of the time, faid, 
That his comfort was, that he was as 
old and weak as the time itfelf, being 
born in the fame year with the Queen; 
but yet he would advife his Con to take a 
right courfe when the hour came, 
without taking kno^vledge in the mean- 
time, of any perfon or pretention; for 
he had found by experience, that they 
that met Queen Mary at London, were 
as well accepted, ((landing free from 
former combination) as they that wait 
to Framingham ; Hi>d that they that came 
into the vineyard /icvd undecima had 
denarium, as well as they that had 
fweat before all their fellows. The 
pradice of opponents, as he thought, 

* CltasceUor of (lie Exchequer, 

would 
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\rould caufe the labours of all men to te 
hokJen awl accounted meritorious tliat 
had fo much tiifcretion, as in the i»ean- 
time to be filent and indifferent. My 
Lord of London *, ufing this argument 
to me the other day, drawn from this 
blind authority, 1 told him, that I did 
like well of that old knight's diredion, 
and for my own part, wouldallow fuch 
»a Adiaphorifte. Notwithftanding, | 
think that thofe competitors of expec- 
tation and heirs of hope were fecretly 
encouraged, to make more account of 
anticipatione : for denarius is £tema 
VitUy not modus prxmii ; ami therrfore 
harmlefs atcenders upon fortune's o~ 
tacles may have locum in choro, fcut the 
text doth not promife vocem in capitu- 
fo. They that met Queen Mary at 
London, without labouring or work- 
ing any vny for her admiffion before 
that fatal hour came, were freed from 

• Xiclrard Bancnrft, afterwards Archbifliop 
of Canterbury. 

punilhment. 
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punUhment, but never, that I find, em- 
ployed with conBdence ; excepting on- 
ly (Kie or two, that were fick for fear, 
and made that an excafe of their loiter- 
ing to a princefs that believed antiqui- 
ty ; but fuch perfons as they think *, 
that are adventurous, never call to 
mind the recordare^ Avhich was ufed to 
the glutton by Abrahatn ; Recordare, 
quia recepifti bona in-vita tua, et Lth 
zarus Jimiliter mala ; nunc autem kic 
con/olatta; tu vera cruciaris ; nor who 
it was that faid, ^ui mecum patitar, 
mecum coronabitur. 

Bothwt-ll i" hath written of late into ^ 
Scotland ; the letters are current among i 
great perfons : and though it be as 
great a fecret as any we account of, i 



* There is ibmethiag wanting in the MS.; 
probablj, " We tlunk tlutt ethers arc," 6t. 

t Francis Stewart Earl of Bothwell ; At 
recital of wkofe various fortsoes would require i 
ToIuDoe. 
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j<m Duke and good-brother * knows 
of it, and hath read the letters : In one 
of which he promiieth, ere k belong, 
to land in Scotland, or near to Scotland ; 
and,toiicbit^ theKit^ of Spain, whomhQ 
callsrhisraalber, he tells miracles. If ever 
word'were fpoken, or&eirinade of this, 
Iwere undone ; for I am charged not to 
fpeak, confidering from whom we re- 
ceive this adverti^ment. 

¥our Lordfliip is hardly borne by 
gneatonet; bjtitildlleth not, fincethe 
greateft knows your Worth, and proves 
jour merit. The baudc^ hark at wor- 
thineft, when it arrives at the port of 
honour ; but, in time, dtlier they grow 
familiar, or a piece (tf bread with a pin 
will quiet them -j*. ... 

Raleigh and Cobham, as they vaunt 
themlelTes, have agreed with the Duke 

• T>vkf of Lennor, whoie filler. Lady Mary 
Stewart, was fhe wife of the Earl of Marr. 

f ^ludipg to a method of killing dogi, by gi- 
girJDg them a morfel, in which fooietluQg Iharp 

ii onceaied. 
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to fiirtbec all the plots tb&t flulL be 
recommended btthcr^ and- Fcoiraed 
back -vrkh a itew creft for the wealua. 
ing ai yaa and Mr Bruce ; whom they 
give ouc Co be oppofite .to the Dube^ 
in (etikiKg to hold KJog- Jaraes at die 
Queen's denition, ani^ilravbiaiitt 
they can from having a good, ccmceitof 
the Queen, or her chief counieUon <i 
ftate, refenting:iiiU the death of E&ii 
anddefinngfor revenge the ftate'scon- 
ia&pn. Cecil k»o\rG all ; liat, ta^ 
rankci the better fport ; bccaufc hi 
hears that all their flittery to him, i) 
only to iDceD& him againft yon and 
Mr Bruce, and to draw the King, b; 
compliments froia hence, to entertaii 
both there and here. new foiiowiersani 
ftvonrites. your Lordihip may believe, 
ihat bell did never fpew up fociii 
couple, when it caft up Cerberus and 
"■IRiIegethon. They are now fet on the 
pin of making tragedies, by meddling 
in yoor afeirs ; Cnce among us, long- 
er tlian they folloxi^ the Queen's husioui 
in difclaiming and dilgracing honefl 
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aiei, their credit ferves them . not : 
For i^ Lord Admiral * the other day 

: wilhed from his foul, that he had but 
the fame commiffiftn to carry the cannon 
to Durham-houfe, that he had this time 
twelvemoath to carry it to Eflex houfe, 

, to prove what (port he could make in 

' tat MIowihip. 

Ibefeech your Lordfliip to mquire of 
Eng James, tvhather-the manager for 
Rileigh with the Duke were- Sir Robert 
Crofle or Sir Arthur Gorge; becaufe 
RaWgh told Cecil the other day, of 
Gold's being in Scotland a long while 
rfgo, aod what he obferved tliere : King 
James hath forgotten the name; and 
yet Cecil, I do hriieve, did guefs un- 
iH^ily. 

I wifii fome time, ^vith my foul, 
your Lordfliip and Mr Bruce were with 
me and Cecil, to laugh at this conven- 
tion of the King's new- followers, that 
tiunk to catch the wind in a net, and 

I * Ciiarks Howard Earl of NoCtingbam. 

M ' ta 
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to dance in a net ; 'and yet no nuntl^, 
by the working of fome fecret charm, 
to look on tbem. 

I humbly befeech yaiir Lordfiiip^'tQ 
intercefle for honeft aiHl feithful 9. 
that, for his* credit, and the notice of 
his faidrful jervice in thefe parti, it 
would pleafe his Majefty to grace Um 
witli fame badge of his beni^i^. 

Cecil hath been lick of this new dif- 
eafe, as your Lordftjip may fee by tUl 
fcribbling: and make hisexculeforuot 
adventuring with his aching bead to 
Indite to King James, but to ule a bai 
■fecretary, wiiich is myfelf, to exprdi 
liis a^edtiun anfl thankAilnefs. 
. King Japiei (Jid fo rigl^tly touch dv 
right vein of his content at tbis ttffi 
both in that he -wrote with his qwd 
gracious hand, apd in that which he 
iignified by Mr Bruce, as it is not pof- 
iible for more fatisfadion to dwell u> 
him. 

I have fent to King James a full ^ 
fwer to. his articles, according todj 
pprtion of Jime \yhjcb I could fpa' 
* froi 
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from letters, in this ftreight of time j 
iioping that your Lordihip'and Mt 
Bruce will^upp]y by your con&TVItStitjn- 
what wanteth in my ability. 

Sweet Lord, I befeech yon be care- 
fol, that ail be burnt, after Kingjamci 
hath been pleafed to run over them. 
The world's miftaking of your fervice^ 
ftews your wiftUnn in deferving; no 
kfs by concealmeat of the courfe, than 
siworking the conclusion. 

Mr Bruce will tell your LonUhip, 
tBtt I am grown a Spaniard, according 
tonly Lady Kildare's conceit, though, 
tere^ieiftef kindred, ftebeibrry, and 
the only man that detains Cecil from 
' aftding Kii^ Junes and Ma hopes hi- 
flHivard. ' Becaufe juflus eft prior 
accufator fus, I accufc myfelf ; that 
b^ my falfehood ycHi may conclude, 
tfiat either there is no faith in Ifrael, 
or not at Durham houfe in likelihood, 
if I become an apoftate, and as St Paul 
ig-s, cum aliis pradicaveril ipfe fiat 
^^^probusy-^xof head, my hand, and all 
Ma' U 
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js -weary 5 therefore 1- befe«ch jamr 
Lordfliip to excufe n^ fcyibbling. 

Poftfcrift te the Earl of Marr, 

Sweet Loi;d, not knowing how fo 
It doth -like you, that our Roj^l King 
James lliould look into this particular, 
ivhich concern^ a private courfe, I 
^bought good for the fafeft courfe, fi 
07tmem eventum in ahjirt^o^ to ad- 
vertife it. 

It isadvertifed bya very fecretinean, 
as )ou.r Lordftup, by looking into the 
matter, may conceive ; thitf both bj 
letter, and again at Stirling by difcourfe, 
your ivorthy, conftant, and raoft care-' 
ful wife, did challenge the Duke of uo- 
kindnefs, for oppofing againft you, ibat 
■were fo nearly allied to him, and never 
wronged him. She fought to juftify 
your conftant dealing in his abfeucej 
and further urged him, in cafe Iw were 
not cleurly latisfied, to difcbarge M 
bottom of his ftomach, for difperfioR 
of all crudities tjiat were thus multi- 
plied, 
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pUed> for reparation and diftradion iA 
amity. The Dake, as it is faid^ did in 
a fort clear jou, and lay the burden oa 
firnie near friend of yoars, which, as he 
Ifaought, abufed yon. , 

Since that, about -the 15th of May, 
the DoKe and your Lordflitp coming 
hte together from Dtm^ermline-by ac- 
cident, tMngs came to be fo nearly 
lifted between you and htm, as your 
Lordihip fought moft earneftly, that 
Sir Thomas- ErJkine might be charged 
with the fidl weight of al) former im- 
pntation ; which the Duke in no wife 
would admit, but charged you upon 
the bond of brotherhood not once to 
deal'inic. His r^afon'wns, becaufe it 
might be, that Sir Thomas Erikine^ 
out of an humour of ambition to Ihut 
up the King's fcrrlccs within himfelf, 
without ill will or malice to himfelf, 
had proceeded thus far j in rcfpedt 
whereof he would not hare your LoVd- 
fliip any way to ftir, till he faw further 
^roe ; which you did promife him. 

TWs fecret cometh from as clofe a 
J4 3 cabinet 
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cabinet as tny is aiiHM^ your appolitts ; 
and taking the leaft veoc by difcoTery, 
might do much 'harm. Wherefore I 
leave it among maoy other myfteries ia 
the cabinet of your true 'friend&ip*^ 
and dcfire that it may reft there, tiU I 
iend the key of confidence, and di^ieiH 
&tionto fet it at liberty. 
^ It is iaid, that Roxburgh • is yet a 
frielid to the DiUte, but of no conftat^ 
proof; which made the Duke, in beif^ 
at his houfe, to ufe refenrednefi'^ 
whereof the other hath complained 
■bitterly. ■-' 

■ Burn this, dear Lord, and retain the 
writer in your worthy conceit j who 
is, and ever will be your^ while he is 
any thing. 
June 4. [1601.] 

Henjlt Howakd. 



* Robert Can Eui of Roxborfh, 
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Lord Hetay Howard to Mr £". Bruce. 

THou^ it be certain that the long 
paufe which you took in »nfwcr- i 
Ing the three paduts, moft dear and 
Ifforthy Mr Bruce, did move feme 
fcrai^s ID the mind of Ce^il and me, 
that fomewhat had mifcarried, conlideiv 
mg our eameft inftance f<M' present 
fttisfai^a to the admiral *y who 
ibought every day a year till he heird 
&om the;ice j yet King James in "this 
M hathplonly ipecified the motive of 
that paufe ; and you have & particular-^ 
ly traced every point, as that we do 
BOW more commend the fober elephant, 
which by long travelling delivereth her 
burden lafe, than the fleet brache, qua 
fcos pmrit eatulos. 

The rare. experience which we have 
had of a fweetnefs, patience, and thank- 

* CWles Howard Esurl of Nottingham. 

fulnefs 
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fulne& in the mtdd c^ our moft ine{H- 
mable Kmg James, shove aQ other 
fffinces of his time, at the leaft, 'if not 
of any time, makes us more adventUp 
rous up«n that coalt than any other in j 
the world, and more willing to com- 
mend oUr humUe counlels to the mo- | 
deration of his mild fpirit, than lus j 
condition to events of after-cl)^. 

Dear Mr Bruce, you may conceive, j 
that this duality of Cecil and me in 
their divers parallels, have been as I 
ftrongly exo'ciied, and as foundly fea- , 
foned for all elTays, as any whatfoertf 
in this land. We know very well of 
whiit weight thofe motives oug^t to he 
that Ihould induce ns once to toudi 
the heJn of that vefture which we be- 
lieve and wifli to be inviolate. Bothjon 
and the Earl of Marr *, at your being 
here, 

• The reader moft xlvayi reaieaiber, tlwl 
King -James was to have the ini^eAioii of dw 
letter, and therefore it was proper tofay Ibme- 
'vAat of the cflBuncD^atkuu beffowed hy tbs 
Earl of Marr upon (^een Anne. That he -m 
i&dced fo eloquent b htr jnlitt is not ver^ 
probable. 
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here, haxe made iiaaa;[uaint«d with ma- 
ny royal parts invefted in that pcrfoix 
wMcb is dear to him, tbtt iafflore dear 
to us than any poa can deliver. We 
a]>prehend the curfe of heaven igainfl: 
all giddy boutefeux that dare prefume. 
to put tlttir hand bet\v'eeD the bark 
and ih&t cedar-tree wlMfeihadomr yield- 
etfa refirigerium opt<^0mum in, eftu. 
s^acifftfm. We tafte ^ bitt^neA 
<f all fruits Uat fpriogout of/uf^cto^* 
in the bond of love. We do imaging 
that 'ire feel, ov rather we feel indeed, 
t^ woand of a kind afiie^ion in fo 
gre« inwardnefs; we forcfce.thc djf-* 
turbances of good courfes in fo clear % 
calm \ we fi-ar the drowning of &ir fe- 
qumces, by imaginations impri^ed i- 
dly ; we conceive the tendemefs of infi-r 
miation that belongs to -fuch an office ; ' 
we doubt the peril of difcovery by 
ligltt of circumftance ; we prefume 

ffoba^le. Their qnaiTCl a1>out the cvftpdy of 
Prince Henry's perfon, in 1J9S, was much too 
volfiot to be forgottcB oo <ilhcc fide. See fir 
iirti'J Lifi^e/Primet Se^rh t- il.-»-l3- 

■ prfeci^tation' 
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precifutatiMi of a«id6At3 without 3 
fore foundation. 

But baviag now to deal with a jnince 
of fo fweet nature^ as can hear withoto: 
pailion, obferve without taxation, re- 
duce without diftemper, diftinguiihf 
without prejwtice, 'attow what is dud 
to merit, fortify what is fubjeft to cir- 
cumrention, and (which wit rpveretiM 
and v«lue above all) oTe caution witlw 
4at condemnation ; there is no caufe 
to fbrink upui the fear of ihadows^ 
which make fliews,. ta nourlQi minds 
with milk thac are able to digeflfliroi^ 
,«■ food^ nor to conceal thofe circum- 
fiances which do only tax facility, witk 
advatiuge to thoie inflrunients whole 
piirpqfe hfub viriS to fting mortatljF.- 
For we that live here in a milda" cli- 
mate, and are taught by cuftom to e^ 
fleem of princes, £l:ate3,-and accidcnts,- 
wich greatcF caution, refpeift, and ten- 
derneft, than the Scottish liberty re- 
gards *■ ; the ^ucs that ate fet otr 

*. A r«markaWe faying.: it is the Jan^age of 
•oe bred up under the domiaatioit of the impe- 
•ous honfe <^ Tudor. 

them* 
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tiicm, may joftly be difpenfedwith ia 
meaiuring thofe perils by the compafs of 
our own, and in taking thoie difcreet 
and wsry courfes, not only for defcrij>- 
tion, -but for prevention of harms, 
which both out of afEetfi:ioo we would^ 
and out of duty fhould, in re poUtica^ 
in cafe King James were at tliis pre- 
kat what he is like in time to be- 
, No perfon living, dear Mr Bruce, 
can afcribe more hmour to Queen 
Anne, nor belove her with greater re- 
verence and confidence, ini refped of 
her own royal and worthy parts, thaa 
Cecil and I, holding it in our conceit; 
a matter as impoiHble for her mind toi 
harbour an unkind conceit againfl a 
royal huiband, fo refpedive, kind, re- 
Ji^ous, and-chafle, than for the fea td 
brook a dead body, for any Acuity to 
work out of itfelf againft itfelf, or wor- 
thy caufes to bring forth effefts that are 
contrary. Sed de iis dijiinguendum 
inter /aJMgntes, qu€ per fe contiuganty 
et qu€ per accidens. 

]f that worthy princefs,' or any prin- 
cefs 
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cefs in the world, were aUe at all tioKS 
to judge (A offers made hy all forts of 
inftrunients, rather by the mild eye tii 
her own coloinbine integrity, than the 
fpoftacles of infiifed prejudice ; if it 
were pollible to walk among fcorpions 
without peril, or upon a green fwarf 
without miring, wliere fb^owsabufe 
fimpUcity ; if the glinunering of her 
countenance might tiot be a malk for 
greatermifchiefs than her mildnefs doth 
apprehend; if they that falfely vaunt 
themfelves to move \tf divine influence, 
would move no fafter, nor any farther 
than that compafs leads \ if nothing 
jnore could happen in the courfe of a- 
^tation than at the 6rft was molded in 
propofito ; if they that feek lier coun- 
tenance when they cannot get the 
King's, and to make a feparation in 
tndividuo^ had the fame ends with 
her, and did not pretend apparejttiay 
when they purpofe peffima^ which is 
fer from her pcifea:ion ; if it were as 
well in their eleifUon that wdk down 
hill to ftop fuddenly, as it was in theirs 
th^ 
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tdat put them forward at the firftj not 
to ufe ^ther Inotion or impullion at 
all J if we did not find by the theories 
oi heaven Itfelf, that the virtue of thole 
[Janets, wMch by ^nature are benign 
flid gracious, l^ Ungracious irradia- 
tions and afpeds of others, lofe a great 
part of their own perfedion, though 
tliey change not to malignity, we need 
no more to be afraid of any courfe or 
aflion \vlu!PeinQueen Anne hath either 
intelligence- or Ihare, than that a vine 
ihould produce any fi'uic that w^re ve- 
nenrous ; fbr qimiis eji eaufa procatar~ 
tiei, iaUs eft effeShu ot-dinaritu ; and 
tbcfpirit of trurh itfelf hath faid, that 
1/tex 'addefx fonte' entaneitt amara et 
Atkia 'ti aMmw. ■ ■ • 

But what man aliire is aMe by difcre- 
tttffl or authority to bound the prac- 
tices of ill-afeifted inftraments, which 
to bring themfelves into the ways of 
tlieir OM'H undutiftil intentions, do not 
We how bright and clear the ftar be 
ttut djred them, Co they inay be fure of 
tok nights afterward to make preys 
N vpon 
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upon paflengers ; the children of Ae 
prophets themfelves" taking pleafure 
fonietime to pick fallads inter herbas 
agrejlesy though they meant nothing 
lefs, yet among other fimplA did gather 
coloquintida. We know very well of j 
what fex (be was that believing fudden- \ 
ly, becaufe flie thought none had been i 
worfe.aifeAed than herfelf, found no | 
better excufe in the end, than that the : 
ferpent had deceived her. Out of cu- \ 
riofity to diflinguilh inter bomim et -, 
maltan, by tailing fruit that was 'for- j 
bidden, grew, the fmart of pofterity. 
The razor that is ufed for the cutting 
away dead flelh, may, by miftaking 
fometime, cut thofe veins and finewi,' 
quibus et vtgetamur et vivimus. ^ 
tangitpicem inquinabitur, andefpecial- 
ly that kind of pitch which is infefia 
regibus. Thefe fecret ever-dropp'irs 
were not wife enough in their own 
generation, in cafe they Jhould acquaint 
Queen Anne, whofe intentions are pure, ■ 
with the worll and uttermoft thatis I 
intended and endeavoured l^ their own 
perverfity- I 
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perverikf . The firens fing, the cro- 
codiles )am,ent, the devit himfelf is 
transformecl in j4ngelum iucis, that he 
may feduce thofe Ibuls that ai*e inno- 
cent. The Ducbefs of Ptnnafcol in 
Arragon^ being perfuaded "ty foiiie fy- 
cophants at court to give the King a 
certain decodion for increafe of kind- 
nefs to herfelf, gave him opium in ig- 
norance, which made him to fleep 
longer thwi ftood well with his fecuri- 
ty. So long as a gentle ear is open to 
perfuafion, there will not want a {er- 
penfs tongue to corrupt affedUon. 
The prefumption of malecontents doth 
ever gfound itfelf upon the facility of 
thofe Uifpolitions that are leaft apt to 
fufpeclharm: where tlie motive of in- 
finuation proceeds from a pretence to 
concur with all affedions in correfpou- 
dency, compaflion of feigned tears, ea- 
fineft to be abufed with illufions of 
outward fliews, defire to be reputed 
■merciful toward' thofe which complain 
moft bitterly when tliey have loft their 
■ fting, without examination of grounds, 
H 2 gives 
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gives advantage to prefuniption, sSfiA- 
ance (though againft th^ir iviils) to 
ditlimulation, and encouragenient to 
confpirators : Inter jcorpiones tierno 
fccurus ingreditur. The way to pre- 
vent peril, is to efchew the means. 
Marks are fet upon doors, to prevent 
found bodies from contagious reforts ; 
non eft arandumcttm bove et afiia\ 
and that vinum amabile^ which lookedi 
like amber in the cup, as the Proverbs 
ffpeak], if the wifelt ladies in tlie 
world be not wary and advifed above 
expeiftation, m fine mordebit at cohi- 
her. 

Far be it from us to aecufe thofe thit 
are innocent in heart, when we laboar 
to prevent thofe, quidomos penetrate 
ut illttdant creihiUtati. We mean 
Hot to demonfti-ate errors, but to an- 
ticipate advantages ; not to diminUh 
confidence, but to arm facility ; not to 
move fufpicion, where a&dions are 
found, but to purge all caufes of lean- 
dal, that faith alone may be foundly 
juilified. Our end is only to awake 
your 
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, your caution, in putting'vile .perfons, 
malecontencs and boutefeux, ont of their 
unworthy trade, that, under colour of • 
accefs, feedfaAion, and, by fuggefting^ 
moilves of' difcotltent, pleaHng hu- 
mours, and pretending faith, conceal 
their treachery. We humbly with that 
King James will be more tlian ordinari- 
ly watchful in removing all deceiving 
Ipirits,- which were able to deceive the 
very faints themftlves, if for the true 
eletfts fake the days ivere not limited. 
No true friendi under heaven can be 
difpenfed with in fecreting or covering 
thofe fores of inward angmfli in the 
minds of ill inftruments, which for 
want of caution in cutting off tlieir cur- 
rent, like the fire of St Anthony, ex 
poji faHo^ may impoftumate j for of 
philofophers we learn, that genity of 
the divines, that bom angeli are ap- 
pointed by God to be fecret counfellors 
in diredling all men to thofe ends' 
which providence appoints ; and there- 
fore it were reqoifite. that princes- 
ihould be made acquainted with their 
N 3 own 
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ovnt&irs I7 fndifaHiiUcrfly.ulmng I 
in a purer elemem, can bcft progno- 
IticatewbttAoTQiiare like to light er 
fiff^i itnmfmtttihus. By premoDitta) 

to princes that^e temperate aad wile, 
the woi-A that can fucceed, is cautiM 1 
upon fonie likely caxifej.bat by co»- 
cealment of itnpulUve acciiietns, k 
happens that the tnifchief lighteth in our 
necks before ^ve prepare the remedy. 
Tlie burgefles of Troy began to groan, 
and to bment, when the battery (irew 
near } but CuiTandra titt true prophet- 
efs advcrtifed when Simm began to 
work. - Idle artiBcers think it foiEcient 
. to Iiave a well in their houfi; to quench . 
fire if it chances to kindle ; but a wai^ 
workman hath an eye to the furnace, 
that all fparks maybe fmothered. Dh 
eit piger^ lea eji in via ; but a trully 
fentinel gives a quick ^arm upon the 
firll ambufcado that appcirs in his fpe- 
cuIati(M>, ^i«M fi peculator vfderU 
Radium veniintem et buccitia von tM- 
fonuerit^ faith the Holy Ghoft, ilU 
^dem in iniquitate fua cafietur* 

If 
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If there were wy thiitg^ m thi» world, 
Ae&t.tothe lifeofourownfovereign, fy 
preciom and dear to Cecil dndme, as the 

]arefer?atiOD of the fiicceediD|[ Majefty( 
if there were any ocbei ttiesn of f^cu*- 
hng both eftates,! both in prefent atul 
future, bCfHte bislnainCenaiKe; if wc 
could make choice of any otner 
grounds wliereoa to meditate, or cau- 
fes wheieon t6 joy, after the ietting ot 
that fun *hicb BOW fliioes chearfuUy^ 
befide himfeif i if, " kid I wirt," wens 
isvreadifpen&ti^h upon default for fuf*- 
{ended advertifement ; if we could pre* 
iiime of life an- hour with a qulee con* 
ftienoe, after we were able juftly to 
accufe nurfelves of ne^igence, -in fec-^ 
ting light prefumptions of peril, which 
irc the feeds of iinart to foUuw, and ia 
titoe might either have been diverted 
by discretion, or at the \eaii. avoided 
1^ advertifement; if datmJoefs were as 
^fixcufable as caution it ei^dient; cq 
eonctuctf, .if one and tlte &nte reafon 
have ejbtmpted overfigbts in war, 
and too g^eac negligeQce in {canning 
perils 
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perils that concflrn the lives and (bm 
of princes, from difpenfation aiul remit 
fion, quod commiffareparare nequeaKtj 
and without difcorery of agitatiDO, 
there can be foond no other eafe to cod- 
fcience and endlefs love; you [nia;r] 
perfuade yourfelf, dear Mr Bruce, ttat 
■we would have traverfeda tliouland fe- 
cret paths, and have call our care in ^ 
many diverfe moulds, before we bad 
{H-efumed once to touch a circle forti- 
fied with fo many binding charac- 
ters of confidence and religious refpeft, 
or have dra-wn the conftant eye of King 
James by the (hadow to find oiAtbe 
longitude. We do but offer; be muft 
judge ; we do but aim, he muft dired; 
we admonilh, he muft examine; wt 
are the ecchoes that refound, he nmft 
fearch the concavities. For wbenfo- 
ever'King James by his judgment flail 
fecure fuch IchkIs of traffic from fufjn- 
cioH, we will itrait fulnnit our judg- 
ments without fcrupuloGty. . In the 
mean time, heaven and earth fhall wic- 
nefe with our fouls> that \ve neithw 
have I 
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have forborn, nor ever will forbear tb 
premoniih and advertHe, whatibever 
may clircdly 01* indirei^y tend to tbe 
confervafjonof that dear JSing, btfih in 
bis perfoii and eftate, keeping dill in 
mind that maxim of tlie philofophenj 
Thit by negjeding rnedia-,v/c are guilty 
c^the concl^fion; that of the canonifV, 
Maltan qui »oh ity^edit adjuvare dki~ 
tup ; and, above alt, a principle of 
common fenfe, That princes are the fit- 
ted judges of all circufnflances that be- 
long to themlelves in particular. The 
burden c^our Idre and confcience beti^ 
once discharged intotliat oCeap of deep 
confideration, \t^eretn, as St Augudin . 
writes of a deeper myftery, a gnat may 
fwinis and an ^% may drown, w« refort 
to private moderaiic^, with a purpofe 
to like beft' of thofe things which his 
wifdom Ihall refolve, but withal to 
pray inceflantly, that, he may refolve 
upon fuch motives as are fafeft for him- 
felf, in cujus unius falute conanums 
falutit cdrdo vertitur. 

But now, <JearMr Bruce, to proTC 
that 
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that our fears have been fuch, as ac- 
cording to the judgment of your ovix 
Civilians, both may and ought to cade- 
re in virum conJiarUem^ to let you 
-fee withal the difference between this 
time, wherein Ehe perils cif ineftimable 
King James are fcanned with ' cu- 
riofity, and thofe formef times, where- 
in tliey werecreated, (waifed, and abet- 
ted without fcruple, 1 will lay down fo 
■ many demonltraiions as are ripe for 
-difcovery, and appeal to your own 
judgment, whether it were not requi- 
fite, in cafe we fliould either not hear 
' what is founded", " nor regafd ivfiSt 
'threatened, or not advertife what is 
" certified, that our Blefled Saviodr 
ihould come again, and iay to us, 
' as he did to the deaf and blind man 
in the gofpel, Ephphatha. 

Out of France it hath been now thriCe 
advertifed, that perfons of beft credit 
with the King hare earneftly perfuaded 
him to havean earneft eye to the Sc6ttlfli 
ftate ; becaufe time never ferved fo fit- 
ly for the plotting of his projedsas 
now, 
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now, wheij not OTi\y Ritben in/e dtvifof 
fa&aefimagnanimorumcontentio, but 
befide a fecret ikw will further fome 
proceedings that as yet isnndifcovered. 
Detliick * direifted much about the fame 
time by a fecretary to the Duke of Flo- 
rence, who is French for life, under th6 
coiourofafleevelefs errand, addcth to fu- 
fpicion; dependingupon.Shirley|-,who 
doth 

• I have not been able to difcover wliat is 
meant by Dethick, 

f The famoils Sir Anthony Shirley, a partifan 
of Spain ; able, inliniiatkig, faMt. His negor 
eiatioiM witliKing James, maypofllbly be hcre- 
afur published. 

. WbU folli^ws may fenre as a fpecimen of Shir- 
ley's dangerous politics. He thus writesf 
" Since one great ftrength of hisMajelty's oppo- 
" fite groweth upon the good fuccds and pro- 
" iperingofthe prefect auchonty which now ru' 
" leth England under her Majefly, he muft b^ 
" contented to waftc away the vigour cf that by 
" jbme infenfibk yet powerful means, and to 
" ioffer thff impoverilhiiient of that ftate for the 
^' piefent, that the. particnl» grievances of the 
" liibjefts may make /i^CTn odious ever which bow 
" govern then^whenfoeverCod ihall fend an al- 
'* teratibn : for which he hath excellent means; 
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doth only \v3tch to fet hi s compoft^astbe 
reaibns and refpetfts c^ ftate embolden 
him. The coming of the French ain- 
baflador * at this time, when be ran 
alledge le^ likelibt^d of any reafonabk 
cau& to feod, confidering the quiet on ' 
all coalU by which the French fliouU 
f^ fecures all uncertainties. Hie 

" as declai'ed amply by Mr Keith, and part flf 
'' that purpofe is already aAed here by ixet j 
" goc)d meani, which hath been wrou^ tjit 1 
*" Venetiam having reftralned the Engliih from I 
" trading to any part of their domlnionj, but I 
f the port of Vei&e oady. — — Since it b molt ! 
*-' BMX&ry to make lloc Jbte as «e3& u wy ' 
<>.ba.lbtluuitB!iftyliavcvalk[,t7i»fftoftffld,kt 
** muil be pleafed to foment the v«r»«f btlu^ , 
" t& fuch Gyet, that the QAeen rtay be rrcr j 
*' driTcn tB ekpmce, aad that no neceflityoMigt j 
•* the SpaiHanl agatA to rntcrmingle himfeif in | 
*• his M^efty** inCereft; fo that he maybe V I 
"•free (ot atl accrdntta' vhtch may ocaa." 
MS8. j4JvMrtttes Library, TRe reader will h 
ftoeked, at feeing an Englrfliman propofe nw- 
forea fo de^rateand maiaroraf. 

• Baroa D« Jwr*. He fct oat fromP"™ 
84ti June t^a. I Win-mod, vaA i./>42i- 

purpofe 
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purpofe doth agree diredlly with the 
warning which was given the Qoecn by 
fome whom ihe has greateit caufe, 
to trufl in France, that in illam et il- 
btm h(ec cndetttr faba\ and chat this 
minifter is only fent to found the depths 
of all your channels, what veflels, and of 
whatburden they can carry,ifoccaflon fall 
oat, to make adventures to thofe parts, 
and what pilots among your greateil 
raalecontents may be wrought upon. 

From Rome hath been twice adTcrtii 
fed, that ftrange affurances have been fent 
from Scotland, (rf" g^eat myfteries and 
miracles to be wrought, in cafe tho 
)Minc« * could once be put in tho 
hands of a catholic, whereof they wefe 
in hope, by the favour and endeavour 
of a pmrerful inftrument, which would 
ftrongly labour it. Correfpondent 
comforts in like m»iner hare been lent 
from Rome to Scotland, in cafe tlife 
foreign princes catholic mi^t be once 
aflured of the prince's education, and 

• Henry Prince of ScoUaad. 

O the 
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tliepowerfulnefs ofthofe that favoured 
the change, that they ftiould not abfo- 
liitely cad away the feed ttiat were be- 
rtoivtd on tliem to thefe good purpo- 
fes. We love not to compare exam- 
ples, further than neceffity and tender- 
nefs doth form comparifon *. But as 
I will not fpeak of her that.is united to 
the worthiell in individuo, becaufe we 
hold her virtues to be radical, and Uk 
herfelf; fo, on the other fide, 1 would 
not willingly live to that day, wherein 
the prince's education fhould reft in the 
hands of fuch as are either malecontents, 
or favour malecontentSjWhatfoeverilu- 
dows may be caft, or excufes formed, W 
cloud jealoufy. They that defire to 
draw an unwilling inftrument to an 
unfafe counfel, muft deceive as the fer- 
pent did, by dazzling the fuperficial con- 
ceit, with Ecce Chrijius in pettetraS- 
bus ; for believing that Queen Anne 
■would abhor the counfel that did can? 

• Alluding probably to Queen Anne's fonner 
attempt to get tke cnftody of Prince Henry. 

. . , prejudice 
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prejutlice in the very forehead to her 
worthy King, they take other ways 
in afliiring her, thit thefe alterations 
are fafe for this eftate, that Ihe fliali be 
ficut Dii, fciens bonum et malum ; and 
that this change of mufic will not found 
any difcord in the ear of the King, but 
awake him out of his lethargy. It 
chanceth often in the apothecaries fliops, 
ut tituli habeant remedia, pixides ve~ 
nena. Cum ^bfalom Want mnlti Jim- 
pike cordcy et caufam penitus igiioran- 
tes; and every man doth know, how 
eafy it will be accord thofe in po/itivo^ 
that fquare in the fuperlative. If at this 
prefent there be many ferpents in your 
ftate that fuggell grofs flatteries in the 
weaker fex, and without revealing the 
infide of their hearts, make her believe, 
that the way to greatncfs ispofleilion, 
though this fair flower have a bitter 
root; if out of her facility they wax 
audacious, in encouraging their boute- 
feux abroad to work upon prefunied 
comforts, which in time they hope to 
ti'ing to pafs ; if this particular be 
O 2 made 
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made a motive to difturbance confe- 
quent, as doth appear by inaDiie{l dif- 
covery ; if this eccho do rebound frwn 
foreign parts, before King James be 
adrertifed at home : it is no bad tiofe 
that defcries the match before the 
piece take fire ; for what efiefts may 
grow by difproponion between ftrong 
liefires, and how fuddenly the fire of a 
fecret faAion doth break out, of en- 
deavours that are oppofite, though we 
could forget, }«t late experience would 
teftify «. 

Out of the Archduke's camp, one of 
her Majefty's greateft commanders hath 
been advertifed, that a fire will break 
out in Scotland before it be long, which 
makes Cecil to fear, knowing in what 
ftate King James ftands with England 
at this day, that other trains made un- 
der ground by fecret pioneers, within 
the body of that ftate itfelf, may break 
out when it is leaft looked for. 

* J^IIudbg to the tumult raiied by Eltex, 

Add 



LETTER XI. i6i 

' Add hereunto the gallant maintenance 
of Cowrie's fon *, fo near to Scotland, 
and with fo great ihews, though no man 
knows from whence, belide Sir John 
Caryf, who is holden to be very in- 
ward 

• Patrick Ruthven, tie fon of William Earl 
of Gowrle. It was he who wrote the admirable 
letter to the Earl of Northumberland, which 
has been publifhed in the Cabala, and in other 
colle^ons of that nature. His daughter was 
married to Vandyck : IValfele'i Anecdotes of 
fainting, vol. a. /. 58. 

: t Sir John Cary, fon of LordHunfdon, aniJ 
governor of Berwick. After the death of John 
Earl of Gowrie, 5tb Auguft 1600, his two bro- 
thers took refuge in Berwicli. Sir John Cary 
currefp ended wiib Cetil on this fubje^. 10th 
Auguft i6co, he thus writes, *'' The Kkig haS- 
" made great fearch, and lays great wait for th« 
" two younger brothers, who, by great fortune,. 
" efcapcd Irom the fchools ; and not daring to- 
" tarry in Scotland, tliey are this day com.; in- 
" to Berwick clofely, in difguifed apparel ; and 
" being brought to me, they only delire, tliat 
'* tbeir lives may be fafe, and they may have 
" a little ovcriigbt here, till the ti-uth of t!i(.ir 
'* caufe maybe known: And the pitiful cafe of the- 
" old dillFeffed good CounLeia hath made me- the 
O 3 _ ;" willingliei! 
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\vzrJL ia that courfe, as .certun gentle-. 

men ia the tuvtb, making feveral c(4t 

lediuB 

*' willingHer to give my conTeot for their fiaj 
" here a. wliile, till I maj, by your bonouraUc 
" means, know the Qoeeo's Majefly's pleafure, 
" whether they fliall ftay here, or go fome vU- 
" ther farther into the coimtry; Tot theyorijde- 
" lire the fafety of their Htm; andthcoMCottM^ 
*' els's cafe Is pitifnl and lamentable. Ibelccth 
" yoTir honour, let me know her Majeflj 's plei- 
" fure, vnth as much fpeed as may be ; for t^ 
*• I-woulddonothingtooffendherMajeftj. Tke 
*' poor gentlemen ftole into the town this moro- 
"iogclofely, aadlcouldaotweH ttffntfaemwC 
'I, again, feeing they come ftv refuge to fiivetbdr 
" lives, till I know her Majelty's further pbi- 
" ftire therein." 

24th Augufi iiSoo. " Upon the retdpt rf 
" your letter of the i6tli Augiift, aceoHiogti) 
" the contents thereof, I did fend for the tmor 
*' of the two gentlemen, the Earl of Cowrie's 
*' brothers, who,' for my own part, I lia« ■<* 
" yet fecn fince their conung into the town, fc 
" clofe have they kept themfelves, as ihejr hiw 
" never yet ftirrcd out of their chamber wtidl 
" they firft entered into, to look abyoad ; i <«f 
'f ferred with their lutM". which might be ihefr- 
" cureft way for their own fafety, advillngdieiiii 
" for their better fccuriiy, to go farther oii Ircm 
"thcJi 
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leflioni of tokens vifible, and words 
let fall, have adrertiied their own con- 
ceits, 

" Uufe b(»^enng places, wlicre the King might 
" not To cafily hear of them, and their being, I 
" wilhed them to repiur towardt Richoioad, or 
" Co Rippon, or to about Hull, or to fomc other 
" inch iiiland towns (wt of the way, where the 
" King might not &> eafily have iatelligence of 
" them, and fo thej to be freer from the danger 
" of their countrymen, who arc Tcry converlknt 
" upon the ftreet-ways. He liking very well 
" hexeat, yielded willingly thereto; defiring 
" only, for that they came very meanly In.with- 
" out either money, horfe, or apparel, to have 
" three or four days refpitc, that they might 
" fend to their friends for money and nags, and 
" fucb other necellaries as Ihould be fit for their 
"journey; then will they prefentlydcpart as fe. 
" cret as may bej and in the mean time, they 
" fliall remain very dole, till their neceflaries b« 
" gotten, which will be within four days." 

4lh September 1600. " Before this day. I 
" could not by any means get the prefent Earl of 
" Cowrie and his brother out of the town; fix 
". that they had fent to their mother for mainte- 
" nance, and could not hear till now any thing 
'* from her; and now it falls out fo ill with them, 
" as Ihc hath Cent them no manner of mainie- 
" aance, hoping they tbould have .ftaid her* 
•* ftill; 
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ceitSjin confequence with thole other 
fears which have been formerly advertt- 
fed. 

The 



" ftill; neitter dares (he truft many of her ftr- 
" vants ; for if it ftiouM be known, that flie did 
" any manner of way either give them fuccour 
" or maintenance, or any manner of help, (he 
" Ihonld prefently forfeit, and be thrown out of 
" alt that the hath. Sach fecret fearch and"privy 
" fpial is there through the whole country for her 
" and her fons, as no friend either dare or can 
" travel between chem ; fuch privy fearch is laid 
" for them rn all places, as a^moft no man cm 
" travel in their country bUt he is fearched. 
" And if I had fent them fooner away, I fliould 
" but have fent them to very great danger, d- 
" ther of being killed or taken ; for that they 
" being very poor themfelves, and having no 
" friends, nor any acquaintance, could neither 
" hSve told whither to have gone, or what to 
" do. But, finding their neceflities, and th«ir 
" willingnefs to fubmit themfelves to any ap- 
" pointment, and for that I would have them 
" out of the town before any fault were found, 
" I have found means, that they are fiirnillied 
" with fome money, and are ftolen privately out 
" of the tovra, I have fent them, with a man 
" of mine own, to Durham, where they ihail 
■* be fecretcly for a twenty days, till their mo- 
" ther 
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The Mafter of Gray hath had long 

conference with Queen Anne; fince 

vhich 



" thcr may tale Covat better order for their 
" maintenance ; -and then they mean to travel 
" to Cambridge, and there to fludy for a time. 
" They have none but themfelves, and their 
" fchoolmafter with them. AU the time of their 
" being here they verc as in a prifon ; for no- 
" body evel- faw them, neither did they ever ftir 
*' ont of thdr chamber, fo as there can be no 
" certamty knoira of their bong here, but on- 
" ly npon miftmft; ?nd as feeretly are they 
'* gone out of the town." 

3ift September 1600. "I haye eren now 
'* prefentlyreceivedyour letter of th^ijth ofthif 
•' in5ant,nndernanding thereby theQueen'sMa- 
" jefty's pleafure for the Earl of Cowrie's two 
" brothers. All that hath been faid of them, 
*' touching their behaviour here in Bemick, is 
" but furmifes and fuppofes by the coairary par- 
" ty. For 1 will aCm:e your honour, upon my 
'** ^th, it could not have been tietter carried, 
t' nor clofelier handled by any creatures living, 
" than by them, during their being here ; for 
" myfelf did never fee them but once, and that 
** was at midni^t, only myfelf; and ft)r any o- 
" ther.Iknowtheykeptthcmfelvesclofeenough; 
** for they durft do no oiLenrife, they were 
" fo si&aid of themfelves. They went awjay a> 
" feeretly; 
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which time his ftyle is heaved up cor- 
thttrno altiore, as Cicero faid of An- 
thony. Divers of Cowrie's neareft 
and deareft friends * have fecret accefc 
to perfons of great quality ; they keep 
old ilfiies open, and feed fpleen agninft 
all thofe that are employed and truftcd 
in the courfes of the prefent ftate, which 
the King's wifdom tempercth, Mow- 

" fecretly ; and to Durham they went loog 
" fmce, with an intent to pafs onward to Cam- 
*' bridge, as I did before figuify to your honour. 
" So as what is now become of them, I know 
" not, neither where they be ; for fmcc their 
" departure, I have not heard of them aaf 
" thing ; fo as I know not where to hear c^ 
" them. Thus much I thought good with fpeed 
" to certify you, thai with fpeed there may be 
*' fome courfe taken for their difpatch, ac- 
*' cording to herMajefty's pleafure." MS. Pa- 
fer-offce. By comparing thefe tranfcripts with 
the letter from Lord Henry Howard, the read- 
er will perceive that Cecil did not difclofc every 
thing that he knew to King James. 

• It appears from the letters of NicolfcOi to 
Cecil, preferved in the Paper-office, that Bca- 
trii Ruthven, fifter o( Gowrie, was privately atf- 
mitted into theprefeace of Queen Anne of Den- 
mark, 

brajr 
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braf * to Daniel and others did con- 
&fs a purpofe in his own heart, to be 
made an inftrument againft the perfon 
of the King, wheofoever he were fet 
in hand, and to affeiit all perfons oppo- 
iite' to the prefent carriage of your af- 
fairs, as he would demonftrate upon the 
firft opportunity.' If other embryonesy 
which are yet wformes, but yet danger- 
ous, come any nearer to the likelihood 
of any formal Jhape, his Majefty Ihall 
be advertifedj though, in the mean, 
we repute it a great indifcretion to re- 
veal our uttermoft, before the defire of 
utterance, out of a found afledJon, be- 
come fo flrong as the fon of Crasjus 
would, by ftraining, break the ftrings of 
his tied tongue, to deliver what his 
love and duty binds him to. I conclude 
with advertifments out of your element 
to ours, from perfons very much mif- 
liked by the King, of their increafe of 

• Francis Mowbray, fon of the Laird of Bam- 
bougle, engaged in fome confpiracy agaiaH 
King James, See SpQttifaiaode't Hijiery, p.i,1%. 

favour 



„C.i..wlc 



i6S LETTER XI. 

favour in fome places, and with foiufr 
perfon!:, from whom it were much bet* 
tcr for the fbrce that they were banilli- 
ed*. 

* Thit letter kaa no ixte. It fecnu to lute 
Veen fent fome time before the letter to Kinj 
James, 34111 Auguft 1603. 
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tord Henry Howard to King yames. 

IT is impoffible for any other pen 
than that \vhich die Prophet calfcth 
ealamam fcribt vehcHer feribe$itU, 
Moft Excellent, Mofl Gracioas, and 
Moft Redoubted King James, to pr»- 
fent any figure of humble thankfulne^ 
proportionable to the merit of yoor 
matchlefs mind, in accepting certain 
late advertilments, though dipped in , 
iharpfauce, with afweetnefsfuitableto 
thofe true and humble afiedions that i 
are born to you. But to fpeak tiiilj, : 
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it h neither ufual aor almoTt ppffibl« 
Co find any pdnce la tbefe time-plea- 
Ung-dayf, £0 xooderalcly bounded, and 
io evenly poifed in bis afTedipHS, as tp 
admit timely contradidiion by refpedis^ 
oiEces, or otherwife afefted than he 
tiiat^iad in Eiay, N«Ut€ ajpicere itobu 
ea ^u£ reSa fuai-, loqitimini placentia, 
or than tihelfjDg of iTrael, tbatcona- 
msnded tbe Prophet Mic^ah out of hs 
fight, quod non prophetaret quodjttcun- 
dum £/?, ^c. But herein your Majefty 
is not unfortunate, tbat you have light 
i^pon a Cecil and a Lord Henry How- 
axA To fuitable to your wartby mind, 
as ihey 'wjU Itrain all tlungs, reveal all 
my&cries, and run u^n all r«cks, ra- 
ther tlian diicharge^ b^ too great conf- 
denoe, conceal by :too much fear, or ne- 
^d, with over great fadlity, the kaft 
fparkcrf fire m tte fortune of fo iWeet 
-aprince, or charge our oivii'&Ives and 
coofcieace with tbe tveig^ of any grie- 
vous after- coming accident, that migttf. 
Jiave been prevented in cafe it had been 
feafonably pnemamOied, holing for 
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ever (tcdfaftly that proteftation of St 
Paul, that neque mors, neque vitay m- 
que angeli, neque principatus^ ne^pte 
virtutes, neque injiantia, neque futm-if, 
neque fortiiudo, altitudo, aut profim~ 
dum, neque creatufa alianos Jeparare 
foterit from that affoftibn which we 
have vowed, the promife which we have 
made, and the fervice which, next to 
the fovereign pofleffor, we have fworn 
to you. 

Touching-the great perfon *, which 
by circumfteice is touched in the mat- 
ter, we a^ee in judgment with your 
Majefty j for when we fee that there is 
no other way to the grfeatnefs of her own 
eftate, which her magnanimity defircs, 
■ to the glory of her of&pring, ^vhich her 
-natural affei^on doth apprehend, to 
the fecurity of her eftate, which the 
weaknefs of her fex regards, than by 
taking courfes fuitable and fafe for 
-your prefervation, who are the bafe of 
of all beatitude, how void of &nfe, dif- 

* Qu^en Ann^ oS Denmark.. 
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cretion, or humanity, might thofe be 
reckoned that would conceive a thought 
repugnant to fo many certain grounds 
In the mind of this wife lady, that pur- 
fues her own ends by thofe means that 
are moft fuitablc. 

But fince they are not to be counted 
fldlful or judicious allronomers, that 
never give notice of the gathering of 
clouds before the ftorm do light ; 0nce 
labourers are not excufed in forbear* 
tng to prefent the fubflance, though 
nnpolifhcd, with which the chiefeft 
workmen ufe to build; fince Pliny 
wameth Trajan, that thofe princes are 
ill ferved, ^ihus gejia tantum, non 
gerenda^prepojita, non probabilia prtt- 
dicantur^ and whofe miniflers do only 
jhow the means velandi ckatricettiy 
fed non pnsveniettdi vulnera ; your 
Majefly will admit the tendernefs of 
oar afeftion, in wifliing with our 
ftrongeft zeal, that the party, being in 
herfelf moft gracious, religious, and 
wife, may be armed, advifed, and for- 
tified, againft the. pradice and perfua- 
P 2 fion ' 
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&on diboiaefeiex, thaiare mduftrions, 
inlidious, and peftilenc. If iome of 
chefe have not diflembled by wordsand 
writings which are come to light, a 
fiolent defire to work upon advantage 
of difpleafed moods, piirpofing to infi- 
nuate by moderate <fcgrees their own 
intention into the negligence and igno- 
rance of flceping thoughts that inert 
not ill ; ome feed foreign ftates will) 
expec^tioD of wonders to be wrought 
in Scotland out of difcontented bo- 
mours, wMch are invifible, in pcrfom 
of great quality ; if circomftlDcei 
do concur to prove that couries are 
run covertly to dtrtemper union, thrf 
jierhaps witboAJt facccd; ifhatterybe 
given oftentimes to places that are weak 
in fex, though ftrong in love ; if tfe 
Tery countenance of accefs and confer- 
ence give likelihood to falfe adTcrlife- 
inents, divulged by this colour to ro- 
worthy ears, thoughintentjonsbecleir; 
if the way to cure infirmities be faft w 
open all obftruftjons in pern tlwtare 
not unfoBJicf ; i£ do^rs, t^, is bo- 
dies 
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dies natural To long as life doth laft, 
want means of marking and difcerning 
fenfibly the ftate of every vital part, arc 
authorifed to divine per /ymptomatdj 
vhich are oftentime figniticant, your 
Majelly may apprehend with what di- 
ligence we fearch, with what indiffer- 
ence we regard, and with what tender- 
ncfs we adviie thoie things which have 
oftentimes extemam mali J^ctemy 
quamvis inttma fint fol'tda *. 

The rule of judgment in the ftate 
wherein we live, doth make us meafure 
obje^ of like revwencewith liketender- 
nefs. Our office is to prefent the matcer j 
your judgment muft imprint the form ; 
our dflty to deliver, yoor-wifdom to 
difpofe ; our diligence doth refer, your 

I • Certamly Lord Henry Howard WK eicel- 
tcQEly qualified for darlc correfpoadeDce and io- 
trigue, for his featiments and his language are 3 
continual cypher. The reader has here his 
•ojords ; as to his Mearaag, m this very pompous 
fcntence, it would ftem that he purpofes to. tell 
King James*, that his wife is a weak, intri- 
guing, tattling woman, and one who ought ta 
be watched orer. 

P } con&leratioa 
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eonfideraticm muft compare j wc Dujr 
imagine by fuch dillances as oftfntinioi 
deceive, you mai\ judge by denuw 
. (IratioBs that are infallible; Ejke Ajf* 
pocritam et ex'tbit cum eo jurgium, et 
ceffabunt cotttumeR* ' Pefiiietttc fia- 
gellatOy fapierts erit fapienthr. It is 
fafet to remove a block out of tbe wajt 
than to mjuntain a \ratchman £or tbe 
caution of well-meaning friends thai 
they fturable not. To conclude, them 
can be no fear of the foundation, where 
your firll care is eitt^r to Wow up^ 
folutely, or to difplace all tbs fnonecn. 
Tlie very parpofe of creating difcoter- 
ments, of feeding paffions, or follow- 
ing the iliadowB of their own iwdgina- 
tion into the mimis of perfiHW that are 
bound to reverence no other faints, aa- 
mit no double feafts, nor celelwate no 
other jubilees than are fet oat in yo*" 
calendar, implies a vile affeftion in 
their o^vn iiearts, though the princi-. 
pal, as we prefume, will make the beft 
ufe of all humours for yoiw good, con- 
cert all motives of foggcftions to your 
fiipport, 
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£ipport^ and ^ther out of weeds Gi 
tnudi as U fofficient to ftore the golden 
bire of your expetSsd happioeis. Your 
Majefty fliall receive * by Mr Bruce a 
{all difcourfe of n^ons moving Cecil 
and mCf as well in judgment, as in tea* 
derne£<i, to awake your w»ldom for the 
Riding out of proTiftonal fuppties a* 
gainft all events or likelihoods, M'hich 
in the fafeft courfc. If any thing wen 
kft unlignilied, your Majefty we hope 
would gracionfiy afcribe the caufe 
ibereof to difcretion and caution, whicl; 
warn bonell men to be well advifed, 
when the danger in not itominent, tn 
advettiQng lach things withnnt demon- 
ib^tiovs, which might fometimes do 
no lefs hurt by infinuation than by exe- 
cution-; and, which is more, caufe 
hvnilefs thoughts to conceive more 
u^n challenge than they did intend in 
t^ir own integrity. Whofpever love* 
your perf'in, loves yoar quiet ; and a 
tiung impoHible it it for any man tof 

* Alluding probably to tbe pRceding letto-. 

love 
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love your quiet, that takes pleaAire a 
poflefs your mind of ftronger fean 
than the difcreet care of your preferra- 
t'ton, which fets all circutnlhnce afiJe, 
doth drive us to. God can witnefs,that 
we know not any ready fafluoned or 
formed plot ; for in that cafe it were 
expedient that all ftrings fiiould break, 
and all impediments be fee at liberty. 
At tliis prefent your Majefty's chief 
care mufl be, to bar, once for all, aB 
conference, all confidence and intelli- 
gence between thnfe whom you have 
caufe to love, and others whom you 
have as great caufe to hate ; to back 
thofe by authority, that prefs with ea- 
gernefs to quench all fires of mward 
burning feuds within the body of your 
own" eftate j to lay for packets palling 
many ways, and to have a watchfiil eye 
to leagues of love, beginning \vhere in 
former times have been profulionsof 
boilility. Cut off, as much as lies in 
yiiu, compaffion of fuch complaints ai 
have 3 root in your o^vn harm, thou^ 
invifible to thofe that, out of \v'eakne6 
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■of their judgment, are not able to-di{^ 
tu^iiOi aK tbcy ought between mifari- 
cordiapaniens, and ertidelUat parcens. 
Ifeve an eye to J'rance, and to the Tro- 
jan horfes * that are fent from thence. 
Iiifufe one fcmple at the leaft of feme 
ftarp iBgredient into that whole mats 
rf manus Chr'tftiy wherecrf you are 
wmpotmded by the providence of Goit, 
Believe not every one that fiys^ Domi~ 
ne, Domine. Meafore the profeffibn of 
convertites, rather by the motive that 
reclaims them» than the words which 
they deliver. Permit no fetting up rf 
any golden calf in Dan or Bethel, that 
may withdraw the minds of thofe, that 
only ought to worihip you, to ftrange 
invocation. Difcourage all that ought 
to be moft inward with yourfelf from 
conference with Philillines ; for the A- 
poftle proves judicitnifly out of an an- 
cient Greek poet, thax. corruinpunt ho- 
«os mores colloquia prava. The poi- 
fons are moft defperate that work fe- 

* Mesnrng the Frmck amb3flad<^, 

cretly 
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cretly and leifurely, and learn byju- 
fephy that whofoever is daliglited with 
the converfation of idolatrous Egyp- 
tians that adore ftrange Gods, or Yiif 
when they Jliould fully pronounce Shi- 
boleth, which fignifies Jpicam gram, 
not lernam zizanii^ will at one time 
or otlier, without the mighty grace of 
God, fwear per fabttem Pharaomty 
and forget the promife of that holy land 
which fhall one day flow with milk and 
honey. Tax all temerities that dare 
commend for current what experience 
proves to be counterfeit. . Bar takitig 
of bias when the main is in. Confider 
advifedly the peril of that ftate, which 
by nourUhing the feeds of faSion in in- 
teftines, giveth encouragement to fo- 
reign hopes. Remove thofe meteon 
from all ftrength of illulinn that are ta- 
ken for bright Ihining funs, by thofe 
that ftand and behold far off. Look 
into the fcandal of a prince's govern- 
ment, if being freed from foreign fears 
by heavenly providence, he knows not 
how to root up the cockle which 
fprings 
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fprings up at home. Conceal the my- 
fterj- of Engliih intelligence, that iin- 
ners may be caught in the fnare which 
they fet for the moft innocent. Pro- 
voke not ill affedlions to defperate at- 
tempts, by too much ne^eiSing the 
care of yourfelf ; and upon the firft ex- 
ample that you find of juggling, efta- 
blilh a terror to malignity. Thefe are 
the means of preferving our clear cry- 
ftal glafs, from bruifes or flaws by ac- 
ci^nt, which containeth the moft pre- 
cious elixir that in our age hath been 
extraifVed artCy or in any age can be 
matched by alchimy. It is true, that 
to every juft and worthy mind, fua 
confcientia efi murus ^neus ; but yet, 
Moft Worthy and' Renowned King 
James, keep in mind that negligerai 
media finis excidit, and Jafnens donU- 
iiahitur aftris. Duty, honefty, and 
tendernefs, caufeth us to {iep with 
ihefe pebble-ftones in our feet, like the 
cranes that keep true watch when the 
■vultures are upon their wings, left 
we be furprifed in iloth, and rather re- 
gard 
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jiard calwmtam ignitf tliaa cehtmum 
uahUy- whese Co many aminircul^ w 
i)pporite, buc -of the care we have U 
fortify the banks by wJiich Und-watm 
may Jireak in to the drowning of tk 
irelheft and the faireft ffi>pes, doiii ' 
more us ftUl to utter what we appre- ' 
bend, leavingever judgment and eteo- ] 
Xion to your own deep wifdom, wMdi I 
knows beft how to work out yoor own 
fecurity : Hereof your Majefty may be 
moft certain, that, in dealing witb a 
prince of your eftate, escpedation, and 
svorth, we meddle ^vith no Paracelfun 
reciipts *, which muft make thetr 
proof ^vith the peril of the patient, but 
wh:h fuch fate and certain potions, as 
carry thar ProBatum eji engraven deep- 
ly in the cover trf the cup which cob- , 
taineth them; therefore, acc^rdiflgtO 
the cuftoni of the Common law, iudi 
pardons «re of courfe where the mind 
is ever innocent. 

• Yet in his flyle Lord Henry ftems tsihax 
followed Pantcelfus, Grnamcd Bsmbaftui. 

Tiie 
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The name of die iniglit * fcall be 
fcept as fecretly as other myfteries of 
greaer weight than that ; for if thofe 
things be not revealed to the furgeon 
that looks ioto the hearts ^vhen the life 
is gone, they liiall, by the grace of Je- 
ius, diflblve with the very hearts theni- 
felves in cirterem.. Notwithftanding, 
to give fatirfaftion to your Majefty, 
touching the humours of the man, ac- 
cording to your requeft, duty bindeth 
us to let you know, that though he 
tarry outwardly a form of honefty, yet 
there » not a more dilhonefl man in his 
0[wn nature upon this earth, norjone 
that, for the gain of fmpence, would 
feoner betray his own father, ^ut be- 
caufe this packet preiTeth difpatch, and 
the circxunilances belonging to this per- 
fon require length, we will defer a 
more largedifcowfe till thenext, which 
fliall move you to judge of hi« quality 

• See the letter to the Earl of Mair, 4ih 
June i6o3. 

Q. by 
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by demonftration. It is fufficient in 
generality, at this prefent, to perfusde , 
refervednefs, left hereafter, by how I 
much your aifeirs are of greater w^ht : 
than private mens that have dealt with 
this fame perfon, by fo much your ex- 
perience be more perilous and charge- 
able. Ambition caufeth him, not 
confcience, nor true aJteAion, toUteat 
the bait of Ihining hopes, and to im- ' 
bark with maleconten t s, according to the 
temper of his own pulfe diftempered ; 
for, miffing places and_ prefermentJ 
which he fought above his worth, he 
thought it a wife part, to feek more 
ftrings to his bow than- one, left that 
might chance to break .• but we do sf- 
fui-e your Mi^efty, that if to-morroff 
next he could vent his own wares it 
another market to his advantage, or 
buy better cheap, he would quicldy 
turn his4nart thitherward. , 

The letters written by your Majefty 
1040 and 5-0 *, have wrought their ; 

• I cannot difcorer what perfoni are meanlbj 
■ the cyphers 40 and 50, I 
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e&ds, according to their wilhes and 
defires tliat humbly advifed you. 50 
was no lefs delighted with that cordial, 
than if he had been ponefled of Ameri- 
ca ; and no man [can] blame the man, 
for he hath moft CO hazard; and having 
carried himfelf very ftrangely toward 
you and yours in former times, is glad 
of -a ^ietus efty ^vhich may fecure him 
and tlie ftate which he may leave after 
him. He promifeth to bind that favour 
more afluredly by futoi'e deferts ; and 
fol think he will, fo long as he is gui- 
ded by that fpirit that in his prefent 
fear and future ticklilhnefs is predomi- 
rrant; and therefore it is not ill hand- 
led, that your own wildoni fliould re- 
fleft upon yourfelf ; and that, as the 
philofopher doth counfel, fruitus offi- 
cii ihould be ipfitm officium. It was 
not poflible for any pen to hit wore pre- 
cifely than yours hath done, both the 
fenfe, literal and anagogical, of that 
which we did perfuade, in fetting 
down the points of thofe letters. It 
remains, that we folicit and expeA as 
(^2 profperous 
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profperous eiTetfts as expetftatians aic 
probable, ut tandem vemamus in tar- 
bem. 

Your Majefty did very juUicioufly ob- 
ferve, upon the Queen's ufing of thofe 
words, Prxterietunt dies iUi^ that they 
might have been as aptly retorted upon 
others, as applied tp you in Huiff'h: but 
touching your own particular, ow 
bleiTcd LcH'd be gloriAed, it is very 
true, that the days of oppreilion and 
vexation from hence are hap|Mly over- 
blown. For as we read in the fonneU 
of Solomon, Tempejlas abiit^ imber re- 
cej/tt, audita eji vox turturis in terra 
nojira. The reafon of which change, tf 
you require, we can give no other than 
tliat of the prophet, Koce/yo/ia/ZJoTBim, 
ei eJi mird^ile in oculisnofiris. Weon- 
ly befeech your Majefty, to be careful, 
that fince tlie fretting ocean eateth as 
much into one land as it lofeth in an- 
other, that your circumfpet5lion may 
not abate at home, as your protedion 
doth augment abroad. For many wor- 
thy veffels, by Mo great negligence, 
have 
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have been' put in hazard in their 6\vn 
fife^feeming harbours ; anJ Troy itfelf 
was loft upon a holiday. The fuppo- 
fition, or rather fiiftion, of fo great fa- 
vours uffid toward the Mafter of Gray's 
hooby *, at his being here, fliow the 
lather's invention, who now, in his 
latter time, defpairing of employment 
in his wonted occupation, refolves per- 
haps to write comedies. Thefe figures 
proceed from caution, to raife his cre- 
dit there by ihadows of tliis place, as 
opacacorporat wanting glory in them- 
fclves, deliglit to Ihine with beams bor- 
rowed from imagination. But God 
bth ftrangely guided your Majefty, by 
more certain ways, without falfe lights. 
Poetry oppofing againft demonftrations 
is out of countenance, et nullas /pes 
habetTroja^ fi tales habet. Thisgrofs 
booby never came in the fight of (^een 
Elifabeth, nor of Cecil neither, more 
than once ; every thuig that happened 

• Aodrew. eighth Lord Grayj J^eiigSas't 

(^j hath 
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bath been fulljr adverdied. . Thit tme& 
alfo fliouM lure been cut off alfo^ 
if refpefts to cover other things did 
Got enforce a kind of &niiality. 

But of this you nwy be fwt^ 
that as a penlion of 400 crowns ii 
fer above the pride wherein Gray 
would have his fon ihine, lifee another 
Attyanax, and, leaves no remnant for 
ttie bafkets, after onee tlie Bfhes and 
barley-loaves are eaten, fo fliail the fo- 
ther hencefOTth neither have ])enflon 
nor donative, tlie Queen herfelf being 
made the motive of this reilraint, If 
ever it come to points, both upon in- 
creafe of burdens in the ftate, and up* 
on unkindnefs, which Due ihall feem to 
take, that he would have drawn Cecil 
into confliifl with you, and correfpoit^ 
dency for his own particular, which &£ 
holds not to be £ife for her any way. 
The befl courfe is to oatch the iinner in' 
his own fnare, et jugnlare j^ciiitapht* 
lent fuo gladio. 

It, is adyertiied to Cecil, that H. 
Ijcigh, at his being here, did either bi'ing 



,,G<)o^lt^ 



V % T T^ E' R' Xn/ i8y 

ft ktter or a mef&ge from your Maje- 
% to SuiTex; which we cannot believe, 
your Mijiiiy doth know the man To 
well, and hath fo Well tafted his affec- 
tions in fortner levities. - One pitying 
lus eftate not long ago, to a devoted 
fHend oi yours, with great fear that 
he would link fuddenly, was willed to 
be of good cheer, for that he had fo 
much cork in his head, a& tliat he 
thould fink was impoflible. 1 know 
not how, but in thefe days, as in fur- 
rner times, fools are not foriunate* 
Yoor Majefty hath had expei'ience in 
Lincoln's bufinefs, and are like enough 
to find it fooDer by the'flighteft traAic 
w^tli this giddy fellow, who by hottf 
much he is lefs fearful than the bther^ 
by fo much he is more dangerous, both 
being mad equally. The other mat- 
ter was excufed by the wit of Cecil, ta^ 
king advantage by the party's t»le and 
jbrvile avarice, lo divert fufpicion to 
contempt; but if any more of thefc 
things come to light, the Queen will 
tfeiuk herielf uniafe in your a&i^ionv 
and 
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and imagine that you work ~upon the 
weakell inftruments to ferre the turn, 
whenyoufindopportunity. This voyage 
of H. Leigh's, begun with greater 
paflton than wit or grounds, hath rat- 
fed ftrange clouds in this climate, in 
refpetfl whereof both Cecil and I do 
humbly crave, that he may be left no 
more to the liberty of his own eleftion, 
which can neitlier be guided by advice, 
nor bounded by hazard : The only hope, 
as I think, which he hath under heaven, 
is in yourfelf alone ; and therefore, un- 
der pain of your irreconcileable rejec- 
tion, there is no way to temper him. 
■ Cecil is inBnitely glad, that Mount- 
joy and Southampton are fo ftrange to 
the myftery, as by this appears, and 
that all was not true which was adver- 
tifed. He delireth me to write, that 
in no one thing he can acknowledge 
your refpeft and grace, fo much as in 
carting clouds over their curiofity. For 
Mountjoy, ojit of obfervation, hath 
begun to foimd, but without latisfoc- 
tion, to the point of his eagernefs. Jfc 
knows 
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knows it to be very true, as Mr Bruce 

ivritee, that they would both be glad, 
that he would come into the circle, 
though not fo much, as he hath fundry 
motives to believe, out of defire to fet 
forward the main, which may be done 
without thejr privity, as to labour 
their own privute ends upon advanta- 
^s. He hath laved the life of the one, 
out of refped to bis affeSion to King 
James, though it were neither ancient 
nor very meritorious : He hath pre- 
ferved tlie reputation and credit of tlie 
Other for the iame refpedl, though his 
adventure herein was not fmall. The 
reft muft be wrought oat with oppor- 
tunity and time j for the Queen hath 
paffions, againft which whofoevei- 
Druggies above the meafure and pro'- 
portion of ftate, ihall be reputed a par- 
ticipant. His care is chiefly to your 
Majefty; and then, out of a kind 
affeflion to them, to take his bedtimes 
and advantages for working their de^ 
fires, but not according to the mea- 
fures of tlieir defires, nOT upon thetl: 
prefs 
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prefs out of advantage, further than he 
fhall find reafon out of judgment and 
fecurity, holding ever in mind lledfaft- 
ly that counfel of the Holy Ghofl, Ne 
des extraneo poteflatem ammx tut\ 
ne ingrediatttr in virtute tua, et confun- 
daris. "■ Your Majefty's rare virtue, 
wifdom, fecrecy, and conftancy, 6rft 
warranted by thofe whom he durll-cre- 
dit, and after tafted fromyourfelf, have 
moved him to give into adventuretj 
■which neither this ^orld, nor any o- 
ther world than eternity, can make 
him do, fo long as he is covered froa 
thele whofe ftates, though (afe, yet 
not fully fatisfied, may prefs upon -adr 
vantage by neceffity, his plough ihaU 
walk as well to fow corn as fo pluck 
up weeds ; but from the time that ei- 
ther of thefe (hall be able, out of knowr 
ledge, to conclude him to be your 
friend, he lliall for ever afterwards 
prove a dumb oracle. It may be, that 
either one or both inay, before it be 
long, for the -founding of this paflage, 
crave your letter, for their fatisfadtiop 
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in fotne degree ; but whether the de- 
mand be great or fmall, avoid the mo- 
tive as Charybdis ; for one leak, upon 
the like occalion, might liazard as fair 
a veflel tinder fail as ever tlie winds 
ble^vupon. - 

I have fcnt your Rfejefty, by Cecil's 
permiffion, the copy of fome words 
contained in the latter end of Nicolfon's 
difpatch, which require a ^a;!)/!ra/i>, 
with fome advertifements. Firft, Ce- 
cil doth humbly befcech your Majefty, 
to be very well advifed in thofe fpeech- 
es which you ufe of him in favourable 
fort to the pigeon ; for hereof you may 
.aflure yourfelf, that fo foon as he may 
find the leaft advantage whereupon to 
conclude a confidence in your mind to- 
ward Cecil, he will gro^v to conclude, 
that matter of more moment pafleth 
by the packet, than Bouillon or Kohan 
is accquainted with. It is mought for 
-your Majefty to keep this bounder, 
-that you tiold Cecil free from fadion tpr 
combination with any foreign ftate, 
ivhlfh makes ypu apprehend, that fo 
. . worthy 
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worth; and true a Aa-vapt to his own 
miftrefs, will one day prove an honeil 
mantoyou; butof any prefentiDclinih 
tion, ot aifedion tn the leaft degree, 
lie careful not to give any glimjrfe: for 
though the freedom of your Idndneft 
feek a vent ex cordis abundantia., yet 
it muft be fupprefled with refpect and 
judgment, till time ferve more featbn* 
ahly. This claufe hath caufed Cecil l^ 
this difpatch to write to the perfon Co 
refervedly and dryly of your Majefty, ai 
he may fee that there is fmall caufe for 
him out of your ^vords of favour to tala 
hold of an aifedipn ; for either my fkill 
faileth me, or this was a way to fearch 
ihe root of his refped to you, that he 
might raife his own conceits, according i 
to that heiglit which he fihould god; ' 
uid though the man be Jhallow, yet re» i 
member, that he is the creature of I 
Bowes, whofe affe<5tions hold not ia 
barmony. ■ Your Majelly, by cpmp^- i 
ring what he writes in the hrft propo- 
fition, of your having a ftrange intelli- I 
gence from this place, with that whicli 
bel 
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Be\^tcs of youiMajefty's aSeftion t^ 
Cecil, whether, as very a iool as he i^ 
he do not hunt after ;inyfteries, which 
jaUi^ be thought upbn, and cannot be 
tetter helped, than by your cafling «it 
rometime words of fufpicion, -uponini- 
CeDJgence, ' in fuch meaftire as may ra- 
ther ftow, that you do rather fufpeft 
his l^ve Chan tmy way condemn liin} <^ 
unworthi^efs. '. It. is. not an apotogy of 
Ws integrity to. the Qjaeen, tiiat -coultl 
five Cecil from .fufpcion, if NJcot&a 
m^t once €ib1 gnoiiads of truth, and 
demonfti'ation ia deed, to conclude that 
his afcadons . were • fettled. Theft 
thhigit required ^ totu^ ; becaufe they 
CftjnBKiicar totbe quick. Othernu*- 
teijs -wb conu^etul to your own grare 
^gtnent^ which Imows beft how tft 
ma^e ufe of thcnr. 

Your Majefty pe»oei«s wth what aft 
ieAron n^penis ftill carried beyond 
my pcefrjcd pyrjwfe, wlieii I begin to 
write'j but [0 iemper love, is to ma^ 
frefll the wafer of the fea, and to modei- 
nte tlie anderneA d* tSk&k>nf m tUoft 
R things 
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things which concern your tnatcfalels 
perfon, iand your faireft hopes, is ;; 
work of Hercules . 

I muft humUy beleech yout Majelly, 
that this extrad out of the letters of 
Nicolfon nay be fent back, for the fa* 
tisfadion of your worthy Cecil, who 
loves with franknefs to join fecurity, 
and, asnear'ashe can, to provide, not 
onlyagainft intenttons, but againft acci- 
dents. It may be, that your Majefly 
toay hear thereof ere it be long, ^ it 
js good for you to be wary unto wlioft 
rharge or cnftody you comriiit yoor ca- 
Isnet. I fpeak not in refpei^ of- our- 
ielves,' whofe letters, being of that 
veight that they are, we doubt not bnt 
your Majefty doth bum prefently; hot 
there are. of iecond form that hare been 
hazarded, whereof. To Su* as was pof- 
fible, I gave caution. 
; Thus praying on my knees for ttt 
prefervation of your Royal Majefty, at 
the apple of tlie eternal eye, not oolf 
-£-om all harm which is peremptoiy, 
JKU from alliig^ and to^ns of harm 
which i 
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ivWch threaten further off, I hiim- 
faly take my leave, and tnoR affetflion- 
aleiy kifs your gracidWS and fiicreJ 
hatiiis, reftang ever more yours than it is 
poffiMc for you to conceiveor imagine. 
•- ' - Henry Howard. 

Oatlands, this 24th erf Auguft, [1602.] 

An abJIraCt of fotne points out of Ni- 
colfojt's laft Utter to Cecil. ■ 

. ** I do underftand, ; by very credible 
f'ahd Teeret tneans, chat tbe KJsg. ii 
'''niadebeliereydnttheQbecaUoch yet 
.V:fufptifl faim- to faay^ deaHngwitfa 
^Stl^n^;and that you are the man that 
^ fadds \tr.\'a this.belicf^ andshat fofne 
" dfa, do prtfe for employinenl', upon 
'Vthe colour of that fubjedr to clear itJ; 
^ but Ifaope'tliey that would move thti 
" King to think thm of yoa, Hull lofe 
■'>■ their labours. ' .* 

' " The KihgT in his fpeech to me, 
''thinks, or feems to think, Aattbe 
" filcretary is very honeft and faithful t6 
" the (^ueen Iwa miilrefe ; but yet h*- 
R2 "neft 
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^' neft and friendlj' alio to him ; but ftt 
*' Nkolfon was very lately named a Ce- 
** cilian by tteDther'nde> andfegret- 
" ing words were uied to thU efled, 
^' that none were now of credit bw the 
*' fecretary, and all are become Ced- 
*' lians. 

- "HereofNicolfon i»Tcry(5rediblyiH- 
** formed ; and therefore befeecheth the 
•' fecrecary, in refpeft of the truft com- 
" milted to him, that it may be kept 
" fecret ; for to at this time chic%1t is 
*' ffqiedtcnt ;. becaofe tie lUog hath oF 
^' lace very ftrange inteUigence t and t 
'^ afliire you, fome things are let faK 
*^ from Ibiiie neu- tohimfetf, ivlilchf 
*' knov SM a month afcer : but If yoQ 
^' will &t inftnimentB in hand, it will 
** Toon be found wbo arc inward here, 
^' but yet lerre his turn there. 
, *' The inaiMier of his fpeech of- yotr, 
" knowing what I know of your incli- 
*' nation, makes mc tlunk, that fome, 
f* to get themfeWes credit here, abuft 
^.your name, and coin falie incc^K- 
*^'gence: Fof fareiy the lUng.ftems i« 
- . " fpeak 



LETTER Xll. iff 

^ j^ak as he thinks, if I be Adt decei- 
'* ved in bis countenance. He told me 
"further, that becauftit would not 
"be good for you to be known to' 
"-think well <^bim, be did ufe to an- 
M fwer all ^queftions that cbncfernetf 
" you, as if he expeded Httle good of 
" you, though he thouglK otheru-ifc j 
" and withal, that be thought you fa 
" honeft, as the Qaeen was happy in 
'.* being ferred by you. 

'^ Some near about our miftret^, as 
" I nnderftand irf certainty, had fecret 
"conference with the Duke at his be^ 
" ing there, and fome of your friends, 
" which makes me much to marvel.' 
""The Duke is not efteeriied according 
" to his defert, a* he thinks, for fome 
" fervice he did there, which his friends. 
" think the King hath not enough ac- 
" knowledged. It were ftrange, that the 
" world Ihould be fo falfe, if they lay 
" true ; for in knowledge, they are very 
" inward with you, that pradtifed with 
" clie Duke at his being there. ' But I 
" dare nam^ no body, till they be na- 
' ' R 3 " med 
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<> fpeak freeljr.. For fometime I chink 
*^ that the Duke derUed this to |;et » 
" better welcome. ' 

'' The Sang hath of \u» received no-' 
^ tice of the Qveen's dealing with one 
" (^Gowtie's fillers, and others whom 
" heaccounts his enemies. It cauled a 
*^ drynefs for a while, and made fome- 
<* afraid of being called to a fin-cher 
" reckoning ; but the matter is io well' 
" handled, as all is very well ^;ahi, 
" and the King well Ati^ied ; But no^r 
'' the court and town is fuU.ofGoWrie'* 
" brother's prote^ion anwng you, tho** 
" yon maintain him not. 

" You will pardon whati write; bc- 
" canfe it is my duty, cuming from fuctt 
**' perfons; but I do believe that I ihalt 
** have ihortly fomewhat more of ti^e 
'* things in particular." 

Thefe are the ^vords of the Pigeon, 

which I doubt not but your Majefty 

will better underftand; to whofe wif- - 

4iom we commend the cau&s, and the 

ticket 
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tkluiC to your cire, only adviffng yoir 
nith all humbleaels, to mark how fools 
d» . fbinetime glean in 'following the 
Iteps of l^xmrer»» though they hbour 

BOt. 
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Itrd Henry Hnvard to Mr Edward 
Bmee*. 

DEar Mr Bru£e, I did perufe your 
piece oi paper with fuch adviie- 
ment and deliberation as in a matter of 
tliis weight is requisite. 1 found, both 
by your counfel, and by the Icope of 
King James's letter to myfelf, what 
courfe it was convenient to hold in 
tempering advertifements ; . for to a 

• Prefixed to this letter there k a note of tht 
blowing tenor. " Nobie Earl of Marr, Let me, 
" intreat you to deliver this paper with your 
' " vnn band to Mr E. JB^nice ; vtAj iIm reft is. 
"wfiMg." 

mind 
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mind oUbiiAedagainft demonftratio^ 
of inconvenience, diicoverj' of efieds 
tnd inllruments would rather breed 
their peril, than prevention erf pra^t^. 

You Ihall find reafons by this whkb 
I fend, of as great caution as our letters 
did perfuade j but particulars muft 
Jleep till they be awaked . with ^ore 
light, if that which we know already 
be not fufficient to make true friends 
timorous. 

Tlie wifdom of the Holy Ghoft pre- 
fcrtbeth milk for thofe whof^ ftonuchs 
'are o.ver weak for ftronger food ; tht 
hme courfe 1 take in tliie courfe, arm- 
ing King James by precaution againft 
things in generality, which by particu- 
larity would be more fpecdy quickened. 
If peril were at hand, or any match 
made to our knowledge, it were more 
than time to fpeak without lifping S^' 
bokth ; but fince things were but in 
^eir preparation, and fpleen is only 
inanifefted, which is too much, we 
thought good to reveal the grounds, 
without harping upon any otber ftrings 
than 
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don thofe whofe difcord hath beFort 
this dMTohred bsDTnony. A difcreet 
eOmment upon this tout' may do mucb 
good, though feme fludows nauft be 
caft to Conceal eye-fores that caufe fcru- 
pulofity. God hath his ends in thefe 
thifigs, and I hope to the beftv to tvhofe 
heavenly and eternal protidence I daily 
ftn my knees commend the preferva- 
fton of this wunhy King, -whofepcp* 
fcftions, in companion of others, makft 
honed men by fo much more tender, 
is thfey ftid him, oot of the fweetnefs of 
liis own nature, to be morfe cohfidcrrt. 
■ IT matters ftop here, y6u fliall heair 
(w more, becaule it \vvre a fin t« 
Bourilh ftrujJes in ft> cAlm a mitti 
without juft caufe ; and befides it may^ 
tie, that the challenge of feme errorJ 
teaketh-fom* more wary,' that are not 
inore kind ; and the recontil«nent of 
©ur worthy lllarl of Marr to Qiieett 
Anne may perhaps do good ; but if I 
find progreflion iff preparation, though 
tny Kfe were loft for it, I will fpeak 
freely, and Wd myfelf as-a martyr ifl 
difcharging 
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difcharging confcieiKe, where occafiom 
are imminent. If you knovf yous 
Henry Howard: and CecU in their inte-' 
grity, you will believe that they know 
King James's aJfet^ion to Queen Anne^ 
and -therefore rather forbear too long, 
than truft too fuddenly ; for by you? 
aim at our difcretion, you mud guel| 
at the motives of prevention, and here 
» flop till we fee farther. Kxoife that 
which hath been faid, . and believe that 
we write modeftly. But by whatfo- 
ever is religious in heavea or upon 
earthj I do conjui;;e both you and ths ] 
Earl of Man-f that this piyier- never b« 
|een to other than, yourfclves, for I 
write itwithautcommifIion,and there* 
fore beware of talcing notice . in ' tlM 
nexj: difpatch of this particular. On* 
daufe in your pi^ce of paper by the 
lall, wasa let why Idurft not openit 
to Cecil } for therein you did evidently 
denionftrate, that a packet of yours is 
mifcarried ; which if Cecil Had feen> j 
protefl to. God all the courfe of convey 
and intelllgience had fieea ruined foe 
ever. 
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ever. I made as dtfcreet ufe of yout 
<OHnfel as I could to Cecil, out of my 
ovm head, as you may perc^^ by fit- 
ting anfwers to thofe- points ; but the 
tc&t of your abilrad I durft tiot delivei!, 
far this -reafon, which is peremptory. 
It wat :the will of God that he fltould 
deliver me the packet even as he was 
riding forth ; for tf, according to the 
coAom, it had come to ojteaing in his 
■tmn &^tj he muft have feen that mif- 
adfredhu^e t^ -the packet wherein . yon 
fent thanks, after which upon the mul- 
tiplicity oS doubts his mind would nev 
vcr have been at reft, nor he would 
have eaten or 0ept quietly ; for nothing 
-maket him confident, but experience (d 
Jecret truft, and fecurityof intelligence. 
■' Dear Mr Bruce, I A^ill now delivor 
ny own opinion, wfai£h is, That no 
fncket is mifcarried | for Mte received 
40fwer of other things that weiit with 
the ring by the neiLt difpatch, but no 
word of tlut ; which makes me ttiink, 
that your purpofe being wholly bent to 
pre thinks, you do perfiiade yourfelf 
-J. that 
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that it «r46 dotM ; anti jfet, among fr 
nuny matters of ioiportanee, it Is ea% 
IP oipk & ccwaj^imcnc, howfoever the 
£rft inteacion or tmprdlioii poffeffed 
the ineiiMwy. .Agaiii> it could not he 
Jcept back, but tm dtTcovery, either te 
the itote. Of tg » jnlod.that B curious 
To the date, we knovr, tlut nothing is 
foiue to ligbt, aod b^li^ve atfo, that 
ia prVva£« nothing iiillicoTer^; ho- 
xxafc as one morfel draws aa anodMKii 
wheo. an apfieitte is iquick^ fo the 
brealdog up of this .pack^c, being of 
j£& inomenc ia iieipe<^ it omje from 
]mu, -ihouid have moved the fwiie- party 
^ watdi .ratter ;£»r thofe that, come 
from: us, becati& they arenof nkoread- 
vant^ for adrontaters, whicK the 
Jafety of i^fpatches proves that tliey 
l)«ve Boc d«nie hitherto. Nicolfoft 
wrlteQta. Cecil, that he hath hden dea^ 
^ithtl in 9 ^pkioiy :m3Qner by QtKt 
,« if a packet fe^t, in Jimehad not g«np 
.Me,. and therQu|Km docn £b itrongly 
p-oteft^ that all came Stfely from h^ 
hand, as 1 dtr.rtthnr c«Bc«nB:tfa«t yo^ 
forgot 
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forgot a- trifling drcdmftancc, thaw 
that a main packet ihould nufcarry. 

It remans, Dear Mr Bmce, thatfirft 
you write no word in xxfver to all- 
thefe doubts and anfwers by tke nett, 
Trhich Cecil may fee, and thereupon 
unjuftly fiifped jugging. ' But, firrt, 
emuninc your own thoughts, and [hen 
determine to give lae light of the truth 
by tMs circumitance, that in fettii^ 
down your name in the next by this fi- 
gure "i8, if you find the oMivey cfcarj 
«nd my fconjefture fafe, let the %uro 
be fet down with two pricks on either 
fide, in this manner -8% But, if you 
do rather think that undoubtedly inch 
a packet was-fent liithe^ with thanks 
for the token, which rierer came to oui 
hand, do tften, I pray you, write the 
ligure thus 8 wi.:hout any pricks ; for 
it is a point of ^e'ler moment tlian 
any that hatb happened fince the begin- 
Bii^ of tt , contrad, and can mifcarry 
Bo -where but in Gary's * baody which 

* Sir }dba Carj Govcraor cf Berwick- - - 

S we 
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■wc fear not, he living in that awe" 
which he now doth of thofe that are 
omnipotent, and having more reafon 
t« deferve their love by ordinary diC- 
patch, which liath a conftant courfe, 
tfian to hazard their difpteafure upon 
any part prerurapiu.ous, without a 
ftronger motive tlian he can have any, 
tinlefs it were revealed ; and befides, 
as I &id before, either the Queen fhould 
have had notice of this part before, or 
Cecil, becaufe the matters sirie of too 
great moment to be referved or tem- 
pered by the difcretion of a giddy 
fellow. And as I faid upon this preg- 
nant motive, he would have intercept- 
ed the difpatches that were fent ironi 
bence for anfwer unto thofe, and with 
jdainer marks of difcovery, as well of 
perfons as of matters ; quod non prsjii- 
tity which one reafon implies feeurity. 
Sut hence forward, in the name of 
God, fet dmvn the days and dates erf 
what you receive, and fend, and fb 
will we, and thereby we fliall be fure 
%Q receive good accounts and keep true 
reckonings. 
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reckonings. In any wife be wary what 
you write of thefe things in your next 
ctifpacch, and imagine that Cecil is pre- 
sent at the breaking up, as he is com- 
monly. 

Tlie putting of that Hume in truft 
with the packets from Sir Robert Ga- 
ry *, doth not much pleafe Cecil nor 
me, in refpeft of his link with the trea- 
furer ; butl have no warrant to Ipeak 
of it by this, and therefore touch it not 
till you hear of us. He that fiiould be 
trufted with a fecret of this nature, 
muH not only be the Me(l in chat place, 
but the choice man above any. Be 
ever happy. Dear Mr Bruce, and Earl 
of Marr, as you are ^vorthy. Oatlands, 
the 27th Auguft, [1602.J. 
. Certain advertifemenis arriving here 
out of Scotland, Dear Mr Bruce, after 
the folding up of the packet, it was 
thought convenient for good refpaJls 
to touch fome particulars which may 
give fatisfailion in fcruples very fit to 

• Afterwards Earl of Monmoutli. . 

S-z be 
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be confidered. I remember that by 
your laft it was advertifed, that King 
James finding the Mafter of Gray to 
have tampered in yoxir late ccmrt-dif- 
cords, either had Tent or meant to fend 
ivith expedition, to prohibit his acte& 
to either of their Majefties, irf, fublata 
caufa^finailtoliantwr effe&us^^c; At 
this prefent Cecil is aflltred by a perfon 
credible, and a courtier, that noc onljr 
the Mafter of Gray hath been an indu- 
Arious inflrument to {Irengthen lore 
between the Princes, bnrbcfide, tftat 
the King, being to rrdc into the weft 
to hunt about the i8th of Angyft, dM; 
out of his own free clcftion, appojOt 
the Maiter of Gray to be one'of thofe 
that, in his abfence, Should attend the 
C^cen's Majefty ; ex contrariis -non jit 
itlatio^ as the Civilians affirm, muHo 
minus eonfirtnatur Veritas^ which we 
thought good to advertife^ that you 
might tollere obicem^ and return cer- 
tainty. Again, Cecil and I requirfr i 
you to inquire hunibly, bu; fcrioufly, of 
King James, whether at fundry times 
': Kildare I 
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Kildare have not written three fundry 
letters containing thefe points fpeci- 

The firfl letter, upon acknoivledg- 
ment of the honour which King Jamei 
did her in former times, maketh free 
profeffion of refpeifl to him, requiring 
alfo from the King a cypher for the 
greater fecurity ; which Ring James did 
rcfofe, as not acquainted nor accnftom- 
cd with that kind of intelligence j 
whereupon I^ckinfon was brought in to 
fiipply thefe wants, and the cypher was 
eftfoones fettled between her and Sh- 
Thomas Ereftine, where it doth ftill 
Continue. This letter was written in 
the time of EfTex, aridthefirll that is 
iiippofed to be fent from her. 

The fecondy written in the time of 
Effex alio, but fince his return out of 
Ireland, contains an offer of this lady's 
Bttermoft endeavour and beft credit, 
(which (he maketh to be very great), 
in undertaking the difgrace of Cecil and 
Raleigh with the Queen ; and the let- 
ter was fo judicicufl.y and difcreeily 
S 3 written, 
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written, as the partjt wbkh adrertifetb 
is fully of the tmad^ that &e was inlpi-' 
red and aiHiled by a better wit thati.her 
Qwn, though he do net prec^ly Bame 
any man, but leave the trial to :AKb 
guefles and conjedures as Cecil o^t o£ 
Ms judgment id this place may coo^ 
ceive more probably. 

Ill the third, one writes, that Kildars 
9dvifed King James to beware of CeciS 
and of the Mafter of Gray as his great e- 
nemies. &Iie hath written once i^;ata 
£nce that, as the party writes^ and a- 
bout the 6th of July laft received^ an- 
fwer from his Majeftjh. It is farther 
advertifed, that tbe Duke of Lennox 
hath been very dainty in prefenting hii 
letters from 'hence to Kii^ James, be- 
taufe they were not written fo much 
to his advantage as he looked foe. 

This difpatch doth ftay for this brief 
-letter^ th««fore I caa hy no nlore, box 
only again defire you earneftly to draw 
frQm King James the truth of tbe& 
particulars, whether they be- clear oc 
counterfeit, for therein Cecil Jhall bet- 
ter. 
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tar yadg^^ the pbDnnefs of the pir^ 
tbae pretfqdft to mean hondtty. 
. Ilius-once agsn wiAii^ to you, and 
thoSt wbom you faoaonr, as to my foid, 
and defiring you to made by theft dif- 
CDTcries what hazards men run that ad- 
vertifemattera of this quality, if they 
be not Tcry juftly,iecrfetly, and fincere- 
\f dealt withal, I end, and ever reft, 
YoiKS moft a&dticmately., 
. and Gtrnftantly, 

Henry HoViiaD. 

. Secaufe the kee|»ng of papws may 
br liibjedt to accidents, :^den, vior' 
isnt, and defpeiate, the- (skA courfe 19 
to fend back the man<iicript3 ; and if 
yoor return cannot be fpeedy,at theleaft 
to ilice them To when you have mad« 
extratftion of points for memory agait^ 
thiie frft occaHon to tvrite, as no kaSa 
can pofiibly be made of khc carcafes.j 
but if to make fureft work you fend the 
very manufcripts them&lres, the nutt- 
ter is more out ©f jeopiH^yr You 
knpw,^ Dear Mr Bruce, that 1 am no 
coward 
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coward in thefe couries of adv^ture i^, 
nor was. wont to care for the manu- 
fcripts after they were once put into 
the hands to which I direded them; 
but no^v that the caution of another, 
whom, for the fervice of his Majefty, 
whom I value far above myfetf, is by 
conBUence inferted into my care, then 
is greater caufe for me, by his own re- 
quert, and my own provilional refped, 
to regard the courfe more narrowly. 

God grant it be true ^vhich is ad- 
vertifed, that Gray liath made a league 
between King James and Queen Arthe 
infringible ; for, affure yourfelf, no per- 
fon under heaven fliall be fo glad of it 
as Cecil and I, who do as much hate 
thofe that would put their hand be- 
tween bark and tree without juft gaufe 
of fear, as thofe that would forbear 
their own father that bad any ill affec- 
tion, dired or indired, to his Majeity; 

* It ii believed that he aflifM in canying cni 
the correlfoodence between £ing James and 
EHex. 

You 
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You muft be as wary of this fecret, 
touching the difcovery of KUdare, a» 
if it were of the hig^ft point ; for the 
leafi ilaw, as well as the dcepdl wound, 
czakth/oiutiimem conthnd. 

Once again. Dear Mr Bruce, adiciiy 
and vouchlafe by the next from King- 
James an anfwer of all particulars. In 
bafie. This x7Xk of Auguft, [16033. 
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Lard Henry Howard to M' Edward 
JBrme. 

YOU ojay call to mind, Dear Me 
Bruce, that >p the laft difpatchea 
GecJl and I were rtry eameft with yen* 
fo be careful, that no letter nor adver- 
tii^ment from any friend in this place 
to King Janv^s, fliould be left in the 
hands of any fervanr of his, with an opi- 
nion of fafe cuftody; nor, which is 
iaore, not in return natura^ if it were 
poffibte. 



.Good. 



J14 L E T T E. R. XIV. I 

pofltble. Believe our judgments and 
integrities (6 far, both in this and other 
concerns of like moment, as to think 
that this caveat was not iinperiineotlj' ' 
nor idly put in ; for as we are not yet 
fully fecure of a mifchief, imminent by 
fome ftrange pradice in this kind, fo 
will we faithfully aiTure you, that if an 
efcape be made, it is a lucky one ; for 
if greater art and expedition had not 
been ufed to avoid a counterbuff, than 
almoft was poinble at Co ilreight s 
pinch, the King had vifibly feeh' thd 
Tapping of one of the fureft ground* 
works chat in this place hath been hid 
for him. As our aifedtions are ftrcrag, 
fo fhall yon 6nd that our courfes are fo i 
tempered with found <^fcretion, as we , 
neither fpeak all, nor fometime fomuch 
as others would fpeak upon lefs occafton. 
But ever keep in mind thefe rerfes, 
which are not fo elegant as fententious : 

f^is fapiens fierit fex ferva qua tiH 

mandoy 
^uid lo^ere^ et uHj de jWO, cth, quo- 

modOj quando. 

The 
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The value of that precious and in- 
eltimable elixir, ivhicli is in a fort com- 
mended to bur faith and love, keepeth 
us from fleeping when ntany are too 
inuch awake, and bindeth love and vir- 
tue with an ever-watching care to keep 
that cryftal-glafs from knocks or bruifes, 
which contains a treafure of more 
ivorth to us than all the world, next 
to our fovereign, fince neither art nor 
induftry can make cryftal malleable^ 
though that, feat, fome write, were 
tendered, though ill rewarded, by one 
of the Roman Emjierors. In the 
name of God obfervfi thofe courfes of 
prevention and caution which you fet 
down in your laii judicious difcourfe ; 
for thou^ we cannot tell you of any 
plot in readinefs w,hich might require 
a pofl: ; yet by the chattering of fome 
birds, and by the cries of others, we give 
a guefs at foul weather. They that can 
dijudicare faciem exit, as our Saviour 
hath ifit down, may dijudicare Jjgna 
temporum. All minds are not of one 
mixture, nor aU voices of one tune, 
that 
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that begin with ^^e^, and conclude 
with de prefittuUs / and God forbid 
tbat no fign fliould advertife kind affeo 
tions to . be well ad'ri^, befide the 
fign of Jonas m ventre ceti^ or of 
filius homimit incarde terr* ; -qutaplui 
quamjonas hie efi. Where no perilis, 
abundam cautela non nocet, but [H-ovei 
{vovidence : where peril is, the great- 
eft care is not fttlEcietit, but requires 
jevelation. ^ Our humble requeft is; 
that neither innocent ^jfeftions be 
charged with the purpofes of thofe that 
have a further drift, nor they that live 
in leprous places cleared, Ji macula 
von Jieteriti nor any caution omitted 
that, in omnerk eventum, may caxxEs fe- 
curity. Hoc opus^ hie labor. 

Dear Mr Bruce, as we have often 
heretofore been humble fuitors to his 
ftfojefty, fo are we now more eameft 
than ever, that Queen Anne may never 
'bear the names of Cecil and Lord lien- 
s' Howard fo much as founded with a- 
ny kind affeftion or inclination from the 
jBiouths of King James, or any of his e- 
lea; 
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left J for though we ivould be loth to 
Wboiir ia our minds the leall: fufpicioa 
of her mtflike, or to imagine that Ihe 
would not very much rejoice to liear 
that he were fervcd and afFedled by per- 
fom of no worfe qi^lity, conAdering 
how much the greatnefs both of her 
Own eflate, and of lier ofifwing, ftands 
upon the love and trufl; of faitiiful mi— 
rafters, and many bodies kindle by re— 
flei^Hon, which move not fnotu proprio i 
yet fihce deep myfteries may be as welF 
pevealed by excefi of joy, which we do 
ratherapprehend,a£ by vexation of Iieart, 
fince alt the perfons with whom (^leen' 
Anne doth confidently confer, are nei- 
ther King James, the Earl of Marr^, 
noryou-; fince the friends ofKingJamer 
Hi^ be taken at the bound with lefs la- 
bour than at the Tol6e, and put into- 
hazard when the chace is at the wall f 
hit of all, lince it i^ [not]] improbable,' 
chat the courfes which would pleafe 
<^een Anne weW enough, if they were 
managed by her, or thofe that depend 
oti hei'i wiU notwithftanding dif-j 
T pleafe 
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pleafe or pleafe lefs, fo long as Ihe fu- 
fpefts fome to be dealers (as they mi4 
ever be while this current runs) 
whom flie millikes, the fafeft courfe is, 
to coatraft us to the fervice of his Ma- 
jefty with the ring of Gyges, that may 
caufe us to walk ever inrifible. 
. For caution, it is enough that hath 
been faid already, in whatfoever corner 
the wind do lit: for prevention, I doubt 
not but you will be well advifed in fo 
great a caufe, andthej-eforeaffureyour- 
felf, that our hearts are eafed infinitely, 
by putting over this tough and churlilh 
drug, ■which could neither be retained 
without licknefs, nor devoided without 
perplexity. Dear Mr Bruce, let us in- 
treat you, that his Majefty may confi- 
dently apprehend, that as we fear not 
any thing but weaknefs, mildoefs, and 
over great credulity in that worthy 
princefs, upon whom the poifon of in- 
feifted humours feeks by illufion wid 
cozenage to work, fo when his Majefty, 
by fweetnefs, wifdom, and premoni- 
tion, ihall fortify that pjirt, and dif- 
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jdant both great and fmall fhot that d^- 
ly batters it, I doubt not but all things 
will fucceed happily ; and, in the mean 
time, you will witnefs both with Cecil 
and me, that in difcharge of duty and 
afecSion, we may very truly and ever 
fay, Liberavimus animas nofiras^ ^c. 
I do remember, that in our late unluc- 
)cy tragedies, many of Effex's friends 
were willii^, that he ihould ratlier 
break his neck by defperate attempts 
Suitable to their own' humours, than 
be faved and redeemed by the faith 
and induilry of Cecil, who, of all men 
living, in cafe he had found JubjeClum 
bene difpofituniy would have dealt bell 
with,andperfeAed the work of his deli- 
verance *, Godgrant, thatQueen Anne 
be not haunted at this infirant with fpi- 
,rits of like quality, which cannot be 
contained within the circle of any other 
charafter than the King's royal preroga- 
tive. But it were better, that fuch 

* Hov is aa aJTutioa oppofcd to tbc general 
curreat of biftory. 

T 1 fpirit* 
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^irks were tn their bdl, than &p 
Ihould give ear to them. 

To eaie ^our - ej'e-fight as much as 
lies in me, of idle repetition and pleor 
JMfins, I will reSer you to my fctter 
written to his Majeftyt, conccmag 
the Knight, where yoa Ihall find all cir- 
jeumftaoces TattsBed touching the ile^ 
you had to underfland his quality ; iv 
So bale a man, and fpeaking in fo feula 
;tiame, it is Aifficient, that;Kin|;JsD4 
hath, out of his native goodiefe, afftk- 
red him of grace. Therf iethiSim^i 
paufe ; for that harbour was never frf* 
for tmaUvcSkh^ but Jiatiomakf^ CO' 
rinis^ much lefs to be put in truft cm 
piaffe regia: King James hath espreff- 
ed lii^ judicious conceit, in fufpeiKiiii| 
Jhe Matter of Gray from both prefea- 
ces J for I proteft to God, I have not 
more wondered at any thing, thap Ihs 
late i-eftitution to grace, cosfidering 
how plaialy and particularly the ftal* of 
his credit in this place was known to 
King Jatnes before, and witii rU die 
fleightnefs of his quick fingering. TT* 
chiefeft 
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i*B£feft nuxli^ was to colour, as we 
judge, the myftery of intelligence, 
-friucft being bM a circumftance, muft 
give way to fubftance upon difcovery. 
Taudnag the proportion of benevo- 
lence, afliiFe his Majefty, that the 
courfe fliall be kept which ivas fet down, 
arid ifaadows ftall b? caft, rather by g^ 
Ting^ meat and; drink to the growte- 
heided boy •, than any waile allowed 
to the &ther for purfuit c^ pnuflices. 
For Cecil wfidves not only to Ihut vp- 
im owm purfe, W the (Queen's aMb, 
ijiom" contribntions to giddinefs j for 
ptateriertmt dies lUi ; fuccejfuri tttelio~ 
^es. 

; CecilandlareTery^gladjthattheLarrd 

Vt Weemes f had no better warrant 

for 

• The MafterofGray'siimTs here meant. 

;' ^ Sir James Colvill of Eafter Weemes, fervei 
with reputation In c!ie armies of Henry IV. of 
Francei He appears to have been a bufjr man at 
tWV period, when every one was bulUing and 
fleeting, thougli often to little effefl. -There 1» 
cxtaat in the Advocate's Library, A. 1.34. No. 
T J 34- 
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for tut tra£cL with tjiis ^vfy h^di-The 
man is not hooc&r B^r iras ^ntwn W 
this difcovery «£ yifiw^y't* tn«fo» 
by love to the King, hfa.nmeiy i^^M 
fplcen and malice to the pRrtyvftcm die 
fradiens of old amity.. In ^ poiat. 

^ a letur jrom Jwm to Hr£i«ran)'Sraee,^>i 
tci Cal^isr lA Jaouarj, O. S. [^i^oj.], at^ 
pears from mention being made in it of ths 
Diikc of Savoy's attempt onGeneTai where- 
in he &p, " It greifia mektl in roy paflii^ 
" throucbe loglaiid, tfcc h» be fces for kct of 
" fitm ft&itat honefi m^^ ii) wkom InOlic la 
" MajelUe niiciit confytl, andfik sa'aattijlmt 
"him, micht adur themlflfis : Fen* to be plains 
" I dout utberis, for caufis I vtl not vm. 1 
" pray the Lord grant him that grace, tbathe 
" may forenrtbcmqnha kvb Inn above dl. I' 
" dout not bot or oow le ha.Tere£iTit my kt^ 
" from Ltmdoun, dciyring emefiJy to tnaw tbc 
" iucces of that mailer aganis hii Majeftie. I 
*' houp Tithe the grace of God to difcover raair ■ 
" inthatnorhisMajetliehcs zithard, MaUoin 
" fundry other pra£Uce& agaitis him," -la 1^04 
he was created a Peer, by the ftjle d Uri 
. Celvill sfCulnfi. 

* Francij Mowbray, ion of the Laird <C 
Barabougle. See Sfotiijweode'i HiJIory, f. 4li^^ 
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xwi wiH Tif no incffe,'bnt only -fflih, for 
the good x^ tbe Siag's 'erricc, thKt htf 
"aeidicr hame encoTaragement to«cmie,, 
nor entertawnent though he fiiould 
dnnce to come ; winch 1 do noc think 
w3l happen, becanfe Cedl'b angcO s have 
bim in charge * ior the working out 
g£ moTE ftoff if it be pafSbky and hi* 
penfion feafons him in the giddinefs of 
his natural and liabitual uncertaitities. 

Fram^FraDcisMowfaray Cecil dkl ne- 
ver hear wonl ilnce the hA vhich iva 
advertifed, which taakes bim to won- 
der bbdi-at lire patife and at the motive 
idat may caufe it after fb Iw^e pro- 
iniles.. Cecil will ob&rve the iUiig's 
direAton, as welkin raining by m^en- 
tkM and fobomation mto his ends, fl> 
bf condnuing the penfioir, thoagh he 
have very ill deferred it. He dotb 
amaxr with the judgement o£ King: 
James- touching tbe peril- tlial ttiay 

* In t&if nprcflion, whrcfa Is lofnevliat pro- 
fyme, it is plain th« the £»W«« irtgtls of Cecil 
arc intmdfti. 
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grow by driwng htm iDto- defphir fiw 
want of pr'ovetider, bdbrethe dofe 
decks be discovered. You may in. lilce- 
fort aflure King James, that Gecil ivitt 
take' no extraordinary courfe with him 
about King James's particular, till' he 
take him with Biore meat in lus. mouthy 
and the matter be £6 pre^^nant, as nega^ 
lives would be found both ridkulooft 
and impudent. 

■ Touching Hamilton, you receiii'cd 
Bgfat fuficient by that whicb was' ad« 
TcrtiTeitbefore ;. wbatfbever comes in by 
addieion to diat, is alchymy ; nocwiEfK 
ftanding Cecil and I do infinitely defire 
to know the particulars which both- Ha- 
milton and Percy tning in letter or in 
credk ; for experience hath taught b*th 
ycAi and us, how lafe an tmll and free^ 
A)m is in both hands ; and therefore by 
parttcularittes we Ihall-difcem the drift 
of all inyeaittoDs.and purpo&s^ For 
Korthumberland runs ItiU fo rank^ 
upon the btas. of Rjileigh and his com* 
bination, as it is morethan probable, 
that under tlie colour of jn^va^d rruftr' 
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to fercYj^ lie will add to tbe King's -texiC 
- fome periphrafes, as hedid the Isll time 
l^e fent tliithcr, «ml ehhfr write or 
.lead more than he imparts to Gecii, 
. accordiog {o the kgerdmuun itjff hk old 
juggling. Upon knowledge ol all points 
. we ihall '[be] able t-o give a likely gue£> 
. to what end he &ts up his £gare . 

Cecil deals hy this dilpatdi with tlie 
pigeon *Xo forbear to meddle hence* 
i^tb imtii -■•• « for I caimot blame 
« man xhx 4ealB in matters o£ that mo- 
-meot, tiieugh he be finwiUing to ac- 
.qnaiiit ff> ha£e a jjeribn with Te^eep a 
-mjft^ry. AVe fear that yoo hare dealt 
-Um) gcht^ ivith Detlndc : fer never fD4 
■we hear -of lb fleevvlefs an excufe o£fh 
iftt^ange a tragedy, no likelihood at aft 
■appearkig to om- judgement, hywhicfc 
any one word thathe roucheth for Wm- 
fctf flHHild be juftified.- Were he now 
with us as he is -with. you, we ihould 
teadiium wbich -wnyjudicare came iat- 

* He means Ni'roiroD) agent ia Scotland for 
.{jgCMi'Eli&betk. : 
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to the creed. For 1 proteft to God, 
when I compare the manner of your 
proceedings there with the nature of 
your nation, and the diverlity of mo-. 
tives that are either raifed, or of them- 
felves arife, and fee the King fttll &fe, 
I cry out with Chryfoftom, O rmracW' 
htm ! But it is not ftrange, that qid ha- 
bitat in adjutorio jiHi_0tnUf in protec- 
tione Dei cteU commorabitar. 

It is now high time to eafe both yott 
and myfelf with a Ihoit conclulion of 
Jo large perplexed premifes j wfaere^ 
fore, Dear Mr Bruce, wiiUng.to yoi^ 
as to my own foul, and ever itrefur 
ming; of your favour in procuring i^ 
penfation to -pure adventurous unfpob* 
ted iaith, I tnke my leave, and ever reA^ 
as you ihall'erer find, yotH's moftafi* 
ieAionately to be commanded, 

Henry Howard *.'. 

I am fo weary, as I can neither point 
it nor read it ovei" ; therefore you muft 
forgive errors. 

* Probably written foon afiv thatof Ac sf* 

LET- 
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Lord Henry Hmuard to the Earl of 

^■■iMarr. 

I Hare fo fully touched all poiacs, 
Moft Noble, Dear and Worthy Earl 
<i£ IV^r, menttooed in your laft dif- 
lUtchj in thole letters which 1^ thk I 
fend to King James and Mr Edward 
Bruce, as it Ihall be neither needful 
Bor convenient by idle repetitions to 
clog your ftoraach with coleworts twice 
fodden. This favour I do only require 
*rf your worthy felf, tliat you will fe-i 
cond the King's gracious and fweec dif» 
politioa, in applying all advices J:o the 
fame refpedive, humble, and careiiit 
ends to which th^ are addrelTed in our 
affetflion. For every prince has notlBS 
|H'operty in making the beA ufe,for1iis 
own fatisfaiftion and prefervation, out of 
counfels commanded without colours. 
For death itfelf, I proteft, Aidljtever 
make 
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make me Hiadow any danger that may 
endanger him, after whom, I hope, 
there ftaH be ever ■ propagation attd in- 
tereft, but no longer joy and comfoit 
to true labdarnv. Hk^ethodoii^be 
«i eafy to coBftrudion, as incliubteto 
demonftrate truth i and that which ap- 
pcarodi imto m^fa^ jiufo, may be made 
more evident to him u&ig prudent 
confiderarioD and plitncoonparifon: t« 
hath which ^Ve humUy Ibbmit ibe 
ieope. both of our address and adver- 
tife«ent$; &r tbii is the ng^coariis 
vert et mgenue liberan^- aninam 
meam. I joy to find the mind of King 
laroet fo feoured eoBchh^. doubts, and 
•tfurc n^felf that, confidence vill be 
theffXBteH encouragement to conflaB< 
tjt wilhhig from my fuu]^ tliat tliey 
V^icb woidd. caft tots upon that feam- 
left coat, mi^t ihai-« in all uahappir 

. la this fdace we wax every day fo 
found and refolute in alt things that 
coacera the pre&ryatien of ineltiimble 
Kii^J^mfs, andtJaefiuthtfance.ofHi 

aiEiirs, 
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iS^vSy as k were not abfurd to wifh, 
that in generality tilings w«re but in 
the iame fecurity witli you ttiat they 
^.with u^ ; for I {9 dare alTure you all 
tu^pes would fucceed happily. Blan)& 
ua not therefwe if we feek to remove 
all rubs o]ut of the alley, be they gr«4t 
gr final] ; which thou^ they (JQ t)ot 
lofe the gwie, yet hinder thofe that are 
tpie mat«s, and of «ur fide, fi-om hand-* 
JiDg. 

In this place all is qui^, wd hatli 
ever been without . difturbaoce, fined 
tint Cc^Aam by ficknefs, and i^aiglt 
% dire<aions, were a Went from court s 
£w though Northumberland, to main- 
tnin life in the party, ivere dire^ed hys 
t^aem to attend the progrefs, yet his 
head is : £6 Ihallow, and his fi-jends afff' 
fo few, as he was not able to mafc* 
good the firft point of their proj«ft, 
which was to give intelligence, mucb 
Ids to carry the fovereign. Being 
wrary <rf ili lodgings^ in i-efpedt of his 
patched body, hemadea fudtfcn retreat, 
and now means Co go down to vifit tus 
U Damon 
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Damon Raleigh, who is come from hi» 
ftand into Doi-fetfliire, which hath an- 
gered the Queen exceedingly, becaufe 
he did it without premonition of his 
purpofe for fear of a countermand : To 
gracious doth his own confcience hold 
hun at this inllant with her Maj^ty. 

Here was in court a great difcourage- 
ment among the wifer and better fort, 
upon the fudden report of Sir Francis 
Vere's being hurt in the face *, and 
fo upward toward the head, as was 
thought to death. Northumberland, 
on the other fide, began to work for 
that employment, and my Lord Grey 
for the Brille ; but Charon f doth in- 
fallibly advertife his being out of peril 
(rf life, which in affeftions of diver» 
tempers, hath caufedpaffions of divers 
qualities. Though the worft had hap- 
pened, I dare aiTure your Lordfhip, that 
die fliate being thoroughly acquainted 

* Near Grave in Augolt 1602 ; Winratootl, 

f Agent: ac London for the Sutes of the Vnt- 
ted Provinces. 

' with 
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with his debility in many kinds, and his 
giddinefe in the generality, refolves to 
marJhal him wlwre, though he do no 
good, yet he Ihall do lefs hart than in 
ttiat government. I think fome oi the 
beft would be as glad with a good er- 
rand to fend him-out of the w:;y, as the 
apolllesdid the clamorous beggar with 
a dmntte eum quia clamat poji nos, 
but yet fo as they do not ponere ru- 
mores ante falutem. 

The Queen our fovereign ivas nevei- 
fo gallant many years, nor fo fet upon 
jollity. Her council, and others by 
compaft, had pcrfuaded her to give up 
the progrefs into the well for this year, 
by reafon of the hindrance of harveft, 
by the taking up of carts, and the peo- 
ple's groans ; but Ihe is come about a- 
gain to hold it on, as far as my Lord, 
ofilartford's, which is fifty miles frorti 
hence ; and order is given yefterday for 
the remove the fame day feven-night j 
hunting or difpdrting in the mean time 
every other day, which is the people's 
ague -J and if things go forward, or . 
U 2 . continue 
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continue the next year as ^e^ are in 
prefent, will give a motive of excei>- 
tion to Sir Walter lUleigb againA the 
,Pro{diet David, that affirms the age of 
man, but not as he vill think the age 
■of woman, to be fevenly years j and 
whatfoever doth exceed that period, to 
be labor et dalt^. 

The deputy proceeds in the nordi * 
hapj)ily againft Tyrone, who now lives 
like a plain kera upon ftrengths, only 
hoping of fupplies from Spain, laving 
already received coin ; and in trutli the 
ftate here is very doubtful that forces 
will coine, becaufe |H-eparatioiis ore 
made ; and though they feem not yet 
Aifficient for fuch an enterprile, jtt 
,many fands make a &elf, many atoms 
a world, and many fprings a river. 

The Archduke is arilfen with his 
■whole forces from the place where he 
lay near to Grave, whedier fbrfeffiiM, 
as we fay, or for fomc other M^t 
will appear ere it be long, by obfiava- 

• Of Ireland. 
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tirni of the oourfe which he takes in- 
ftantly. 

■Queen Elifabeth never ufed me in 
my life fo well as fhe doth now, making 
a poor ufe of my aptnefs for her hu- 
mour of recreation and jollity, for 
^vhich 1 am only Bt, being otherwife 
unable to found the deeps of her capa- 
city, by the weight of my confideration, 
in greater things. 

If I could eiiTy any thing in the Earl 
of Marr, it is the comfort of his eye, 
in beholding with fruition whom I'do 
only fee by faith ; but fince 1 am fo far 
from envy, as to wilh all comforts aug- 
mented and multiplied to fo worthy 
and dear a friend, I will humbly and 
daily in my prayers commend your 
health and happinefs to God, in whom 
it is et veUe et perficere ; and wiJh- 
ing to your Lordlhip, as to my foul, 
reft ever 

Moft afeftionately, devoted 

at your commandment, 

Hen«.y Ho-VAKiy. 

CThe 
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pThe preceding letter was written a- 
bout the beginning of September 1602, 
as appears from the mentiwi made of 
SJnFrancis.Vere's.wouad.J 



LETTER XVI. 

Lord Henry Howard to Mr Edward 
Bruce. 

J Had forgotten to advertife you of 
one thing, Dear Mr Bruce, which 
is the late difcovery made liere of traf- 
fic between Daniel and George Brooke, 
brother to Cobham, who fometimes 
favourmg, fometimes taxing his bro- 
ther's tricks, may be drawn eaJily to 
fuggefl; any thing agaiaft his old mailer 
for his Mecienafes. I would not advife 
fecrecy to one, that is more carefuJ of 
our fecurities than ourfelves ; and yet 
to one that hath fo lately fei-ved in this 
houfe, aad under that title may creep 
into the conceits of well-affeifted per- 
. , fons. 
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fons, it is neceflary to put in a caveat, 
becaufe whatfoever fuch a one fliould 
fugged hither or here at his return, out 
of the lead likelihood, would be repu- 
ted verius evangelio. Dixi, and will 
ever reft. 

Yours mod ai&dtionately, 
for ever, 
Henrt Howard *, 



* Tlier« is no circumftancc in this letter froa 
which iu dUf aaj be dtfcorersd. 
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